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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 7 December 2017 
 
Present:  Cllrs J.G. Watson (in the Chair), S. Black, R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. 
Hobrough, J. Lilley and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
 Adrian Hinchcliffe, AONB Southern Parishes representative 
Ian Davison (Project Manager, NWL), Chris Cain (Design Engineer, NWL) and John Goose (Contracts 
Manager, MMB) 
2 members of the public were present 

       

 
115.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Shepherd 
 

116.  AONB Southern Parishes Representative – Mr Adrian Hinchcliffe  
Mr Hinchcliffe introduced himself to members setting out his previous experience, and his current parish 
councillor position at Longhoughton PC. He referred to the special qualities associated with an area of 
outstanding natural beauty and the challenges in encouraging visitors to enjoy the area, whilst at the 
same time keeping it unspoiled.  
 
Mr Hinchcliffe sought guidance from the Parish Council about how they wanted information shared with 
them. The Chair suggested that issues could be shared with him or the clerk for dissemination to the 
PC, though issues could also be sent direct to members from Adrian, including from other parish 
councils.  
 
Members asked questions about the extent of the AONB boundary and the parishes within it. Comment 
was also made about the artificial nature of the boundary and areas outside of it which were just as 
worthy of protection. It was suggested that thought should be given to whether the AONB could be 
expanded to give support and protection to other areas which needed it.      
 
The Chair thanked Mr Hinchcliffe for attending.  
 
117. Sewer Improvement Works, The Stanners - Mr Ian Davidson from NWL 
Mr Davison circulated a number of drawings which detailed the works and the order in which they would 
be undertaken. A gabion wall would be constructed to stabilise the bankside thereby protecting the 
pumping station, and a planning application had been submitted for this. The Parish Council would be 
formally consulted, along with a number of other consultees and talks had been held with 
Northumberland Estates as the riparian landowner.  
 
Other parts of the project included the rising main diversion which would be done first, followed by the 
foul sewer diversion. Access was an issue here and the work would involve the removal of seven trees, 
though they would be replaced on a two for one basis, and could be located to an alternative position 
should that be preferable. Efforts could be made to retain the memorial tree; if that was not possible, 
then the plaque would be re-mounted. Short areas would be worked at any one time, thereby managing 
risk. 
  
Car parking spaces at The Stanners would have to be suspended for certain periods, and a traffic order 
would be required from NCC. Parking bays could be returned at weekends, and there was room for 
discussion regarding the extent of the area to be taken up by the welfare unit.  Signs would be erected 
to divert vehicles to the beach road car park and a traffic marshal would be present. All parish and ward 
councillors would be invited to the formal consultation event planned for 9 January 2018 between 2pm 
and 6pm.  
 
Members raised the following points:- 
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 There were concerns that erosion to the bankside along the church wall would worsen as a 
result of eddying once work started, creating a longer term problem. Members felt that 
careful consideration needed to be given to the detail of the design (by potentially extending 
the length of the wall) and that further advice should be sought about potential adverse 
consequences. Mr Davison acknowledged the concerns but advised that this was a riparian 
landowner issue, not a statutory undertaker issue. Mr Cain advised that potential adverse 
effects from the works and the gabion wall would be considered as part of the detailed 
design. The plans in front of members were still outline at this stage.    

 There were concerns about the effect of the works on Easter weekend trade and visitors. Mr 
Davison advised that further discussions could be held on this aspect.  

 There was a need to ensure that local businesses were fully aware of the proposals.  

 The proposed resurfacing of Dial Place would be deferred until works were complete.  
 
The Chair thanked the representatives for attending the meeting and for inviting members to the site 
visit held the previous week.  
 
118.  Public Questions   
 
Mr Peter Atkinson from 2 Castle Street referred to the traffic management plan coming to the PC 
meeting in January and urged members to protect the existing levels of parking on Castle St as much 
as possible. A previous reduction of three spaces had had a significant effect. The Chair advised that 
there were no plans to reduce the number of spaces on Castle St and he outlined the main points of the 
traffic management plan.  
 
Mr Bob Hogg asked members about the reasons for the floodgates being locked all winter. He stated 
that this was inconvenient for dog walkers and unnecessary. Cllr Black responded that the Environment 
Agency (EA) had recommended the closure, that the route was not a dedicated dog walking route, and 
that the up-river part of the riverbank, beyond the fence, was private land. EA were confident in 
forecasting fluvial events but storm surge could not be accurately predicted. Correspondence with Mr 
Terry Robson at EA indicated that the EA would be willing to reconsider their policy if the majority of the 
residents of The Butts wanted this. It was stressed that the decision did not lie with the Parish Council 
and any resident who wished EA to keep the gates open should make this known direct to the EA. 
 
119. Minutes of the Meeting held 2 November 2017  
 
With regard to Minute No.105.2 (play area report), Cllr Cashmore commented that this should refer to 
the “low level” fence.  
 
Cllr Lilley commented that there had been some activity around the park lately. The clerk reported that 
planning enforcement had written to Cussins highlighting the Parish Council’s concerns regarding the 
suds basin and its security. Members agreed that the end position with regard to the suds basin should 
be established. 
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with Planning Enforcement Clerk 

 
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair.  
 
 
120. Matters Arising 
 
120.1 Concerns regarding use of the dunes  
Cllr Galilee reported that the gate at the bottom of the track was locked. A post had been put in at the 
top gate but in the wrong position so that the gate could not be fastened.  

 
Agreed Action 
Chair to raise again Councillor Watson 
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120.2: Play area report 
Fence repairs had been actioned. 
 
120.3: St. Lawrence’s Churchyard walls/PC and PCC Liaison Meeting 
Cllr Galilee had provided a detailed update to members by email. He drew members’  
attention to the main points:- 
 

 The information had now been received for the ITT. 

 Trees identified for removal would be a last resort. 
 Liaison meeting with Parochial Church Council 
 Cllrs Black and Galilee had represented the Parish Council. The meeting had proved 

positive and had provided an opportunity for discussion on a range of issues: 

 The PCC had asked whether the PC would consider a contribution towards floodlighting for 
the church. It was noted that the PC already made a general annual contribution to the 
church and it was queried who owned the floodlights around the church.   

 
Agreed Action 
Establish ownership of floodlights  Councillor Lilley 

 
 The PCC had requested that the PC undertake the yew tree and cypress tree pruning. This 

was felt to be acceptable and that David Orange tree surgeon should be enlisted.  
 

Agreed Action 
Estimate be sought from David Orange for 
tree pruning work 

Clerk 

 
 The PCC had asked whether the Christmas cards could be jointly distributed with the PC 

leaflet, but this had already been partially despatched. Those who hadn’t had indicated they 
could help.  

 Grass cutting – the requirements for the churchyard had been specified. It was noted that 
the new contract would need to include grass collection, the usual extra cuts and hedge 
cutting. Strimming and weed killing were appropriate in different areas. Defined 
measurements were also needed for the contract. 

 A decision was awaited regarding the repositioning of the Magna Carta within St Lawrence 
Church.  

 
120.4: Warkworth Village Leaflet 
This had been despatched in some areas and positive comments received. 
 
120.5:  Speeding on Beal Bank 
The Chair reported that the scheme had become larger than the original request. A scheme was 
currently being drawn up as the whole village had to be checked for compliance and consideration be 
given to the introduction of the 40 mph speed limit between Amble and Warkworth. He had asked that it 
be done as quickly as possible. 
 
120.6:  Table of rents/rental and maintenance for football field 
It was noted that members had agreed to continue having the football field cut but as an amenity area 
not a football field. It was felt that comments needed to be sought from the village before that was 
actioned and it was agreed to discuss at the January meeting. 
 
It was also noted that one of the leases was missing from the schedule previously circulated regarding 
an area of land passed over to the PC by a group of parents.  
 
It was noted that there had been no further response from Northumberland Estates regarding the 
“temporary” road to the east of Birling. 
 

Agreed Action 
Items for next agenda  Clerk 
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The Birling/Killiecranckie/Beach Road  Cllr Watson 
 
 
120.7:  New Homes Bonus Progress 
Nothing further to report. 
 
120.8:  Bankside Erosion 
Already discussed.  
 
120.9: Litter Board for the Beach 
The Clerk advised that Coquet View were prepared to maintain the Board if the Parish Council would 
pay for it, at a cost of at least £330 depending on design. Members did not feel this would be a good 
use of the parish council’s precept and decided against purchase. 
 

Agreed Action 
Advise AONB  Clerk 

 
120.10: Outcome of Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
No further progress to report. 
 
120.11: Village Christmas tree/Christmas Lights 
The Chair reported that, whilst the timing of the lights had been an issue initially, this had now been 
resolved and the Rotary Club had been very pleased with the event, raising £200. It was hoped to make 
the event bigger next year. Comments included:- 
 

 Consideration should be given to closing Dial Place off next year. The Chair agreed to raise 
with Bob Hodgeson. 

 It would be nice to have lights of all the same colour on the tree with an illuminated star on 
the top. 

 The electrician would take the lights down after the holidays but the lights on the Castle 
would remain until the end of February. It was commented that year round curtain lighting at 
the Castle would look good but English Heritage did not want the Castle to be lit from within 
the grounds.  

 It was agreed that a plan for next year’s event would be prepared in good time for 
consideration by the PC. 

 
  
121. County Councillor Report 

 The LTP for next year was in the planning stage and details of the priorities were provided 
including the upgrade of Guildens Park Road.  

 There had been further discussions regarding the footpaths on Woodlands.  
 The screening of Penelope Keith’s “Coastal Villages” programme which featured Warkworth 

would take place on 20 December 2017 on Channel 4. 
 The Chair thanked all councillors who had worked on the village Christmas lights.  

 
 
122. Councillor Area Reports 
Councillor Lilley – this report had been circulated by email. The Chair advised that the concrete pipe 
would be removed and it was on private land. The trees on The Stanners had also been previously 
discussed and a decision taken on no action.  It was agreed that Cllrs Lilley and Cashmore would deal 
with the branches covering the seat. 
 

 Agreed Action 
Clearance of seat near the river Cllrs Lilley/Cashmore 

 
Councillor Wilson – the information boards on the Stanners needed new covers. Also a sign was 
needed at the back of Warkworth House to prevent dog fouling. 
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Agreed Action 
Action replacement covers  Clerk 
Communication to proprietors of Warkworth 
House  

Clerk 

 
Councillor Elliott – the road at Guyzance had been closed for five days recently without any work 
apparently being done.  
 

Agreed Action 
Investigate with Highways  Clerk 

 
Councillor Black – the resurfacing of Morwick Gardens had still not been done and there were still a 
number of street lights with no heads on them. The Chair reported the current position with the street 
lighting modernisation contract. 
 
Councillor Dr Hobrough – the two longstanding potholes outside St Lawrence Terrace had finally 
been filled in. He also reported on the removal of plant and machinery by Cussins into another area, 
causing significant damage to the hedges along St Oswald’s Way in the process.  
 

Agreed Action 
Communication to MD of Cussins Clerk 

 
Councillor Cashmore – a new 30mph sign had appeared on Morwick Road. The Chair confirmed that 
this would be removed.  
 
123. Correspondence Received: 
123.1: Thankyou letter from CAN 
123.2: Notification about new external auditor 
123.3: Invite from Amble TC 
123.4: Thankyou letter from Great North Air Ambulance 
123.5: Pharmacy Needs Assessment Consultation 
  
 
124. Agenda Items: 
124.1: Request for grant aid from Northumberland Theatre Company 
Agreed the request be refused 
 
124.2: Request for grant aid from North Northumberland Walking for Health Programme 
Agreed an award of £50 be made 
 
124.3: Interactive Speed Signs 
Agreed PC express an interest when CAN are in a position to proceed. 
 
124.4: Signs at The Stanners 
Agreed progress with Smiths at Barnard Castle. 
 

Agreed Action 
Arrange additional signage with Smiths  Clerk 

 
124.5: Dial Place Resurfacing  
Already dealt with. 
 
124.6: Closure of the Floodgates  
Already dealt with. 
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125.   Planning 
125.1 Planning applications to consider: 
 
17/04158/PRUTPO mainly remedial and formative pruning within the ornamental and fruit trees on this 
plot/ 3 Castle Street, Warkworth  - No objections 
 
17/04238/FUL and 17/04239/LBC Construction of a new dwelling within the grounds of Birling Manor/ 
Birling Manor, Birling and Listed Building Consent for same - No objections but the Parish Council’s 
concerns regarding additional vehicles accessing the A1068 with restricted visibility, and pedestrian 
access from the A1068 on a section without pavements be conveyed to the Planning Authority.  
 
17/04271/FUL Proposed embankment stabilisation along the River Coquet at the Stanners/ Land north 
of St Lawrence’s Church, The Stanners, Warkworth – No objections  
 
 
125.2 Confirmation of Parish Council Decision – Application 17/03951/FUL enlargement of existing 
living room window and replacement of existing timber windows with UPVC double glazed windows/ 6 
Greens Park, Warkworth 
 
Agreed that the Parish Council’s objection and comments (as circulated to and agreed by members) to 
this application be confirmed. 
 
 
126.  Finance: 
 
a. Current Balance: £39,270.83 Treasurers Account, £87,549.32 Instant Access Account as at 1 
November 2017 
 
b. Payments for Approval: 

438 Clerk Salary and expenses 
Nov 2017 

£309.73 

439 HMRC PAYE £55.80 
440 Northumberland County Council Fitting of gull flaps to 

litter bin 
£67.21 

441 Patrick Parsons  Church walls – site 
inspection, survey 
and drawings 

£1,518.00 

442 HMRC PAYE £100.00 
 
c. Receipts: 

09.10.17 TSB Interest £3.36 
26.10.17 H. Wilson Christmas lights 

collection box 
£98.67 

    
    

 
 
127.  Information Items 
The following information items were noted:  
 
127.1: NALC Enews 7 November 2017 
127.2: NALC Enews 14 November 2017 
127.3: NALC ENews 22 November 2017 
127.4: CAN News Oct 2017 
127.5: North Northumberland LAC 23 Nov 2017 agenda 
127.6: November Neighbourhood Planning Updates  
127.7: CAN News November 2017 
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128.  Items for next meeting 
 

 
129.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 4 January 2018. Cllr Lilley submitted his apologies 
for this. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


