
 

 

  
EMBLETON PARISH COUNCIL  

 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH  

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Monday 22nd May 2017 at 7.00pm, Creighton Hall, Embleton. 

 

 
Chairman:  Terry Howells  
 
Present:  Raymond Carss, Richard Manners, Adam Moody, Georgina Armstrong, Vickie Fyffe 
 
Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 
Attendance: Cllr Wendy Pattinson, two members of the public 

 
Apologies: None 
 
 
        

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 
 

1. Welcome by the Parish Council Chairman 
 

2. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting of the Parish  
 
The Minutes from 23rd May 2016 were agreed as a true record.   
 

3. Report from the Parish Council Chairman of the work of the Council over the past 12 
months: 

 
3.1 Christon Bank Signs and Stone Planters 
Despite the best efforts of the Parish Council (PC) the proposed planters at Christon Bank have not 
been built even though NCC permission has been received.  Stone is available and a builder has 
been appointed (£680 per planter) but work has not yet commenced.  Some of the missing signs at 
Christon Bank have been replaced but one in particular is still missing (Horsley place). 
 
3.2 Parking at Dunstan Steads 
‘No Overnight Parking’ signs have been installed at Dunstan Steads and in the quarry lay-by. 
Unfortunately, these are not enforceable but it is hoped for a reduction of overnight stays. 
 
3.3 War Memorial Plaque 
The War Memorial trust have confirmed that the PC is eligible for a grant to add missing names to the 
War Memorial. None of the other PC’s involved have suggested any names to be added from parishes 
so Embleton will proceed alone. 
 
3.4 You’re Welcome Scheme 
New signs pointing to the public toilets available in the Parish Church Room building were purchased 
and erected. Unfortunately, the one clarifying that public toilets are available at the Golf Club was 
removed by NCC as it was attached to their lamp post. The PC were advised not to follow up on this. 
 
 
 



 

 

3.5 Creighton Place Development 
There was considerable correspondence between the PC, NCC, Cussins, and Mark Bridgman (land 
owner) regarding the unofficial use of a site entry off Station Road which caused large, heavy lorries 
to use Station Road between Embleton and Christon Bank.  Eventually after many protests the 
entrance was closed and the official site entry off the B1339 was opened.  After discussion with NCC 
the PC agreed that the footpath from the new development to the village should be constructed on 
the East side of the B1339. It was confirmed that the path would not require the felling of any trees 
on the lay by grass nor the demolition of the remaining old wall in front of the new bungalows in 
Whinstone View.  A contribution of £7,200 was allocated to Embleton as part of Cussins payment to 
NCC. This was surprisingly controlled by NCC not the PC. Payments were eventually made to the 
Cricket Club, Football Club and Play Park.  Queries have been raised regarding the type of dwellings 
being built to back onto Woodstead in relation to the approved plan. This is being investigated by the 
PC. 
 
3.6 Neighbourhood Plan 
After a presentation by an officer from NCC and a public meeting the PC agreed to investigate the 
preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan for Embleton Parish. After publicity to ask parishioners to join 
the drafting panel a committee has been formed and initial meetings have taken place. An application 
for a grant to part finance the work is being prepared. 
 
3.7 Parking on Parish Council Land 
The grass on the bank opposite the Grey’s Inn is being eroded by parking. The PC has investigated 
various means of reducing this wear but when disruption to parishioners living adjacent to the bank 
was taken into account no satisfactory solution could be agreed upon. 
 
3.8 Speeding in Christon Bank 
Many complaints of the 30mph speed limit within the village being ignored were received by the PC. 
This was added to the Local Transport Plan for the parish. Speeding was surveyed at three points in 
the village. The results of one of the assessment met the criteria required by the Northumbria Safety 
Roads initiative for consideration for additional enforcement measures. 
 
3.9 Stone Bus Shelter for South Exit of Embleton 
After several false starts stone was eventually retrieved from an outhouse at the disused quarry house 
and a new bus shelter built close to where the old vandalised plastic shelter had stood. Grants of 
£2000 from each of NCC and the County Councillor’s discretionary fund were received to help cover 
total cost of approximately £7000.  To date the redundant lamp post and dropped kerbs have not 
been attended to by NCC 
 
3.10 Asset Register 
The PC asset register has been updated to include the Embleton village pant (listed building) and 
suitable insurance arranged. Questions still remain regarding the Spitalford cemetery arch. 
 
3.11 Planting on Whinstone View Bank 
The PC again complained to NCC about the condition of this bank. After site visits and discussion, it 
was agreed to let the planting establish and review the state in spring / summer 2017. 
 
3.12 Embleton Joint Burial Committee 
During the year considerable work has been carried out in order to establish the most economical 
way to maintain the cemetery in an acceptable condition. The resident caretaker left post (and vacated 
Cemetery House) in March 2017. It was eventually agreed to appoint a professional firm of gardeners 
with experience of cemetery maintenance for a one-year trial. It was agreed that Cemetery House 
should be sold on the open market to the highest bidder. Proceeds from the sale will be invested to 
provide an income to pay for maintenance. 
 
3.13 Dog Bins 
Several dog bins in the parish have been replaced due to wear and damage to the existing units. 
 
 



 

 

3.14 Bolton Terrace 
Land registry documentation has been completed for the small site at the rear of Bolton Terrace. This 
land has now been rented out at £300 per annum. An infestation of rats at the site due to a damaged 
sewer was dealt with by NCC at the request of the PC. 
 
3.15 Development within Christon Bank 
Several residents from Horsley Place attended a PC meeting to complain about a proposed 
development of 13 dwellings on land to the north of their estate. The PC answered questions where 
possible and agreed to file an objection based on some of the points raised. As a result, a revised 
planning application was submitted answering the PC’s objections and currently it is understood 
another revised application is imminent. 
 
3,16 Community Asset Transfer of Embleton Quarry 
The PC is in active discussions with NCC regarding the transfer of ownership of the disused Embleton 
Quarry from NCC to Embleton Parish Council. Sinton’s of Newcastle have been appointed to act for 
the PC. It is hoped a meeting of interested parties will take place in the next weeks and that the 
transfer can be completed before the end of summer. 
 
3.17 Roadside Trees 
Following the successful legal case against a PC for irregular assessment and maintenance of trees 
on their land the PC is investigating hiring an appropriate specialist to check on their trees. 
 
3.18 Electrical sub-station move 
The PC has been in discussion with Northern Electric about the relocation of the sub -station within 
the Play Park car park. A new position has been agreed and work has commenced to move the sub-
station. 
 
3.19 Dog Control 
During the year our County Councillor was involved in the preparation of a new dog control document. 
It was understood that this might include the banning of dogs from beaches in Embleton and Newton. 
The PC with support from many parishioners and businesses, expressed their dismay, and opposition, 
to this proposal and it is understood that in fact this will not proceed. There may be a new control 
order issued for comment by NCC but this is expected to be very similar to the one currently existing 
 
 

4. Reports from other Parish organisations 
 

County Councillor’s Report 
 
Cllr Cairns provided Councillors with a brief report of main issues that she has addressed over the 
past 12 months prior to the meeting.  A copy of the report is stated below: 

 
I feel proud and privileged have been able to help so many people across the ward. Everywhere I go 
I see a legacy of my work: refurbished villages halls and churches, roads resurfaced, potholes filled, 
new bus shelters, new drainage gulleys, new parking provision and new signage.  

 
4.1 Particularly in and around the parish of Embleton we have: 

• Saving of Embleton first school supporting strong community campaign 
• A smart new stone bus shelter at Embleton 
• Transfer of Embleton Quarry to a community asset 
• Fifty years of flooding fixed at Falladon Crossing with new road re-surfacing in the 

programme for October 2017 
• Masonry bridge repairs at Allensford 
• Speed surveys at Christon Bank 
• Drainage cleared and road surfacing planned for Christon Bank 
• New road surfacing programmed right through Embleton village 

 
 



 

 

4.2 Other highlights across the ward include: 
 

4.2.2 County Policy 
I represented NCC on the AONB board, Uplands LEADER board and the NE Walking and Cycling 
Board, producing the first ever strategy, ‘Geared Up’.  I personally instigated and drove through the 
committee process 2 new strategic policies:  
 

1) The County adoption of the national CLOCS (construction logistics and community safety) 
standard to make HGVs safer across Northumberland. (Northumberland has been invited again 
to speak at a national conference on this issue as we are being held up as best practice amongst 
local authorities across the UK). 
 

2) A new county-wide Responsible Dog Charter to keep our beaches, towns and villages clean and 
safe. This charter will give parish councils all the tools and materials they need to raise awareness 
of the dangers of dog fouling and make it socially unacceptable. It covers three strands of 
education, engagement and enforcement. This will be launched in June 2017. 

 

4.2.3 Projects 
• Helped the community save Branton School as well as Embleton. 
• Represented parish councils and residents at planning committees. 
• Instigated provision of parking and traffic calming along the coast. 

 

4.2.4 Individuals 
• I helped an elderly couple struggling to get central heating who were grateful to have their 

“first warm winter in years”. 
• I helped a young couple struggling with significant social care provision who said my 

“involvement had completely turned their case around”. 
• I helped provide housing for a young family who were “so grateful and happy to be in their 

beautiful new home”. 
 
4.3.  Closing Statement 
I have attended as many Embleton parish council meetings as possible to listen to the local concerns. 
For each meeting I have prepared a bespoke report addressing the specific issues of the parish, as I 
have done for all of the nine parish councils across the ward.  I thank the people of the parish who put 
their trust in me with their votes, and for the scores of messages of thanks I have received over the last 
two weeks. I will stand again to represent you at the next opportunity. 
 
5.  Member of the Public Comment 
Mr William Sutherland attended the Annual Meeting of the Parish to express his concerns regarding dog 
control along the Embleton Bay coastline.    Mr Sutherland’s Father donated the dune land to the National 
Trust and Mr Sutherland shared his concerns that the advertising and promotion of the local area by the 
National Trust, AONB and NCC is having detrimental effects.  An article in the recent April / May edition 
of the Whinstone Times emphasises these effects.  Mr Sutherland circulate a letter to all Cllr’s regarding 
a proposed ‘Green Dog Walkers’ scheme that he is requesting that EPC show support for the scheme.  
It has received backing from Craster and Newton by the Sea PC’s to date.  The Cllr’s agreed to discuss 
and consider the scheme.  Cllr’s to read the letter and discuss at the June PC Meeting.  Clerk / Chairman 
to feedback to Mr Sutherland.   

 
 

Close to the Annual Meeting of the Parish at 7:15pm 
 
 
   Chairman ____________________ 
 
 
   Date   ____________________ 


