
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Draft Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 23rd October 2017 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor M Mather (in the Chair); Councillors: K Curry, R Donkin, A Murray, C Dunn, R Sinton,  
C Cumming, M Pringle 
In Attendance: Linzi Reid (Clerk), Ben O’Connell (Johnston Press), 4 members of the public  

 

1. APOLOGIES: Cllr R Reed, Cllr S Mills 
 

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: None declared  
 

3. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE  
Northumbria Police were not in attendance but provided the following update in advance of the meeting: 
There has been 6 reported crimes in Wooler since 18/09/17. 
These include two minor public order offences, a scrap caravan was stolen from a compound, a poacher was 
found in possession of a bladed article and has been reported for summons, there was a break in at the 
derelict Ryecroft Hotel and there was a minor assault at the Fry Fry takeaway.  
 
Cllr Mather also received a report of kids breaking into the old First School site, which he has passed on to the 
Police. 

 

4. PREVIOUS MINUTES – The minutes from the last meeting on 25/09/17 were signed as a correct record by 
Cllr Mather and seconded by Cllr Donkin. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – Cllr Sinton reported that the resident from Archbold Cottages who 
has reported overhanging tree branches has again contacted her.  Cllr Mather reported that he had been to 
have a look and doesn’t think much can be done as the PC have already felled the smaller branches.  Cllr 
Mather and Cllr Sinton will visit again to have a second look and talk to the resident concerned.   
 

6. IAIN HEDLEY – NCC COMMUNITY REGENERATION OFFICER 
Cllr Mather introduced Iain Hedley to the meeting, explaining that Iain had been the link so far between the PC 
and NCC in regards to the School Farm Field project and his help was greatly appreciated.   Iain talked to the 
meeting about the Community Regeneration team, which is a small team of 3 people covering the whole 
county.  Their responsibilities include producing a NCC directory and resource hub, working with NALC, 
organising the annual conference and charter.  At the moment Iain is working with NALC to produce an 
enhanced directory for use by parish councils. 
 

7. COMMUNITY WORKER – Bob Hodgson (NCC Neighbourhood Services) 
Bob spoke to the meeting regarding ‘partnership working’, whereby an employee of NCC could work in 
Wooler for the benefit of the local environment.  The position could be very flexible, although a schedule of 
works would need to be agreed between the PC and NCC and usual working days set.  Extra jobs could be 
directed through the Parish Clerk.  An indicative cost was given at £11,800 for a full time worker (37hours per 
week) for 6 months of the year.  This would be a Band 3 NCC worker.  Bob stressed that if any jobs couldn’t 
be achieved under this banding, he would be willing to substitute skills from a different employee.  
Cllr Mather suggested that the Employment Committee meet to discuss what tasks would be required and the 
finer details of how the employee could work, including whether the worker could take over the weekly play 
park inspections. 
Cllr Pringle inquired whether Bob and his team could help the PC with the tendering process.  Bob said he 
would be happy to sit down with the PC and share knowledge with regards to tenders. 

 
 

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

i. Christmas Carol Service (12 Dec) & Christmas lights coffee morning (28 Oct) 
Several Cllrs volunteered to help out at the coffee morning.   
Margaret Brown has raised approximately £300 towards the Christmas lights through the local CO-OP.  
Cllr Mather and Margaret will collect the cheque together.  Clerk to write letter of thanks to Margaret for 
her efforts. 
Cllr Mather has spoken to an electrician regarding a Christmas lights procession (switch on of lights as 
Santa’s sleigh comes down High Street).  It is potentially do-able without NCC involvement but 13 clock 
timers would need replaced and long range remote control switches would need to be set-up.  The 
approximate cost is £4000.  Cllr Mather asked Cllr Pringle to take this information back to the Christmas 
group, who had requested that the PC look into this. 



 

 

ii. Remembrance Day service 
The service will take place on Sunday 12th November at 2.30pm in St Mary’s Church.  There is also an 
11am service at the Tory.  Cllr Mather will ask Tracy to tidy up the war memorial paving and grass in 
preparation.   

iii. Funding meeting  
Cllr Mather and Cllr Donkin attended the recent funding fair and spoke to several organisations.  All were 
very positive about plans for the play park and school farm field.  Some are not able to support Parish 
Councils, but will support the Archbold Trust in its charitable status.   

iv. Planning Officer meeting 
Cllr Mather and Cllr Donkin attended the onsite meeting with the NCC Planning Officer.  The Shop Front 
Design Guide is the document which the Planning Department are bound by, however the officer stated 
that very often decisions come down to a personal opinion of the Planning Officer.  Colours of shop 
frontages within a Conservation Area cannot be enforced.  The Officer was going to look into the signage 
for the Sill on the old CO-OP building and check it adhered to policy.   

v. Joint NCC Town/Parish Council meeting 
Cllr Mather and Cllr Curry attended this meeting and spoke to several NCC departments.  Highlights were: 

Transport – PLC Travel have listened to local opinion on the new bus timetables and are changing 
several timings as a result.  Border Buses have been unwilling to change their times so far.  The Clerk 
will now change timetables in the bus station when new changes arise.  There are going to be less 
bus timetables all over the county but there is going to be a new ‘track app’ feature which travellers 
can access with their mobile phone.  New boards for timetables are to be installed, possibly before 
Christmas. 
Funding – Marc Johnston from Northumberland CVA was very positive regarding the PC’s funding 
ideas and has offered his help when required. 

Oher items discussed were street parking, weed & verge cutting, road work notices, litter picking and green 
flag parks. 

vi. Visit to NNPA Sill site 
Attended by Cllrs Mather, Donkin, Murray and Cumming.  A very positive visit, with potential to link to 
Wooler through bus trips and educational visits.   

vii. Communication meeting (Stronger Together group) 
Attended by Cllr Mather and Cllr Donkin.  Various methods of communication for the town were discussed 
including Facebook, newsletters, digital noticeboards and email distributions.  Costs have to be looked at 
as well as who would organise these communications.   

viii. Northern Area NCC meeting 
Attended by Cllr Mather and Cllr Pringle.  Various issues discussed: 
 Neighbourhood Services – could potentially do a leaflet drop to residents so that cars can be 
removed and gulley’s cleaned. 
 LED lighting – NCC approved contractors who were carrying out the work for the whole county have 
gone bust.  In Wooler there are 2 lights where work has been started and not finished (bus station and 
industrial estate).  Both have been reported to NCC. 
 Neighbourhood Plan – concerns raised by Cllr Mather that if the Neighbourhood Plan is produced 
before the NCC Core Strategy and is not in-line with it, the plan may have to be re-produced in 5 years’ 
time at a potential cost of £10,000 to the parish.  Cllr Mather suggested that the Neighbourhood Plan 
should be paused while this issue was looked at and would ask David English to attend a PC meeting.  
Cllrs Murray and Pringle disagreed and thought that NCC would not go against the local plan and the risk 
was worth taking as the community had asked for a Neighbourhood Plan to be put in place.  Cllr Mather 
used his discretion as Chairperson to not allow the Head of the Wooler Neighbourhood Plan group to 
speak to the meeting, as it was not on the agenda.  Cllr Sinton asked that the protocol for using the 
Chairperson’s discretion be put on the agenda in the November meeting. 
 A697 Bridge – works have been postponed till November.   
 Superfast Broadband – is now available in Wooler.  The NCC representative for this service is to be 
asked to the next PC meeting. 

ix. Re-siting of bins 
Two new litter bins have been ordered.  Cllr Murray is funding the purchase of both bins. 

 
   

9. CLERK’S REPORT  
i. SENRUG membership – agreed to pay £10.00 per year for membership 
ii.  NNPA consultation – to be held on 8th November from 4.30-8.30pm in the Cheviot Centre 
iii.   Website update – Clerk has begun adding items to the new website.  Cllr Pringle suggested that a 
new sub-committee to look at what should be included on the website should be formed in order to assist 
the Clerk.  Cllrs Pringle and Sinton expressed an interest in joining this committee, however Cllr Donkin 
thought a committee was unnecessary.  Cllr Mather asked that all Cllrs look at other parish council 
websites in time for the Nov meeting to identify what they thought should / should not be included on the 
website. 



 

 

iv. CAN donation – clerk to check what sum has been donated previously and arrange cheque for 
signatures in Nov meeting. 

 
 

10. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  
i. Post 16 transport – Cllr Murray reported that he is heartened by ongoing discussions looking to 

reduce the costs of post-16 transport to educational establishments and hopes he can say more on 
this item shortly.   

ii. Peth railings – Cllr Murray commented that the new railings look very smart and asked the clerk to 
inquire with NCC who will be responsible for maintaining the bankside down to Ferguson’s Yard. 

iii. Reaver’s Court, Alnwick – Cllr Murray reported that he had visited this development in Alnwick and 
was very impressed.  He suggested to the contractors that they do something similar in Wooler. 

iv. School markings – Cllr Murray has again asked NCC to provide proper school markings / 
pedestrian access at the entrance to the school. 

v. Ashington Male Voice Choir – will perform in St Mary’s Church on Sat 28th Oct at 7pm in support of 
McMillian Cancer Care. 

 

11. WOOLER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
WNP/WPC joint meeting – Cllr Donkin reported that 5 member of the PC attended the meeting and went 
through the draft document with WNP members.  Cllr Donkin suggested that the WPC need to sit down 
together in their own separate meeting to look at the draft, make adjustments and then feedback to the WNP 
group.  Cllr Pringle asked on behalf of the WNP group whether the draft document could be released to the 
public now.  Meeting agreed that it should not be released in its draft form to avoid confusion. 

 

12. SCHOOL FARM FIELD – A letter from Paul Jones (NCC Estates) was read out, agreeing to transfer the 
whole or part of the site to WPC.  Meeting agreed that taking the whole site now was the better option.  Cllr 
Mather to contact NCC Estates to progress the transfer, which will be on a 50 year lease with no rent thus far 
mentioned from NCC.  Clerk to write letter of thanks to Paul Jones.  
Cllr Sinton inquired if the PC had sufficient funds to maintain the site, as stated in the original business plan.  
Cllr Mather stated that the scouts would be funding their own building and the only immediate costs would be 
the legal fees.  In terms of maintenance Cllr Mather will continue to cut the grass in his tractor or put sheep on 
the site until plans were in place to develop.  Various options regarding sourcing grant funding need to now be 
looked at.   
Cllr Mather said he would circulate the business plan to all Cllrs. 
Terms of Reference – Cllr Mather asked that the sub-committee meet and write draft terms of reference 
before the Nov meeting. 

 

13. SCOTT’S PARK/BRYSON’S PARK  
Scott’s Park play area new fencing – Cllr Mather expressed his appreciation to Ian Aitkinson for carrying out 
the work to the railings quickly and efficiently.  Cllr Mather and Cllr Donkin have inspected the railings and are 
very pleased with the standard of work.   The cost of the work is £8,391.60, which is under the estimated cost.  
Temporary paving slabs have been put at the 2 gate openings.  Meeting agreed that a permanent surface 
should now be put in place, by digging up and concreting.  Cllr Mather shared copies of the proposed signage 
into the park.  Meeting agreed to signage.  Cllr Dunn suggested the signs be put on the fencing adjacent to 
the gates, not the gates themselves.  Cllrs Mather and Donkin will rake the surface at the base of the fence 
and put down some grass seed.   
Cllr Pringle questioned whether the sign-off of the job meets the specification for insurance purposes.  Cllr 
Mather stated that the ROSPA guidelines had been adhered to and the job met the tender specification. 
Meeting voted on whether to agree sign off of cheque to contractor.  Passed by majority. 
Clerk asked to look at whether the repairs to the skate park earlier in the year came out of the restricted funds.  
   

14. PLANNING MATTERS   
17/03649/ADE – Change of existing fascia signs, 2 Market Place, NE71 6LF (Fry Fry).  NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

15. PLANNING DECISIONS   
17/02068/FUL – Redevelopment of disused hotel & outbuildings into residential units, Ryecroft  Hotel, 28 
Ryecroft Way, NE71 6AB.  GRANTED 
 

16. OUTSIDE BODIES  
NALC AGM – Nobody attended due to confusion with the new representative.  Clerk apologised for the 
oversight and will let NALC know that Cllr Pringle will be the new representative. 
 

17. COUNCILLORS TASKS /AOB –  

 Dog waste bin, A1 vet practice, Ryecroft Way – meeting agreed that another dog bin outside vets 
could not be justified as there is a litter bin on the corner of Ryecroft Way/South Road.  Cllr Mather 



 

 

reported that a vet practice in Berwick had the same problem of people leaving dog waste and 
provided their own bin.  Clerk to inform A1 vet practice. 

 Cllr Curry has put a tap in the store cupboard of the bus station toilets and soap dispensers in gents.  
Cllr Mather will ask Bob Hodgson about putting a 13 amp water heater and light switch timers in the 
toilets.  Cllr Curry offered to install the heater free of charge if NCC would purchase it. 

 Clerk to write to NCC Footpaths regarding putting a dog bin & weed cutting on Doddington cycle path 

 Cllrs Mather and Donkin to look at what is needed for new xmas lights / electrical boxes 
Cllr Mather to call Employment group meeting regarding Community Worker 

 

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 27th November at 7pm at the Cheviot Centre 
 

19. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  AGENDA 

 Online banking and BACS payments 

 Protocol for using Chairperson’s discretion  
 

20. FINANCE - Payments authorised: 
 

 

Northumberland County Council – clerk’s wages  
CHEQUE CANCELLED.  TO BE INVOICED IN NOVEMBER MEETING 

£461.32 

Linzi Reid – clerk’s expenses (2nd class stamps x 50 £28, printer cartridges 
x 2 £57.96, laminating pouches x 25 £4.99) 

£90.95 

Viking Invoice No 571436 – 2 x hand soap dispensers, toilet rolls, urinal 
blocks, liquid hand wash 

£74.33 

Viking Invoice No 608683 – laminator & 2 x hand soap dispensers  £38.24 

GGT Room Hire – Parish Council (4 hours) 
£38.40 

Ian Aitkinson – manufacture and installation of new railings in Scott’s Park 
play park 

£8, 391.60 

TOTAL £8,633.52 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………..   Date……………………………. 

 
 
 
Glossary of Terms 
 
WPC or PC – Wooler Parish Council 
NCC – Northumberland County Council 
WNP – Wooler Neighbourhood Plan 
SENRUG – South East Northumberland Rail User Group 
NALC – Northumberland Association of Local Councils 
NNPA – Northumberland National Park Authority 
Northumberland CVA – Northumberland Community Voluntary Action 
CAN – Community Action Northumberland 
GGT – Glendale Gateway Trust 


