
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 6th July 2015 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan, Smith and Bailey, County Councillor Kelly, 3 residents (part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1495:  Apologies No apologies for absence were received. 
1496:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th May 2015 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1497:  Matters Arising.  
i) Dog Fouling: Since the last meeting, the matter of dog fouling had been raised in a village newsletter and it was felt that the problem had improved.  It was agreed that efforts should continue to combat the issue and the Clerk would contact the Dog Warden again.
ii) Re-Routing of footpath on field by Social Club: Cllr Bailey had met with the landowner and Tim Fish, Footpaths Officer (NCC) about re-routing the diagonal footpath across the field to round the edge instead. Walkers tended to use the edge of the field depending on weather conditions. This had also been mentioned in the recent village newsletter which had brought one objection and had subsequently been forwarded to Tim Fish. The Clerk confirmed that the owner of the field had started proceedings to re-route the path and the Parish Council would be informed in due course. 
iii) Himalayan Balsam: Cllr Pescod thanked all those who had helped over the two Saturdays to tackle the Himalayan Balsam. Efforts had been concentrated immediately below Coal Lane and that area appeared to have been cleared. There were significant areas of Balsam to the east but did not appear to have taken over. The project had been worthwhile but it was noted that no action appeared to have been taken on the south bank of the river and therefore the problem of the balsam would be an ongoing one.
iv) Traffic Issues: Cllr Johnson re-capped the traffic issues which had been raised with NCC and reported that again, nothing had been heard. County Cllr Kelly remarked that Ovington now came under the Central Area and Highways contacts had therefore changed. Cllr Pescod asked that County Cllr Kelly use his influence in chasing up the main issues with Highways as it was not acceptable that the Parish Council had had no response. These were the subsidence behind “The Willows”, speeding traffic (especially coming down into the village) and the proposals the Parish Council had made and parking on Springfield near “The Green”. Cllr Pescod was concerned that when the bridge re-opens, speeding traffic would increase again. Cllr Johnson also noted that parking in Springfield had increased. 
v) Play Area surfaces: The purchased treatment had been used but Cllr Gilfillan advised it was too early to see if it would cure the problem. 
vi) Litter Bins: Brochures for new litter bins had been circulated and the Cllrs were in favour of purchasing ones similar in design to the wooden slatted bins currently on the Beautifier and in front of Littles Buildings. Cllr Pescod also reminded the Cllrs that consideration would be needed for fixing the bins and Cllr Gilfillan would look at existing sizes, but it was agreed in principle to purchase four new bins.
1498:  County Councillor’s report:  County Cllr Kelly reported on a number of County   

issues.  Proposals to move County Hall from Morpeth to Ashington would bring significant benefits to both communities and some £56 million in regeneration (Ashington) and £52 million (Morpeth). Tourism should also be boosted by proposals to the Blyth Waterfront which included a hotel. The Core Strategy was still ongoing, representation from all parts of Northumberland would make up strategic planning committees. Alnwick Schools will become primaries. County Cllr Kelly reminded the meeting of the members’ small schemes and Cllr Pescod hoped that this could be used to deter speeding but would not be until the following financial year, 2016-2017 at the earliest. County Cllr Kelly believed the only deterrent for speeding, was physical barriers – interactive signs only deterred responsible drivers.
1499: Planning applications.  
 15/01188/FUL 7 Littles Buildings – proposed rear two storey extension
Cllr Gilfillan declared an interest in this application. Granted
15/01171/FUL Land South of The Willows, proposed new 3 bedroom detached bungalow. The Clerk had submitted “neutral” comments on behalf of the Parish Council and the applicant, who was at the meeting, confirmed an objection had been received and the application was ongoing.
1500: Expenditure authorisation:            

            Ovington Social Club – room hire 6 July



£12.00

            M Davenport (Sal & exp. April- June)



£303.11
            F I Swindale (new gate at Joiners Bank)



£493.00

            Ovingham Joint Burial Committee (annual precept)

£1215.00

            P Pescod (photocopying newsletter)



£21.00

1501: Proposed changes to Footpath “5” (Ovington to Overdene): Since 2005, there had been a long standing proposal to change the footpath to a bridleway. The Clerk had now received notice from the footpaths officer, NCC, that the application has now been submitted following agreement with the landowners. The Parish Council confirmed that they had no comments to make.       
1502:  Village Environment. Cllr Johnson reported that grass cutting, especially in Springfield, had improved this year which could be as a result of NCC using better machines. Cllr Smith also confirmed that the grass continued to be cut by Brewery Square.  Cllr Johnson reported that a tree, in Springfield had some large branches removed recently but the tree appeared to be rotten. Cllr Pescod proposed this be looked at on the next village tour. Cllr Gilfillan had not had an opportunity to look at the bench by the beautifier which needed raising. Due to copyright laws, he would not be able to reproduce maps for the telephone box information. He was still awaiting a copy of the hand drawn street map. The Clerk reported that ISOS wanted a map of the proposed commemorative tree at Burnside and on receipt of this, the relevant officer would have a look at it. Cllr Gilfillan would arrange this with the Clerk.
(County Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 8.15pm)

Cllr Johnson asked about the latest situation regarding Joiners Bank. Cllr Gilfillan replied that the last Community Group meeting had been concerned with the picnic and making the area presentable but the Community Group acknowledged it needed further discussion. Cllr Pescod reminded the meeting that the original idea of the Joiners Bank project was that it should be a wildlife area and not wholly a park which would prove very labour intensive and costly. He accepted that a largish space was needed for activities and having already spoken to the Community Group chairman, Andy Maidwell, expected to work with the Group going forwards. The Parish Council could help financially, but not for something such as open ended grass cutting – they would need something to show for it. Cllr Gilfillan suggested that the Parish Council wait for proposals from the Community Group and Cllr Pescod reiterated that if they felt it was better used as a family area it would not be a problem but this was not the original intention or plan. Cllr Pescod emphasised that the Parish Council and the Community Group worked well together and would continue to do so. It was agreed that Joiners Bank would be included in the next village tour which was confirmed as 22nd August at 9.30am. 
1503: Committee Reports. At the most recent meeting of the Burial Committee, Cllr Bailey was introduced as the new representative from Ovington replacing Cllr Gilfillan. Cllr Johnson also continued to represent the Parish Council and he reported that the terms of reference had been agreed by the four parish councils which made up the committee. A risk assessment had been carried out. A tree overhanging a nearby garden had been pollarded by 20%. There was still clarification needed as regards the duties of the superintendent, clerk and grounds maintenance. Cllr Johnson tabled a copy of the recent minutes. 
There had not been a recent meeting of the East Tynedale Forum but it was noted one was scheduled for next week. Unfortunately, Cllr Pescod would not be able to attend but Cllr Smith hoped to.

Cllr Johnson had also attended a recent meeting regarding transport which he felt had been very positive covering items such as a new franchise, replacing older trains, bus meets trains and local management. Unfortunately within 10 days of the meeting, delays to the proposed changes were announced by national government.
1504: Correspondence:-

a) Northumberland County Council asked for comments regarding a review of Polling Districts and Polling Places as part of a mandatory 5 year review. It was agreed no comment was required.
b) A letter had been received from Eric Lewis, thanking the Parish Council for their recent generous donation of £500 towards the St. Mary the Virgin heating Fund.

1505: Distribution. Various magazines were currently being distributed. 
1506: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 21st September at 7pm.
1507: Any other business. Cllr Gilfillan would email the Councillors a copy of the Parish plan which would need to be reviewed at the next meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm
06/07/2015

