
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Draft Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 25th September 2017 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor M Mather (in the Chair); Councillors: K Curry, R Donkin, A Murray, S Mills, C Dunn, R Sinton, 
C Cumming, M Pringle 
In Attendance: Linzi Reid (Clerk), PC Curtis Richie & PC Daniel Moffatt (Northumbria Police), Patsy Healey (WNP 
group), Jane Pannell (Glendale Christmas group), Ben O’Connell (Johnston Press), 5 members of the public 

 

1. APOLOGIES: Cllr R Reed 
 

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: None declared  
 

3. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE from PC Ritchie: . 

 There has been 4 reported crimes since the last parish meeting on 21/08/17 (1x harassment, 1x 
assault, 2 verbal disagreements).  The old First School site has also been entered on several 
occasions by a group of youths, policing of the site has increased.   

 Speedwatch – 1 further volunteer has come forward.  Ideally 4 people are required.  PC Ritchie will try 
to encourage people who report speeding in the town to become Speedwatch volunteers. 

 A grit bin opposite the old First School site has been upturned.  Clerk to report to NCC Highways. 

 Several complaints of vehicles driving the wrong way down the one-way road adjacent to old First 
School site.  Cllr Murray will check the legality of the one-way signage with NCC. 

 Cllr Mather reported that toilet rolls were taken from the bus station toilets and there was graffiti on the 
walls.  Cllr Donkin reported a seat had been damaged adjacent to the toilet block.  If the damage 
continues, a camera may be put up as a deterrent.   

 Cllr Mather reported that Operation Checkpoint (north of Alnwick) had been a success with 19 
vehicles stopped, 13 searched and 1 person arrested and a quantity of drugs seized.   

 Cllr Mather reported that he had spoken to the local police inspector since his comments on the 
deterioration of the Farmwatch service were published in the local papers.  He had discussed the way 
the system previously ran with him.     

 
 

4. PREVIOUS MINUTES – The minutes from the last meeting on 21/08/17 were signed as a correct record by 
Cllr Mather and seconded by Cllr Curry. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – Cllr Sinton has not received the business plan for the school farm 
field site.  Clerk to e-mail the relevant documents to Cllr Sinton.   
 

6. WOOLER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
Patsy Healey gave a presentation to the meeting about the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan since the 
steering group was formed approximately one year ago.  After much public / land owner consultation, the plan 
will focus on 5 interrelated themes – Local Economy, Housing, Community, Transport and Landscape, 
Townscape & Heritage.   
The group have reached the stage of beginning the first draft of the plan and need to consult with the PC to 
take things forward.  A joint meeting of the PC and WNP group is proposed for Wed 18th Oct at 7pm. 
The timetable of the plan was outlined with a pre-submission draft due in Jan 2018.  After which it shall be 
passed to NCC Planning Dept. to finalise the Plan. 
Cllr Murray passed on his thanks to the WNP group and said he was most impressed with how the Plan has 
been developed.   

 

7. GLENDALE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS  
Jane Pannell spoke to the meeting about the proposed community Christmas to be held on 25th December 
and what it will entail.  So far 17 people are planning to attend the day, with offers of a Christmas tree, cakes, 
savoury items, first aider, drinks and to help to set up the room and transport people to the venue.  The CO-
OP has also agreed to donate 20 lunches.   
Jane is looking for funding to buy small gifts, she will apply to the Archbold Trust for this purpose. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the day and offer whatever they can to help make it a success.   

 

8. CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE & CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COFFEE MORNING 
The Carol Service will take place on Tue 12th Dec.  Volunteers from the PC help out at the service to serve 
teas & coffees and to meet with vicar beforehand to decide on the order of service and which charities to 



 

 

donate to.  Cllrs Mather, Curry, Cummings, Donkin & Sinton agreed to help out.  Cllr Mather requested that 
members think of 2 local charities to donate to (to be discussed at Oct meeting). 
The coffee morning will take place on Sat 28th Oct.   

 Raffle and tombola being organised by Cllr Donkin.  Each Cllr asked to donate ten small items for this 
at the next parish meeting in Oct.   

 Cllr Mather to ask Joyce Robertson regarding asking the shops for donations (as she has done 
previously). 

 Cllr Mills will set up the room the day before.  On the day Cllrs Mills, Sinton, Cummings, Mather, 
Donkin & Curry agreed to attend and help out. 

 Proceeds from the coffee morning go toward the Christmas lightning in the town.  The lights on the 
tree at Ryecroft Way need replacing with new strings.  Some shorter 80m wires are needed for the 
High Street. 

 Cllr Pringle inquired whether the lights could be switched on as the procession of children and Santa’s 
sleigh goes down the High Street.  Cllr Mather will look into this with the electrician.  However 
because of the way the lighting system currently works it is thought that a re-wire would be required 
which may be expensive.  Additionally there were concerns that NCC may charge for the electricity 
(which they haven’t done in the past). 

 

9. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
i. Bus station toilets – NCC have agreed to repay £1600 from the cleaning subsidy 
ii. Bins – NCC have reported that the bin in Bryson’s Park needs repaired or replaced and one of 

the bins in Scott’s Park is well used and may need to be replaced with a larger one.  Cllr Mather 
will investigate and report back to PC members via e-mail before any new ones are purchased.  
Cllr Murray may be able to help with the cost of one of these (approx. cost £200 per bin). 

iii. Deep clean of toilets – all members agreed to this.  Cllr Mather will inform the cleaner.  The 
cleaner is on holiday this week and volunteers were asked to clean the toilets.  Cllrs Mather, 
Donkin and Cummings volunteered.   

iv. Communication meeting (Stronger Together sub-group) – will take place on Tue 17th Oct at 
7pm in the Fire Station. 

v. Community worker – Clerk to ask Bob Hodgson (NCC) to attend Oct meeting to discuss how 
this would work in practice and responsibilities.  Cllrs asked to e-mail Clerk prior to Oct meeting 
with suggestions (e.g. sweeping, spraying, problem areas etc.). 

vi. Bus re-tendering meeting – Cllr Mather reported back on the meeting and will check with 
Kirsten Francis (NCC) on some follow up issues.  Cllr Murray commented that Cllr Mather had 
done an excellent job of chairing a difficult meeting. 
Cllr Pringle commented that the PC needs to be more pro-active in the future and monitor when 
re-tenders are due so that public consultation can happen prior to any change.   
New bus timetables have been put up in the bus station noticeboard, but are rather large.  Cllr 
Sinton volunteered to tidy up the board, as it is looking untidy.   

   

10. CLERK’S REPORT  
i. Funding Fair – Cllrs Mather and Donkin will attend the funding fair in Felton on 26th Sept to discuss 

funding for the improvements to Scott’s Park.  Appointments booked with National Park Authority, 
Greggs fund, Big Lottery Fund, Hadrians Trust, Community Foundation, and NCC Community Chest. 

ii. Local Transport Plan 18/19 – feedback from NCC that one of the three priorities (crossing point at 
CO-OP) is unfeasible.  Those present agreed to put forward parking/line of sight issues on Brewery 
Road forward as an alternative (Clerk to email NCC).  Cllr Murray will check with NCC whether 
another suggestion (pavement along top section of Ryecroft Way) is feasible.   

iii. New website – has gone live, hosted by NALC.  Clerk to start uploading information in next few 
weeks.  Both new and old websites to be used concurrently until subscription expires in November.  
The NALC Transparency fund has funded the new website set-up and therefore the PC will not pay 
anything until next financial year, when it will cost approximately £75/year.   

iv. Dial and Ride service Wooler-Alnwick – details of the new pilot scheme were given out to members 
 

11. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  
i. Post 16 transport – currently costs approximately £600 per year.  Cllr Murray believes this should 

be free and is pushing for this to change at County Council level.  Clerk to send letter of support on 
behalf of PC. 

ii. Fact finding visit to the Sill – planned for Friday 13th Oct.  Hoped to find out how Wooler can 
benefit from the new centre.  Several Cllrs and GGT trustees have signed up to attend. 

iii. Ashington Male Voice Choir – to perform on Sat 28th Oct in St Mary’s Church.  Proceeds from 
ticket sales to go to McMillian Cancer Support. 

iv. Youth group – Cllr Murray has forwarded the suggestions from the Aug meeting but has not yet 
received a reply. 

 



 

 

 

12. SCHOOL FARM FIELD – Daljit Lally (NCC) has sent a reply to the letter regarding the school farm field asset 
transfer, saying that she will look into the matter. 
 

13. TENDERING PROCESS – Cllr Dunn expressed concern that jobs do not go out to tender unless over £500 
and suggested this should be lowered to £100.  Concerns raised from several Cllrs that there is not sufficient 
time to tender for all the smaller jobs that need doing.   
Cllr Donkin took the decision to withdraw from the Scott’s Park tender.   
Cllr Mather highlighted that many of the smaller jobs are carried out by Cllrs who give up their own time for 
free and this was appreciated.   
Cllr Mather has checked with NALC regarding the Wooler PC tendering process and has been assured that it 
follows relevant guidelines.   
Cllr Mather proposed that the tender amount at £500 should remain but individual jobs will be discussed on a 
case by case basis when they arise.  Passed by majority.   

 

14. SCOTT’S PARK/BRYSON’S PARK  
Scott’s Park play area – tender for new fencing.  Two tenders for work received and opened in front of 
meeting by Cllr Mather.  Names of those tendering were not read out until after a decision had been passed to 
avoid bias.   
Costs: tender 1 (M. Farrington): £10, 409.42 (inc VAT), tender 2 (Ian Atkinson): £9686.40 (inc VAT). 
Cllr Pringle proposed that tender 2 be accepted, seconded by Cllr Curry.  All Cllrs present agreed. 
Clerk to contact both to thank for the estimates and ask Ian to start work as soon as he is able.  Cllr Mather 
will discuss the siting of the two gates with Ian (this saving £485 on third gate). 

 

15. HEADS OF TERMS 

 Resources / Employment – Clerk to amend point 6 (six month review after probationary period).  
Approved by all present. 

 Planning – approved by all present 
 

16. PLANNING MATTERS   
i. 17/03276/VARYCO – Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) relating to application 17/01681/FUL 

to increase the footprint of extension, 1 South Road, NE71 6SN.   
No objections. 

ii. 17/02322/LBC – Listed Building Consent – Installation of external flue to the rear of the property for 
wood-burning stove, Old Mill, South Road, NE71 6NL.   
No objections. 

iii. Circulation of planning documents – Planning committee asked to nominate their preference for 
online or paper-based circulation.  Cllrs Pringle and Sinton to receive online documents.  Cllr Donkin 
to receive paper-based documents.  Cllr Curry did not mind either way.  Cllr Sinton suggested that 
paper plans can be left in her office at the Cheviot Centre for anyone to look at. 

iv. NCC Planning Officer – clerk to invite officer to onsite meeting on High Street with PC and retailers 
about shop frontages/village design statement.  PC would like to be more informed on how planning 
decisions are implemented, so that they are able to offer better guidance in the future to retailers. 

v. CO-OP Sunday/Bank Holiday delivery – Clerk to write to CO-OP to ask that noise levels be kept to 
a minimum now that Variation of Condition 3 (see below) has been granted.   

 

17. PLANNING DECISIONS -.  
i. 17/02341/FUL – Retrospective installation of cashmachine, Fry Fry, 2 Market Place, NE71 6LF.  

GRANTED 
ii. 17/02460/ADE – Retrospective advertisement consent for internally and externally illuminated fascia 

signage, Fry Fry, 2 Market Place, NE71 6LF.  REFUSED 
iii. 17/02431/VARYCO – Variation of Condition 3 (deliveries) pursuant to planning permission 

13/03671/FUL to allow Sunday & Bank Holidays delivery.  GRANTED 
 

18. OUTSIDE BODIES  

 GGT meeting – Cllr Mills reported that Sue Burston was given a well-deserved lifetime achievement 
award at the Glendale Show.  The former Gear for Girls premises have several interested parties 
looking at it.  GGT are facilitating a project on lift sharing being carried out by Newcastle University 
which is using Wooler as an example. 

 NALC representative – Cllr Sinton is to withdraw from this role due to time constraints.  Cllr Pringle 
will now take on the role in her place.  Cllr Sinton to inform Stephen Rickett at NALC. 

 

19. COUNCILLORS TASKS /AOB –  

 A seat has been placed in Bryson’s Park. 



 

 

 Clerk to find out what the utility service sensor is on the Queens Road/Glendale Road junction, where 
a new seat is proposed to be sited. 

 Cllr Murray to ask NCC Highways regarding an additional street sign for Ryecroft Crescent entrance. 

 Cllr Donkin has completed the refurbishment of seats in Scott’s Park. 

 Cllr Curry reported that the push button valves in the Scott’s Park toilets need to be replaced 

 Clerk to set up VIKING account and order soap dispensers and soap for both men’s toilets. 

 Disabled play park items/green gym equipment – Cllr Mills is currently pricing up options. 

 Cllr Sinton reported that one of the residents of Archbold Cottages has very poor light into her living 
room because of overhanging trees.  Cllrs Murray, Mather and Donkin to investigate and report to 
NCC tree officer to see if anything can be done. 

 Cllr Cummings received a request that the A697 to Haugh Head be given a lower speed limit.  Cllr 
Murray will ask the question of NCC Highways.  

 Cllr Mills reported a broken street light and blocked drains on Cheviot Street.  Clerk to pass on to 
NCC. 

 
 

20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 23rd October at 7pm at The Cheviot Centre 
 

21. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  AGENDA 
 

22. FINANCE - Payments authorised: 

Northumberland County Council – clerk’s wages (Aug & Sept) £953.97 

Donkin Engineering Ltd – supply toilet rolls for Scott’s Park toilets £37.51 

Linzi Reid – clerk’s expenses (stationary & printer cartridge)  £39.43 

KCM Builders Ltd – repair/replace concrete slabs at Scott’s Park toilets £230.00 

Robert Donkin – cost of master key safe for Scott’s toilets £19.99 

GGT Room Hire – Parish Council (3 hours) £28.80 

Donkin Engineering Ltd – repairs to seats in Scott’s Park £152.74 

Tracy Hare – Caretaker £185.00 

BDO – review of annual audit for 2016/17 £240.00 

TOTAL £1887.44 

 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………..   Date……………………………. 

 
 
 
 


