
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 9th March 2015 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan (Part), Smith and Bailey
                          County Councillor Kelly (Part) 2 residents and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
The meeting opened with one resident asking when faster broadband services would be “live” in Ovington following recent engineering work. Cllr Johnson replied it was all connected with the Ovingham bridge closure and should be available once the bridge reopens later in the year.
1461:  Apologies Cllr Gilfillan and County Cllr Kelly would join the meeting later.
1462:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th January 2015 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1463:  Matters Arising:  
i) Traffic issues: Cllr Johnson reported that since the on-site meeting with NCC, he had forwarded details of the issues raised. To date nothing had been done. The Clerk advised she had just had a response from David Hunt (but nothing from Kris Westerby who was looking at some of the issues). David Hunt stated that moss on the paths would be attended to within 3 weeks. A query had arisen regarding the ownership of the land behind “The Willows” (subsidence) which David Hunt stated did not belong to NCC. However, they would look into this further and advise. Cllr Johnson believed that as the public had used the area for over 35 years, they would have specific rights over it and wondered if a check could be made with the Land registry. However, it was agreed that the clerk should approach NCC and to clarify what they owned, or were responsible for in Ovington as a whole, before any further enquiries. Cllr Pescod again stated that little could be done as regards speeding for the time being and it would be some time before Ovingham Bridge would reopen.
ii) Himalayan Balsam: Cllr Smith distributed a map highlighting the areas where the balsam was present. Apart from by the river, there were areas on Coal House Lane, West Road and by a copse/footbridge south of Joiners Bank. It was agreed work should commence in June/July to tackle the balsam. Cllr Pescod confirmed the scout group would be involved and the Community Group. In the meantime, the Clerk would contact Bywell Estates and local farmers for permission to access their land(s). 

iii) Dog Fouling: The Clerk advised that the faecal deposits which have been highlighted by the village green had not been done by NCC. Cllr Pescod wondered if the problem was easing but agreed with Cllr Bailey that it should be mentioned in the next village newsletter and that a formal notice should be put on the Notice Board. The Clerk also advised that NCC had recently attended the area but had not observed any offender. It was agreed a dog warden can be a useful deterrent.
iv) Play Area surfaces: Cllr Gilfillan had given the Clerk details of a treatment to use on the play area surfaces which cost £30-35 and as it could be diluted, would be worth the expenditure.

v) Ovingham Joint Burial Committee Draft Terms & Conditions: Since the last meeting, Cllr Johnson had drawn up a response to the concerns raised. These had been taken into account by the Joint Burial Committee and the Parish Council agreed that the amended T&C address their concerns.

vi) New Field Gate for Joiners Bank: The Clerk distributed a copy of the plan of the gate and estimate which she had received from Fred Swindale. The cost, including labour, for a redwood gate was £493. The Cllrs agreed to give Mr. Swindale the go-ahead.

Cllr Gilfillan arrived at 7.35pm
Cllr Pescod asked Cllr Gilfillan if he had any comments to make on the issues raised so far. Cllr Gilfillan suggested that Peter Hind be approached to see if he was willing to attend to general maintenance in the play areas and Joiners Bank. Cllr Gilfillan would oversee it, and although it should not involve much work, it would ensure any problems were attended to on a frequent basis. The Cllrs agreed that Cllr Gilfillan contact Peter Hind. He would also purchase the play area treatment which had received good reviews.
vii) Local Development Plan Core Strategy: Cllr Smith had attended a meeting in February when the Core Strategy had been further discussed. As a result of that, his original recommendations remained as before and the Clerk had submitted this to NCC.
1464: Planning applications: No planning applications had been received. The Clerk has now been given a contact for the enforcement planning but had not got an update on the situation at Field House Farm. The officer concerned admitted there was a huge backlog of cases. Cllr Smith queried why the Parish Council did not receive notification on Tree Felling applications. The Clerk would check planning policy. 
1465: Expenditure authorisation:  
           Ovington Social Club – room hire March 9

£12.00
           F Swindale (Millennium garden, half yearly)

£200.00
           New Image Signs (Surface treatment for play area)
£6.00

           P Pescod (Willows for Joiners Bank)


£88.20

It was also agreed that a cheque be issued, from Santander Bank, in order to transfer the balance to the new bank account at Barclays. This was for £5708.98.
1466: County Councillor’s report:  County Cllr Kelly had forwarded a copy of his report and Cllr Pescod summarised the points. The Planning committee for Northumberland is expected to endorse the recent recommendations from the external auditor, Deloitte, and the Planning Office Service executive. Although unpopular with the majority of Town and Parish Councils, it will mean one central planning committee. Three major schemes have been approved unanimously, including the rebuild of Prudhoe High School. In the current financial year, Wylam have applied for most grants from the member small grant schemes. Cllr Kelly will be able to cover the infrastructure costs to ensure the completion of the Ovington Bridleway circuit. 
1467: Grant applications:   The Clerk reminded the Cllrs that £250 is allocated in their budget for grant applications. This year, she had received requests from Marie Curie, Northumberland Citizens Advice Bureau, Tynedale Hospice at Home, Great North Air Ambulance and Legacare (Newcastle based charity offering legal advice for terminally ill). After discussion, it was agreed to donate £100 to Citizens Advice and £50 each to Marie Curie, Tynedale Hospice and GNAA.
County Cllr Kelly arrived during this discussion at 7.55pm.

1468: Proposed changes to planning application process in Northumberland: County Cllr Kelly had already mentioned this in his report. Town and Parish Councils had all been invited to comment. Changes were necessary as a result of a recent audit report. Most comments were against the changes but County Cllr Kelly felt they were necessary to enable Northumberland to continue determining applications.
County Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 8.10pm
1469: Risk Assessment and Fidelity Insurance:  The Clerk had circulated a copy of the current policy with an amendment required to the figure allowed under S137 grant (now £7.36 per elector per year). Cllr Johnson suggested that infrastructure should be checked when carrying out “walk rounds” including the bus shelter at the top of Ovington. All the other sections were discussed and approved although Cllr Pescod asked that the Clerk remind the Cllrs of her duties in carrying out the position which would enable smooth transition in the event of the loss of clerk for any reason. 
1470:  Village Environment: Cllr Gilfillan had removed the football posts on Joiners Bank and rubbish. He had also taken down the old Public Convenience sign by the village green. He commented that dog fouling was a problem on the path by West End Cottage, to Bearl, and wondered if an additional waste bin, specifically for dog waste would be helpful. The Clerk would ask the dog warden to monitor he footpath and also ask what, in his experience, was the most effective way in dealing with dog fouling.
1471: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan reported that the Community Group had suggested planting a commemorative tree, with plaque, as a means of acknowledging the WW1 anniversary. They hoped it could be located by Burnside, where a previous tree had to be removed. The Parish Council would support this although checks would need to be made with ISOS, who owned the land. Cllr Gilfillan stated the Community group would be discussing Joiners Bank facility at their next meeting. The consensus was that it was a useful asset but was not used enough. Cllr Pescod reminded the Cllrs that it was always proposed that an area would be left as a “wild area” but would look at any plans proposed and how it could be delivered.

Cllr Johnson reported that the main topic of discussion at recent Burial Committee meeting, other than the draft terms and conditions, was the ground maintenance contract. 
1472: Correspondence: 
a) Flood Risk Strategy. A copy of Northumberland Flood Risk Strategy had been circulated and comments welcomed. Two areas had been highlighted – the river, which was felt not to impact on dwellings in Ovington, and surface water from west Road. Cllr Smith felt this had been alleviated somewhat by improvement to drainage. Cllr Johnson was concerned about possible impact on properties and that drains could be a problem. However, as far as Ovington was concerned, apart from the drains, it was agreed the village was not affected significantly.

b) Future funding of subsidised bus services in Northumberland:  The Clerk had also distributed details of the above. Only two services ran through the village. Service X84, apart from the evening and not connecting with the train, was felt to be an asset. The local service to Prudhoe however, was not well used and could be under threat. 
1473: Distribution:  This was currently being distributed. 
1474: Date of next meeting: Confirmed as 11th May 2015, which would be the annual meeting.
1475: Any other business: The Clerk reminded the Cllrs about their responsibilities during the forthcoming general election. Cllr Gilfillan asked that the parish plan be reviewed at the next meeting and this would be placed on the agenda.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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