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At the meeting of the Parish Council at URC Hall on Thursday 10 April 2014. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Davison, D Green, J Marshall, A Morton and J Secker.    

County Councillor Sanderson  
The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin      

 
115 Apologies for absence – Cllr H Lindley  

116 Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – None  

117 Public Questions (max 5 mins per person) – None  

118 The minutes of the meeting 27 February 2014 were signed as a true record.  

119 Matters Arising therefrom: 

• Council tax Charges on mobiles homes – A review is being undertaken by NCC to ensure 
that any mobile home that is used as someone’s sole or main residents is registered to pay 
council tax.  Capacity Grid has been appointed to fully manage and carry out the review on 
behalf of NCC.  This will start week commencing 14 April. 

• BT manhole cover at The Peth footpath – This has been reported for repair.  Clerk to 
pursue. 

• Caravan Park not closing during February as per planning conditions – no further 
updated on this from NCC Enforcement Officer.  Clerk to pursue. 

• Rubbish bins at recycling area – the request for removal of the bins was placed with NCC 
however they are still in place.  The Clerk has checked them regularly and there does not 
seem to be an issue of fly tipping or misuse at present. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

120 Report by County Councillor: 

• At the last Council meeting CC Sanderson tabled a question about the Core Strategy, the 
timetable for this and whether this would allow meaningful consultation – he received 
reassurances that this would not be an issue but he is not convinced. 

• Cameras on the A697 – asked again as to how often the speed cameras are on this road 
– 9 times in the last 6 months, however they have been at Fairmoor 18 times in the same 
period.  93 tickets were issues in 2 hours at Fairmoor however this is not an accident spot.  
Residents pay £125k per year into the partnership of NCC and Northumbria Policy to pay 
for camera speed checks and these should be used in accident spots not for a revenue 
stream. 

• NCC are looking to move the offices to Ashington, there have been major arguments 
about this, the administration could have looked at a number of alternative locations but 
no consultation has taken place on this proposal.  

• CC Sanderson asked the Council about budget savings in relation to Leisure Centres – 
there is a £0.5m cut in leisure provision which will have implications in terms of increasing 
the costs of facilities as well as cutting back on existing facilities. 

• Pot hole repairs are having to be chased up and need to monitor in relation to the promise 
of all pot holes being filled by June. 

• Broadband – chasing up on what is happening with the Felton exchange as he is wary 
that NCC has made cuts to the Broadband provision.  Clerk to check with John Cooper 
what the situation is and ask him to attend a future meeting. 

• Bridge railing repairs did not make the LTP list but is has not been forgotten about.  CC 
Sanderson has met with Margaret Robinson of NCC to try to get it included in works in the 
2015 financial year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

121 Report back from Meetings and Representations on behalf of TPC – 

Cemetery Committee Meeting – Burial and associated fees have been held at the 2013/14 
prices.  Parish Councils will be required to pay 100% levy this year and the levy to be 
reviewed in September for next year.  The audited accounts were approved and signed off.  A 
new grass cutter was purchased. 

Cllr Marshall reported that a Felton Relief Charity meeting had taken place and 1 grant was 
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made at this meeting.  Some money has come into the fund from various events and all the 
funds from the banks and trustees have been recovered.  It must be noted that this fund will 
eventually run out as no new significant funds are coming in or expected to come in. 

122 Potential Projects 
a)  Footpaths/Rights of Way –  

• Footpath No 18 from The Helm to West Thirston – The Footpath Officer has reviewed this 

footpath and made the following comments  “He looked at the byway between Black Brook 

farm and Eshottheugh and there is a boggy section here just south of the river at a 

gateway. It isn’t pleasant to use but he considers it passable and was ok with wellies on, 

and there is a solid base beneath the mud if you stick to the centre of the track. It would 

be difficult and potentially very expensive to resolve requiring extensive drainage and re-

surfacing works and at the moment he does not consider that NCC could justify works on 

this route. The overgrowth does not appear to be a problem at this time of year.” 

• Footpath No 11 – from the A1 by Bockenfield to Burgham Park – The access has now been 
opened by having the hedging cut back. 

b)  Landscaping – The Rockery is looking fine at present.  Cllr Morton raised the issue of planting 
some bulbs to add some colour and it was agreed this would be an agenda item in the 
Autumn. 

 
 
 
 

123 Planning:   
To report on any planning decisions: 

13/03614/FUL – Burgham Golf Club – New access road - APPROVED 
14/00080/FELTPO – Felling of trees behind the Northumberland Arms - REFUSED 
Planning applications pending: 
14/00877/VARYCO - Northumberland Arms - Vary Cond 2 of 13/02795/FUL – No Objections 

14/00878/LBC - Northumberland Arms - Vary Cond 2 of 13/02795/FUL – No Objections 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

124 Services: 

• Blocked Drain outside Northumberland Arms – this has been reported to NCC by the Clerk 
following a complaint from a resident. 

• Dislodged Kerbstone at Leaside in West Thirston – This has been reported to NCC by the 
Clerk for urgent repair as it is a potential hazard to pedestrians.  Clerk to pursue as no action 
taken to date. 

• Litter Pick – there was a good turn out at the litter pick and thanks to be put in The Bridge to all 
those who helped out.  It was agreed that high viz vests and signs would be helpful for those 
collecting by the roads.  Clerk to request for next litter pick. 

 

 
 
 
Clerk 

125 Requested Agenda Items – 

• Report of resident cutting hand on The Bridge – A resident from Thirston New Houses cut 
her hand on an exposed rusty area of the bridge.  Photos were forwarded to the Clerk which 
she sent to NCC requesting urgent action.  NCC sent a surveyor out to review the bridge.  The 
Clerk notified today that workmen were once again fixing gaffer tape to the bridge and painting 
it.   

• Brambles at Field of Hope – a request has been made for the brambles to be cut back at the 
Field of Hope once the daffodils have finished flowering and been given the opportunity to die 
back.  The Clerk to speak to Mr Clarehugh to request he undertake this work. 

• TPO extension to Eshott Village – A mature chestnut tree was cut down, in the dark, with the 
resident claiming the roots may be affecting their house.  Neighbours complained to NCC 
however this area is in a triangle of land which is not in the registered TPO area.  Some 
residents at Eshott wish to have all the trees in Eshott village covered by the TPO and they are 
to progress this, they have asked for the Parish Council’s support when consulted on this 
issue.   

• Tree removal in West Thirston conservation area – Trees were cut down at a property in 
the Conservation Area of West Thirston without approval.  The Enforcement Officer got to the 
site too late to save any of the trees.  She informed the owners of the process for trees in 
Conservation Areas.  She has now written to the owner and has asked him plant 2 
replacement trees.  If he does plant these trees then it will be then end of the matter, but if he 
doesn’t agree she may need to serve a formal notice to require the re-planting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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• Conservation Area information – Following the issue of the tree felling raised above the 
Clerk and the Enforcement Officer felt it would be a good idea to put some information into The 
Bridge detailing planning issues in Conservation Areas.  The Clerk will prepare information to 
be put in The Bridge. 

• Wintrick issues with dog fouling, rubbish dumping and lamping – The Clerk has been 
contacted by a resident of Wintrick reporting various issues.  The resident stated that the 
notices asking people to pick up after their dogs is having some effect however people are 
picking up and then leaving their poo bags at the side of the road and not removing them.  A 
request was put into NCC for a bin along this stretch of road however there is still a resource 
issue within NCC for emptying bins so they won’t allow any new bins at present.  If they can 
get intelligence on who is leaving the waste and approximate walking times they will follow up 
with enforcement action.  Clerk to report back to the resident who requested the bin. 
Rubbish is still being dumped along the Wintrick Road, especially in the layby area. 
Finally reports of lamping taking place along here and the surrounding fields have been 
received, it would appear this is getting to be more problematic, however it is the time of year 
for hare hunting to take place.  Reports have been made by the police and the Clerk has 
spoken to locals who are aware of this and are being more alert, especially as there have been 
issues with a number of thefts and attempted thefts around the airfield area. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

126 Correspondence 

• NCC – Broadband update – already circulated 

• NCC – Capacity issues within the Planning and Enforcement Team – already circulated.  
There are a number of staff off sick which is causing problems in planning and 
enforcement – NCC are also looking at providing short term cover for this area. 

• Northumbrian Fire Service Fire and Rescue Plan 2014-2017 – consultation on the Fire and 
Rescue Plan is taking place 31 March to 9 May.  Clerk respond on behalf of the Parish 
Council. 

• Dept for Communities and Local Government – Consultation on a draft transparency code 
for parish councils with a turnover not exceeding £25,000 – on circulation 

• SPARSE - Invite to join a Rural Sounding Board – it was agreed that no representation 
would be made. 

• Speeding report – A speed watch took place on 26 March resulting in 7 out of 18 people 
found to be speeding, they will receive a warning letter.  The speed watch team were also 
in the village again on 9 April – no results from this as yet. 

• Email requesting Parish Councils support on Business Rates to be paid to Parish Councils 
– a proposal has been put forward to Government for Parish Councils to receive a 
percentage of Business Rates from businesses within their parish which can then be 
used to assist in protecting and promotion sustainability of their localities – it was 
agreed to support this proposal. 

• Clerks and Councils Direct, CAN news and Good Councillors Guide 

• CAN Donation request – no donation to be made 

• CAN Spring Conference – 9 May Stannington Village Hall at 2pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

127 Finance  
(a) Financial Summary was reviewed with no issues.  The Current Account Balance is 

£3,270.05, Deposit Account Balance £5,318.11. 

(b) Payments - The following list was put before members and was approved: 

Payments this meeting: 

000658 Design Art (already paid ) 72.00 

000659 L Hamlin (2 weeks pay plus expenses) 77.34 

000660 PAYE 14.14 

000661 Felton Parish Council – Cemetery levy 762.85 

000662 Zurich Insurance 243.80 

 
(c) Receipts – NCC Precept £3,250.00 
(d) Approval of Accounting Statements was approved unanimously by the Council 
(e) Approval of Annual Governance Statement was approved unanimously by the Council 
(f) Insurance Renewal – it was agreed to continue with Zurich Insurance as they gave the best 
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quote.  Came & Company and AON were both in excess of £300 for the same cover. 
 

128 Urgent Items –  

• Cllr Secker reported that the bus shelter at The Helm has been hit by a car – no details of 
the car are available and there is minimal damage to the shelter so no action to be taken. 

• Cllr Morton stated the family of cones which cover the open man hole at the bridge by 
East Thirston have been there for a number of months now. The Clerk to request the man 
hole cover be replaced. 

• Pot Holes – opposite the School House, on the bend by the rockery, the one at The Helm 
which was recently repaired, Bockenfield Layby and there are various potholes along the 
lane that leads from the A1 to Eshott and to the back road.  Most are the same pot holes 
that were repaired last year but which have opened up again. 

 

129 Items for next agenda  

Stones on Verges 
 
 

Chairman closed the meeting 9.05 pm 
 

Date of Next Meeting : Annual General Meeting to be held on Thursday 15 May in The URC Hall 
after the Annual Parish Meeting to be held at 7.30pm 

 
 
Meeting Dates:   15/05/14, 03/07/14, 14/08/14, 18/09/14, 30/10/14, 11/12/14 

 


