
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Draft Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 

Held on Monday 18th December 2017 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 
 
Present: Councillor M Mather (in the Chair); Councillors: K Curry, R Donkin, A Murray, C Dunn, R Sinton,  
C Cumming, M Pringle, S Mills 
In Attendance: Linzi Reid (Clerk), Ben O’Connell (Johnston Press), Chrys Murphy 

 

1. APOLOGIES: Cllr R Reed 
 

2. COLLEGE VALLEY WAR MEMORIAL – Attendance by Chrys Murphy 
Chrys told the meeting of the plans to replace and improve the College Valley war memorial, which is 
currently in a state of disrepair.  The new memorial will be unveiled on 06/09/18 and will memorialise all the 
aircrew (British and German) who lost their lives in the Cheviot crashes, as well as paying tribute to the local 
community who helped rescue survivors.  It is expected that the memorial will be very prestigious and will 
attract many visitors into Glendale.  The estimate cost is £23,500 with funds being £4,500 short of the total at 
present.  Donations are being sought from local and national organisations.  WPC agreed to donate £100 to 
the project.   

 

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: None declared  
 

4. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE  
Northumbria Police were not in attendance.  An email detailing crimes since 16/11/17 was read out by Cllr 
Mather: 

1. Shop lifting at the Coop – Offender identified and dealt with.  
2. Theft of a shed from an address in Wooler. Enquiries ongoing. 
3. An assault occurred involving 2 school children on a school bus. Parties involved have been 

identified. 
4. Malicious communications – Some abusive texts messages have been sent. Offender is unknown. 
5. Harassment - An estranged partner who resides in another part of the country has been harassing 

their ex-partner in Wooler on the phone. Party is known and enquiries are ongoing. 
6. Burglary dwelling in Ryecroft Park. Enquiries are ongoing. 

Cllr Mather also reported back on a meeting he had been to with Chief Inspector Liz Hall regarding the recent 
spate of farm poaching incidents.  He highlighted that response from the local police in Wooler was working 
well, but this was not always the case when police were called from other areas.  Inspector Hall said she 
would look into further training around poaching for all officers and has given instructions to seize cars, 
phones and lamps.  The old 24/7 Farmwatch phone line is now not manned at all times.  A local WhatsApp 
service is being established for local farmers to be mobilised to assist police during poaching incidents.   
Cllr Mather also reported 3 sheep worrying incidents with dogs not on leads on Weetwood Moor, one of which 
led to sheep being destroyed due to serious injury.        
   

5. PREVIOUS MINUTES – The minutes from the last meeting on 27/11/17 were proposed as a true record by 
Cllr Mather and seconded by Cllr Donkin.  

 

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – None. 
 

7. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
i. Christmas Carol Service – Cllr Mather thanked everyone who helped organise and took part in the 

carol service.  Councillors received many favourable comments and the collection raised £455.16 to 
be split between HospiceCare North Northumberland and the Great North Air Ambulance Service.  A 
representative from HospiceCare NN will attend the January WPC meeting to collect the cheque and 
update the PC on their services and the new High Street shop. 

ii. Christmas lights update and feedback – Cllr Mather thanked everyone involved in putting up the 
lights and Lilburn Estates for the wonderful tree.  There has been much positive feedback from the 
local community.  Cllr Mather has also been approached by several individuals and businesses keen 
to help raise or donate funds towards more lights next year.  Cllr Cumming reported that she had 
been asked about the possibility of hanging lights across the High Street. 
Lights to be taken down on Sunday 7th January from 9.30am and volunteers from the PC are required 
to help with this.  Clerk will send a reminder email nearer the time.   

iii. Councillor surgery – A surgery will be held on Thursday 18th January from 3-7pm in the Cheviot 
Centre.  Cllrs Mather, Murray and one other will attend.  This is an opportunity for local residents to 
discuss any issues or concerns, as well as a chance to consult on the 2018/19 Precept. 



 

 

iv. Haugh Head Ford meeting – the Environment Agency have suggested plans whereby the concrete 
base at the ford is removed but an access footbridge which links Coldgate Mill and North Middleton is 
kept.  Cllr Murray stated that things have progressed slowly but he now has a positive view that the 
area won’t lose the byway and footpath bridge  

v. Slimming World class signage – Cllr Mather has been asked if a banner advertising the class can 
be placed on the white railings at the bottom of the Peth.  The meeting agreed this was acceptable so 
long as it wasn’t left there permanently and only put up on days which the class met. 

 

8. CLERK’S REPORT  
Pharmacy Needs Assessment (PNA) – Clerk asked for any comments on the PNA statutory review to be 
emailed to her before the deadline of 29/01/18.   

 

9. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  
Facebook messages – Cllr Murray stated he was uncomfortable about the recent Facebook messages 
concerning the Christmas market at the Riverside Caravan Park.  These were quite often lacking in fact and 
doing more harm than good. 
Haugh Head Ford – Cllr Murray stated he had been involved in these discussions and was pleased with 
current progress which looks like it will be a positive result for the area.  

 

10. PRECEPT 2018/19 – The meeting examined current year spends and projected spends for 2018/19.  Cllr 
Mather stated that he thought more funding needed to be put into certain areas of spend, particularly Cleaner 
and Repairs and Works.   
Following some round table discussion, Cllr Sinton proposed that the precept should be raised by 15% to 
£23,805, this was seconded by Cllr Pringle.  All agreed.  Clerk to wait until after Councillor Surgery on 
18/01/18 to submit the final figures to NCC, leaving room for any adjustment where necessary. 

 

11. WOOLER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
i. Formalising committee membership – Cllr Mather read out an email sent 4/12/17 from the WNP 

Chair, Lynne Pringle, asking WPC to review and confirm WNP committee membership.  All agreed 
the membership as stated.  Clerk to inform Lynne. 

ii. Planning consultant visit – Jenny Ludman will meet with WPC from 6-7pm on 22/01/18 before the 
main monthly meeting.  Clerk to invite the Press to attend. 

iii. Approval of payment to GGT – Approval given by Cllr Mills for Clerk to pay outstanding invoice of 
£3, 400 to GGT for re-imbursement of monies spent on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

12. SCHOOL FARM FIELD – no further updates. 
 

13. SCOTTS PARK/BRYSONS PARK 
i. Play Park Inspections 18/19 & grass cutting – Cllr Dunn has looked into the cost of training a member 

of WPC to carry out the inspections and it is quite expensive.  The decision of whether to remain with 
NCC or train up a volunteer Cllr or Tracy Hare will be taken in the January meeting.  The current service 
level agreement with NCC ends on 31/03/18.  Cllr Mather read out the grass cutting quotes from NCC (12 
cuts April to September, Scotts Park - £126.94 per cut, Oliver Road - £31.74 per cut).  Clerk to inquire 
whether the grass is usually cut 12 or 13 times per season. 

ii. Fields in trust membership – Clerk gave out some information regarding registering Scott’s Park with 
the Fields in Trust organisation, following a request by Cllr Pringle to look into this.  This would involve 
protecting the site as a green space through a deed of dedication.  Cllr Murray questioned whether it was 
necessary to do this and whether it had to be through this organisation or could it be done through NCC.  
Cllr Mather suggested that Frances Povey (Green Spaces Officer, NCC) be consulted in the first instance.  
Clerk to contact Frances. 

iii. Tender for repairs to zip wire in Scott’s Park – 3 blind quotes to replace the wooden edging frame 
around the zip wire, were read out to the meeting by Cllr Mather.    Cllr Donkin proposed that the quote for 
£1353 + VAT be accepted, seconded by Cllr Murray.  All agreed. Clerk will contact Ian Atkinson to let him 
know his quote won the tender and that WPC would like him to do the work in Jan/Feb 2018.   
Cllr Mather also stated that he had asked Graham Cross for a cost of hiring a mini digger to remove the 
woodchip and scrap out the soil, the cost is £100.  Cllr Mather will provide the tractor and trailer to remove 
the old chips for free.  He also looked at the cost of purchasing new play park safe woodchip to cover the 
area and the cost is £1500.   
Cllr Sinton asked when the current woodchip was put in and therefore how long the new work could be 
expected to last for.  It is expected to last around 10 years.  

 

14. PLANNING MATTERS - 17/04429/FUL Conversion of and extension to garage; internal alterations; 
replacement of windows and doors; added side door; relocation of front door and raised decking area to rear 
of building in line with floor level. 22 Burnhouse Road, NE71 6EE.  No Objections 

 



 

 

15. PLANNING DECISIONS -   

 13/00802/OUT – Outline application for construction of residential development of up to 36 dwellings, 
land north of High Fair, Wooler.  GRANTED. 

 17/03649/ADE – Advertisement consent to change the existing fascia signs, Fry Fry, 2 Market Place, 
NE71 6LF.  GRANTED.   

 
Cllr Mather read out an e-mail from Geoff Horsman (Planning Officer, NCC) relating to 13/00802/OUT stating 
that a 106 section agreement was in place to build 15% affordable homes on the site.  However, the 106 
agreement did not extend to improving or widening the access road through Ramsay’s Lane.  Cllr Murray 
stated that because it was ‘outline’ planning permission in place, he believed there was still an opportunity to 
push back and insist that improvement need to be made to the access route.  Clerk to contact Geoff Horsman 
again. 

 

16. OUTSIDE BODIES  
Cllr Pringle attended a NALC Planning meeting in Newcastle, which went in to great detail about planning 
rules and regulations.  Stephen Ricketts has offered to condense this and update a WPC meeting in early 
2018.  Cllr Mather asked if Cllr Pringle could put the information in an email to the PC. 
 

17. COUNCILLORS TASKS /AOB  

 Cllr Donkin has repaired the bus station seat. 

 Cllr Curry has repaired the frozen pipe and broken tap in the bus station toilet block. 

 The 2 new bins have been placed on the High Street and the old ones have replaced the park bins 
which were damaged/too small.  A bin on Church Street adjacent to the old police station has been hit 
by a car and badly damaged.  Cllr Donkin to look at whether it can be repaired.  If not, one of the bins 
from Scott’s Park could replace it, Cllr Mather will speak to Bob Hodgson to see if this would be ok. 

 Cllr Pringle reported that there has been a few incidents of broken glass found in the Scott’s Park play 
area.  Cllr Mather stated that he has asked Bob Hodgson’s team to check for and remove glass when 
they see it, as this is an ongoing issue. 

 Cllr Dunn reported that the kissing gate at the top of Cheviot Street has now been repaired.   

 Cllr Mather to let Highways know there is a low hanging slack sign on Burnhouse Road. 
 

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 22nd January at 7pm at the Cheviot Centre 
 

19. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  AGENDA 
 

20. FINANCE - Payments authorised: 
 

 

Northumberland County Council – December payroll costs 
(cleaner & clerk) 

BACS 
£713.72 

Linzi Reid – clerk’s expenses – carol service refreshments – 13 
dozen mince pies £46.00, 1 x box of tea £5.29, 1 x jar of coffee 
£5.00, 1 x bag of sugar £0.79, 4 x 2 pints milk £4.00 

BACS 
£61.08 

Donkin Engineering Ltd – supply Christmas lights (£549.00), 
masterplug RCD Adaptor (£8.99), connectors/plugs and cable 
ties (£24.47) + VAT £116.49 

BACS 
£698.95 

Denise Purvis – cleaner’s expenses for cleaning materials BACS £8.98 

GGT Room Hire – Parish Council (3 hours) BACS 
£28.80 

GGT – reimbursement of monies spent on Wooler 
Neighbourhood Plan 

BACS 
£3, 400.00 

Broxap – cost of 2 new public litter bins (NCC grant contributing 
£394.90 towards cost, to be re-imbursed to PC account) 

BACS 
£473.88 

RAF 100 Events – donation to College Valley memorial project BACS £100.00 

Tracy Hare – caretaker (7 hours work) BACS £70.00 

Great North Air Ambulance – donation (half proceeds of carol 
service collection) 

Cheque 
£227.58 

HospiceCare North Northumberland – donation (half proceeds of 
carol service collection) 

Cheque 
£227.58 

TOTAL  £6010.57 

 
 
Signed……………………………………………………..   Date……………………………. 


