
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 21st September 2015 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan (part) and Bailey, 3 residents (part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
Fred Swindale, present at the meeting, stated he had agreed with Peter Hind, to take over maintenance of the area by Burn House, £200 of which was allocated in the budget. The Cllrs confirmed this was in order.

Two representatives from Ovington Community Group attended the meeting to talk about proposals for the two recreation areas in Ovington – Joiners Bank and the Village Green. They felt that the facilities could be better used and wanted to purchase new equipment. The Group had looked at such ideas as a wooden balance beam which they thought was in keeping with the Joiners Bank nature park. Cllr Pescod indicated that any significant change in use or equipment should be discussed with the Landowner and the residents of Greenrising whose properties overlooked the site. He did not believe planning permission would be required. Whilst sympathetic to new equipment, the Cllrs emphasised that Joiners Bank was a Nature area and should be retained as such. They also were wary of facilities being stretched between the two areas and although the Village Green was by the main road, it did have the advantage of being overlooked by housing and probably more convenient.  Cllr Pescod suggested that the Community Group return with a plan and he was confident any problems could be worked out.  The representatives thanked the Cllrs for their time and also asked about the condition of the bases by the play equipment on the green which was slippery in certain conditions. Cllr Pescod confirmed that this was being attended to by Cllr Gilfillan and a treatment would be put down shortly which hopefully should solve the problem. The two representatives left the meeting at 7.30pm
1508:  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Smith and County Cllr Kelly. 
1509:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 6th July 2015 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1510:  Matters Arising.  
i) Dog Fouling: Nothing further had been heard from the Dog warden which suggested that there were no real concerns. The Cllrs agreed the issue had improved.
ii) Re-Routing of footpath on field by Social Club: The footpaths officer from NCC, Tim Fish had not been back in touch. It was agreed that the matter may take some time to finalise. 
iii) Himalayan Balsam: Cllr Pescod had revisited those areas which had originally been targeted, in mid-August, and unfortunately thought much of the balsam had grown back. Cllr Bailey believed the problem was not as bad as in recent years but it was acknowledged that it may be better to tackle the problem later in the season in future years. Cllr Pescod would also check with Joe Rowell, who was hoping to use a spray on certain areas, to see if that had been successful. A further patch of Balsam had been noted on St. Andrews Lane.
iv) Traffic Issues: No further information had been received from NCC regarding the traffic issues. The Clerk had been in touch on more than one occasion, and recently County Cllr Kelly had written to Martin King, Highways specifically pointing out the concerns about the subsidence behind The Willows. The Clerk advised that Ovingham PC had experienced similar problems contacting the officer concerned and due to recent organisation, he may wish to look at the issues afresh (as had been the case in Ovingham). Cllr Pescod proposed that a site meeting be arranged as soon as possible.  
v) Litter Bins and benches: Cllr Bailey was looking at options to replace the inner linings of the bins as the bins themselves appeared to be in good condition. She thought these could be readily obtained from a DIY outlet and would make further enquiries. It would be a much cheaper option to explore.

(Cllr Gilfillan arrived at 7.45pm). The Clerk also reminded the Cllrs that Ovingham PC had asked that a dog waste bin be placed by the entrance to the field opposite the first school for which they would pay half the cost. This was agreed.

Cllr Gilfillan had looked at the bench near the Club which was at a very low height. He thought it could be raised without too much effort although by what methods needed to be determined. He will look at options with Fred Swindale and report back. 
1511: Planning applications:
15/01171/FUL Land South of The Willows, proposed new 3 bedroom detached bungalow – GRANTED
15/02617/FUL The Steading, Ovingham, demolition of existing extension and erection of new 2 storey rear extension – no objections

15/02642/FUL The Shieling, Coal Lane, 3 storey extension to the rear The Parish Council had submitted a neutral response to this application but noted it came within the Conservation area

Cllr Gilfillan declared an interest in the following application and left the meeting

15/02600/FUL 5 Little Buildings, single storey orangery extension to rear Again, a neutral response as it was within the Conservation Area and it was noted that comments regarding this had been by Buildings to the planning officer.
Cllr Gilfillan returned to the meeting

1512: Expenditure authorisation:            

            Ovington Social Club – room hire 21 September


£12.00

            F I Swindale (Millennium Garden maintenance)


£225.00
            BDO (external auditors)





£156.00
The Clerk also advised that payment was due to the Playground Inspection Co in respect of their recent annual inspection. This was approximately £130 and was duly authorised.

1513:  County Councillor’s report:  County Cllr Kelly, having previously given his apologies, had circulated his report to the Councillors.   

1514: Local Transport Plan 2016-2017: The Parish Council were invited to submit their top three priorities to be considered for the Local Transport Plan.  Ovingham Parish Council were also proposing improvements to the route between Ovington and Ovingham which the Cllrs noted. Cllr Pescod suggested that improving the road layout may simply increase the speed of traffic, but that providing a footpath around the existing bends would be a major safety improvement. Whilst NCC had indicated that a footpath would be very expensive, a footpath could be constructed on the field side of the bends at modest cost as he understood NCC had already acquired a strip of land on each side of the road at that point (i.e. from the Bywell Road turnoff, east to the Bungalow).  He proposed that the Parish Council lobby for a footpath and also include speed monitoring and improvements to the A69 junction as the three priorities this year. This was agreed. 

1515:  To note conclusion of audit for financial year 2014-2015:  This had recently been completed by BDO, and they had no comments to make.

1516: To review the Village Parish Plan: Cllr Gilfillan had updated and circulated a copy with his comments. He appreciated much effort had gone into this originally and should be reviewed annually, but thought it should be kept as a working document. Cllr Johnson wondered if a questionnaire should be drafted for the village asking residents for their priorities but Cllr Gilfillan felt they were already adequately informed via village newsletters and the Parish Council were addressing the main issues. A questionnaire would involve a lot of work. The Parish Council and Community Group worked closely together and any issues could be raised via the Community Group. Any questionnaire should be deferred until a main issue arose, such as proposals for the Joiners Bank. Cllr Pescod thanked Cllr Gilfillan for his work in updating the Plan and recommended that it be approved with the proviso that it may need to be looked at again in the future.
1517:  Village Environment. Cllr Johnson reported that grass cutting over the last few weeks had been poor. Priority had been given to the route of the recent Cycle race and NCC staff had been seconded to that. The grass had not been cut in the period 24/7 to 9/9. The Clerk would forward the Parish Councils dissatisfaction at this service to Martin King, NCC, and that an on-site meeting be arranged as soon as possible.

Cllr Johnson also queried the current position regarding a proposed oak tree, as a commemorative tree, for Burnside. ISOS housing had informed the Clerk their expert would look at the area but they felt an oak tree was too large although an alternative would be proposed. It was agreed the entrance to Burnside was an ideal spot for such a tree and wondered if it would be better placed on the other side to Burnside. The Cllrs would await a response from ISOS before making any decision.  

1518: Committee Reports. Cllr Gilfillan had previously circulated minutes of a recent Community Group meeting since which the annual fete had been held. Although the weather had been poor, it was thought it had again been successful and thanks were due to the Community Group for their efforts. There had been no recent Burial Committee meeting nor a Forum meeting. Cllr Johnson remarked that following a recent transport meeting, delays to funding had announced by central government and he did query what could be discussed at any future meetings.
1519: Correspondence:-

a) Transparency and Audit Reform: The Clerk had circulated latest information from NALC regarding this. Training, and funding, would be available in the near future in preparation for the proposed changes. Ovington would need a website by mid-2017. The Clerk would check for updates and include the issue on the agenda for mid-2016. 
1520: Distribution. Nothing was currently being distributed. 
1521: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 9th November at 7pm.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm
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