
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 19th January 2015 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan, Smith and Bailey
                          County Councillor Kelly (Part) 1 resident and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1446:  Apologies No apologies were received.
1447:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th November 2014 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1448:  Matters Arising:  
i) Telephone Box: Cllr Bailey had prepared maps for local walks. Train and bus timetables were displayed. A village index was displayed on the Notice Board. It was agreed that there was little need to involve the Hexham Courant for publicity.
ii) Traffic issues: Four Cllrs had met with Kris Westerby and David Hunt (NCC) that morning for a site visit. It was basically the same information as previous site visits. Subsidence behind “The Willows” was especially a concern and although NCC queried land ownership they would check as Cllr Johnson believed it to be council land. Cllr Gilfillan felt issues were no further forward and it was agreed the Clerk would chase matters up in four weeks if nothing further was heard. Cllr Pescod felt that until Ovingham Bridge re-opens, little could be done as regards traffic through the village.

iii) Dog Fouling: Cllr Pescod was concerned about the level of feeling in the village as regards dog fouling especially as a resident had accused another resident about it. The Parish Council has no legal standing or powers as regards such complaints. The Clerk confirmed an animal welfare officer had been in touch and believed NCC had been responsible for recent coloured markings of faecal deposits by the village green. Cllr Gilfillan felt the problem had improved but was concerned that it may just be moving the issue elsewhere. Concerns were also expressed about fouling around the Millennium Garden. The Clerk would contact the officer again as it was an ongoing problem which had also been raised by Corbridge Parish Council at a recent Forum meeting.
iv) Play Areas: Cllr Gilfillan had been looking at options to improve the surface of the area by the swings which could be slippery at times. Care would be needed to ensure the surface would not be damaged when using any liquid and he would carry out a test area first. He had also obtained a sign “Slippery Surface Please Take Extra Care”. 

v) Himalayan Balsam: Cllr Pescod confirmed that the scouting group were keen to help but would be limited to evening times and not the weekend. He hoped that Community group would help too. Cllr Gilfillan advised that it could form part of work towards a Conservation Badge, which he would be able to sign off, but thought it needed to be conducted over 4/5 sessions. Cllr Pescod would contact the Scout Leader, Paul Lennon, again to discuss further and at the same time organise the Parish Council and Community Group to commence work late spring to combat the problem. Cllr Smith would prepare a map of those areas where he believed Balsam had appeared and Cllr Pescod would check land ownership in case permission was needed for access.

Cllr Kelly arrived at 7.30pm

1449: Planning applications: No planning applications had been received recently,
and the Clerk confirmed no further information had been received as regards the 

situation at Field House Farm. Cllr Johnson was especially concerned as the Parish 

Council had raised it 2 years ago. County Cllr Kelly advised the enforcement officer, 

planning, had a large list of issues but Cllr Pescod believed the gate was a significant 

safety issue appearing where it was near the original entrance and the Clerk would 

contact the enforcement officer again regarding the unsatisfactory delay in resolving 

matters.        

1450: Expenditure authorisation:  
           Ovington Social Club – room hire Jan 19


£12.00
           M Davenport (Sal & Exp Oct - Dec)


£264.56
           Barclays Bank (transfer from Santander)


£2000.00

           P Hind (Burnside maintenance)



£200.00

           H Gilfillan (Info sign & lamination)


£12.60

The Clerk advised that at the last meeting the Cllrs had authorised payment of £30 to New Image Signs (for a ‘No Parking’ sign at the bottom of Dene Terrace) but Cllr Gilfillan had paid this personally and subsequently been reimbursed. She also suggested that, due to ongoing problems with obtaining information from Santander Bank about balances etc., that a cheque is issued from Santander, to Barclays, as a way of closing the Santander account. Although she was able to advise the balance outstanding, as a statement had not been received recently, the Cllrs agreed to defer authorisation until then.

1451: County Councillor’s report:  County Cllr Kelly spoke about a number of issues in Northumberland. Discussions had been ongoing for some time about relocating Hexham Fire Station to a new site by the hospital but it will now happen. Tackling potholes continued to be addressed by County Council. After some 10 years, possible progress can be seen as regards ‘Footpath 5’ by Overdene, Ovington.
1452: Community Right to Bid:   Cllr Pescod had received and circulated a copy letter received from the Secretary of Ovington Social Club and had replied briefly. He understood a few expressions of interest had been raised as regards the lower car park land but had not proceeded as terms could not be reached with the Club. It was noted that the lower park area, if earmarked for housing, would have access issues and it infringed on the Green Belt as recently defined in the Local Development Plan. 
1453: Ovingham Joint Burial Committee Draft Terms and Conditions: Since the last Parish Council meeting, a draft copy of the above had been drawn up by the Committee vice Chair, Maureen Gillis, and circulated to the 4 Parish Councils for comment. Cllr Johnson had looked at this in depth and raised queries against a number of points. The main ones he felt, were consideration be given for using an agent for day to day control of the letting and administration of the Lodge and also redefining the roles and responsibilities of the Clerk and Superintendent as they seemed to overlap. Clarification was needed also needed as regards third party insurance and reference to the 4 Parish Councils ‘jointly’ rather than ‘apportioned’. Cllr Gilfillan was also concerned about potential repercussions for any voluntary work. It was agreed that Cllr Johnson would respond to the proposals along the lines above after circulating to the Cllrs for further comment if applicable.
1454: Local Development Plan Core Strategy: Cllr Smith had spent a considerable amount of time going through the recent documentation from County Council about the core strategy. He had circulated his thoughts in a summary to the Cllrs. It had also been raised at the recent Forum meeting and it was noted there was to be a further meeting at Stocksfield on 5th February. Cllr Smith noted that following previous meetings with NCC, there had been a removal of settlements, including Ovington, from a Green Belt review which was to be welcomed. Cllr Pescod proposed that subject to any changes, the Parish Council should proceed on the recommendations of Cllr Smith which would be circulated before submission to County Council. County Cllr Kelly commentated that due to some parts of Northumberland having a negative growth due to ageing populations, NCC were looking at changing boundaries around villages in an attempt to incorporate affordable housing.
1455:  Village Environment: There were no other issues as regards the Village environment which had not been dealt with above.
1456: Committee Reports: Cllr Pescod had attended a recent East Tynedale Forum meeting and advised the main topics had been Himalayan Balsam, the Core Strategy, Dog fouling, the Bridge at Ovingham and Neighbourhood Plans. The latter was helpful to have in place in context with planning matters but it was thought difficult to draw up. There was also now on line training available for Cllrs on the County Council website. 
Cllr Johnson reported that the Burial Board had approximately £14,000 in their account and was drawing up contracts for ground maintenance. Cllr Pescod advised that the East Tynedale Forum reported that one off refunds were due from the Local Authority – in Ovingtons’ case, about £300.

Cllr Gilfillan reported that the Community Group were in discussions with the Social Club about commemorating WW1. The willow tunnel at Joiners Bank had been vandalised. The old football posts were still in place but this was being dealt with. A lock had been purchased for the gate and the gap in the fence still needed addressing. Cllr Pescod proposed that the PC purchase willow saplings and organise a working party for planting. They would cost about £1.25 each (minimum order 60) and it was agreed to order 70. (Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 8.55). Cllr Pescod also reminded the Cllrs that the Parish Council had agreed to fund a field gate in the gap in the hedge although Cllr Gilfillan suggested it could be possible to move the gate from the bottom corner with minimal expense. He and Fred Swindale would look at the possibilities including an estimate for a new gate and a decision would be made at the next meeting.
1457: Correspondence: The Clerk had received a request for an article about Ovington to be included in the Tynedale Visitor Guide 2015. She would check previous year’s entries and amend if applicable.
1458: Distribution:  This was currently being distributed. 
1459: Date of next meeting: Confirmed as 9th March 2015.

1460: Any other business: The Clerk had just received notification from NCC regarding outstanding monies available in the S106 Housing Development Fund. Currently there was £2882 available between Bywell, Horsley and Ovington and the first deadline for application was 20th February. Funding was for new items for play areas and could not be used for general maintenance of existing facilities. Changes were anticipated for the collection of S106 monies due to the New Community Infrastructure Levy being introduced, possible in 2015/2016. Cllr Pescod remarked that although the forms involved had been daunting, the end result when applying for S106 funds for the Joiners Bank venture had been well worthwhile, However, he could not think of anything that would justify submitting an application this time.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05pm.
19/1/15

