
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 11th May 2015 at 7.25pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan, Smith and Bailey, County Councillor Kelly (part), 1 resident (part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1475:   ELECTION OF CHAIR. On the proposal of Cllr Johnson and there being no other nomination, Cllr Pescod was re-elected chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance.

1476:  Apologies Apologies for absence was received from County Councillor Kelly who would arrive later.
1477:  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR On the proposal of Cllr Pescod, and there being no other nomination, Cllr Johnson was re- elected Vice-chair of Council.
County Councillor Kelly arrived at 7.30pm

1478:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th March 2015 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1479:  Matters Arising.  
i) Dog Fouling: The Clerk had heard nothing further from the dog warden and the Chairman asked if the position was improving. Cllr Gilfillan felt it was only moving it further out on the West Road and the diagonal path on the field by the club was also a problem. The attending resident confirmed this and was most concerned about the situation. Although it was a designated footpath, and had been for some time, people often walked around the outside of the field and both areas were prone to dog fouling. In fact, there was also considerable fouling in the planted field itself which was a health hazard. The Cllrs discussed reasons for using the edge of the field as opposed to the footpath and agreed this was usually down to the weather although pointing out St. Andrews Lane was more suitable in bad conditions. The resident had suffered abuse when pointing out people were trespassing. More signs could be used but it was felt these may not be sufficient to end the problem. Cllr Pescod asked how the resident wanted to proceed. He agreed that approaches should be made to the footpath officer asking that it be re-routed around the age of the field and would contact him. The Parish Council would start a consultation about re-routing the footpath although it was acknowledged that this could take time. A “No fouling” notice would also be put on the gate by the entrance to the field.
ii) Himalayan Balsam: The resident confirmed that he was hoping to tackle the areas on his land infiltrated with the balsam. As it was by a stream, he needed permission to use a spray but hoped to find something useful. The Chairman thanked him for this and the resident left the meeting at 7.55pm.

The riverside was especially prevalent with the Balsam and Cllr Pescod proposed that this be tackled from the bottom of Coal House Lane and then working westwards. Hopefully some inroads would be made. The Scouting Group could help on an evening and the Cllrs agreed to note 6th and 13th June as the days to start. Cllr Gilfillan would liaise with the Community Group and the Clerk would inform Allendale Estates who needed to know in order to inform fishermen. 
iii) Traffic Issues: Cllr Johnson reported that unfortunately, nothing further had been achieved with regards to those issues raised with Kris Westerby and David Hunt from Northumberland County Council. The Clerk had just been informed that the appointment of Kris Westerby was on a temporary basis but had the name of a new contact. However, she would again chase Kris Westerby for s response.

iv) Play Area surfaces: The Clerk had ordered the treatment and Cllr Gilfillan would do a test area first. It was hoped this solution would work.
1480: Other nominations: Representations to other committees were appointed as follows:-
Ovingham Joint Burial Committee: Cllrs Johnson and Bailey
East Tynedale Community Forum: Cllrs Pescod and Smith
Ovington Community Group: Cllr Gilfillan

Cllr Johnson also felt someone should attend Railway partnership meetings. This was agreed and it was noted the next one was on 4th June.
1481: Planning applications.  
          15/01188/FUL 7 Littles Buildings – proposed rear two storey extension
Cllr Gilfillan declared an interest in this application.

Cllr Smith had looked at the application and felt that the Parish Council could not object to the extension. However, concerns were expressed about the relocation of the steps from the back door to the rear lane which is used by a number of residents. Also the width of the steps does not appear to meet building regulations. Comments would be submitted to this effect.

1482: Expenditure authorisation:            

            Ovington Social Club – room hire 11 May


£12.00

            M Davenport (Sal & exp Jan – March)



£267.68
            Northumberland & Newcastle Society (Annual subs)

£25.00

            NALC (Annual subscription)




£123.97

            P Hind (Joiners Bank Maintenance)



£270.00

All expenditure was authorised but it was agreed a letter of clarification would be sent to P Hind as regards maintenance work at Joiners Bank and it would be discussed with the Community Group. It seemed there was some misunderstanding about what work was expected.
1483: County Councillor’s report.  County Councillor Kelly reported on a number of issues. 
For some years there have been concerns over caravans using land at Horsley by the water board works as a holiday spot.  A wall was being built to prevent access. The Planning Department was being re-organised to have one central committee but liaison would continue as usual with Parish Councils. It was hoped that 20mph would be rolled out soon, but unfortunately this would not be countywide. Work on Ovingham Bridge was still behind schedule. Cllr Kelly had an annual “small members” allowance which had been allocated to amongst others, Ovingham Reading Room for the loss of the Goose Fair income and Wylam Church Hall for windows.
County Councillor Kelly left the meeting at 8.55pm
1484:  To receive and adopt unaudited accounts for 2014/2015.  The Clerk had previously circulated the accounts, which were adopted.  
1485:  Annual return for 2014/2015.  The Annual Return statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance statement for 2014/2015 were approved. The Chair and Clerk were authorised to sign on behalf of Council. 
1486: To adopt the “Terms of reference” of Ovingham Joint Burial Committee. These had been circulated for approval and Cllr Johnson proposed that they be accepted. Any future change would only be by agreement of the four parish councils concerned. This was unanimously agreed.

1487: To consider renewal for Insurance. This had been received for a total of £440.63 and was on the same basis as the previous year, although a slight increase in the value of insured items had been implemented. The Clerk had also received a similar quote from a second insurer but it was agreed to accept that quote provided by Zurich Insurance.
1488: To consider any matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting. No issue had been raised.
1489:  Village Environment. Cllr Johnson reported that so far 3 grass cuts had been carried out this season. Cllr Smith commented that NCC had also cut the grass by Brewery Square at least twice. 

It had been noticed that two litter bins needing replacing – one by the beautifier and the other in front of Littles Buildings. Cllr Pescod preferred an open top bin and pointed out fixture needed to be considered before purchasing replacements. Cllr Gilfillan would look at options.

The Clerk had also mentioned receiving complaints about the low level of the bench by the Beautifier. Cllr Pescod agreed it was low but the bench was in a good condition. An option was to swap it with another bench but he wondered if the height could be raised simply by digging out around it. Again, Cllr Gilfillan would look at it.

Cllr Gilfillan had laminated two maps which Cllr Bailey had marked for local walks but was concerned about copyright infringement and would check this out.
1490: Committee Reports. The Community group had covered many items in a recent newsletter. They were considering an oak tree and plaque to commemorate the two world wars and hoped to place it on ISOS land. The Parish Council had already agreed to share the cost. The Clerk had been in touch with Isos who wanted to know what type of tree before they could make a decision. Cllr Gilfillan would check at the meeting this week.

Cllr Pescod had attended a recent East Tynedale Forum meeting. One item which will need action is the transparency code for smaller councils which will affect Ovington. This will need to be discussed in the near future.
1491: Correspondence. Northumberland County Council asked for comments regarding their street trading policy but it was felt this was not really relevant to Ovington.
1492: Distribution. Various magazines were currently being distributed. 
1493: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 6th July, at 7pm and 7th September (provisional)
1494: Any other business. The Chairman proposed that consideration be given to making a donation to the Church Heating and Development Fund to which Ovingham Parish Council had recently given a very generous £1000. Although the church was in Ovingham, Ovington was part of the parish and Cllr Pescod understood that ultimately, it was hoped that a wider use of the church would be available to the community. Cllr Johnson had looked at criteria required to satisfy donations under S137 grants and although no specific request had been received from the Church, it did meet the criteria. His only query was the amount allowed which the Clerk confirmed was approximately £8 per elector, which would equate to about £4000. Cllr Gilfillan proposed that the Parish Council give £500 to the Heating Fund and this was unanimously agreed.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm
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