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At the Parish Meeting of the Council held in the Coquet Room, Felton Village Hall on Thursday 15 December 
2016. 
 
Present:  Cllrs D Green, H Lindley, J Marshall, A Morton and J Secker.  
 
69 Apologies for absence – Cllr E Davidson, County Councillor Sanderson  

70 Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – None  

71 Public Questions (max 5 mins per person) - None  

72 The minutes of the meeting 20 October 2016 were signed as a true record.  

73 Matters Arising therefrom: 
a) Pig Excrement – NCC has confirmed they have raised this issue with the farmer 

concerned however for action to be taken residents must contact NCC as soon as the 
issue arises so they can address the issue immediately. 

b) Resiting of War Memorial Plaques from URC Hall – these are now in place.  A letter of 

thanks to be sent to Mr Dunn. 
c) Kerb stone outside Northumberland Arms – extensive works have been undertaken by 

NCC for repairing the kerb stones outside the Northumberland Arms.   
d) Bus Shelter at A1 – This has now been repaired.  
e) Extra signage at East entrance to Eshott – A meeting took place with NCC on this issue 

and details were then forwarded to Kevin Brown who has placed the issue on the LTP 
programme of requests.  It was agreed to respond to NCC to state this was not 
acceptable as this would likely mean no action would be taken and a suitable solution had 
been agreed at the meeting with NCC.   

f) Signage and beer garden at Northumberland Arms – Signage on the bridge has been 
removed and plastic glasses have been implemented for the sale of alcohol to be taken 
over the road to the beer garden.  The wooden picnic bench has been removed from the 
pathway for winter and the Manager has stated he will look to locate it elsewhere next 
year.  

g) Felton Old Bridge works – These works have been postponed until 9 January.  Clerk to 
put up notices to inform residents of the proposed works and put on Felton and Thirston 
Matters facebook page after Christmas. 

h) Electricity Blips - Kevin Parkin, Jeff Hunter and David Brown from Northern Powergrid 

gave an overview of the situation with regard to the ongoing issues of power blips within the 
parish and surrounding area to Felton Parish Council.  Felton/Thirston area is mainly fed by 
overhead lines from the Linton substation.  The problem area is the stretch of lines from The 
Helm to Felton.  90% of the problems are transient faults which causes power blips which last 
5-10 seconds, if the problem goes within that time the system resets itself otherwise it trips two 
more times and if the problem still occurs then there is a permanent fault and the power 
remains off.  Problems can be birds on the lines or a branch dropping on the line. Northern 
Powergrid have been rebuilding and repairing the overhead lines and making the spacing 
wider to alleviate problems with bird’s wings crossing two lines at once – this causes power 
blips.   

The Helm is vulnerable as there are a lot of wires on this line but a flashing beacon has been 
put on the pole to scare off the birds.  Vermin guards have also been installed to protect 
against birds, squirrels etc. accessing the lines and these seem to be working as there have 
been fewer dead birds found at the bottom of these poles.  Northern Powergrid hope to have 
guards placed on all poles in the future but there are some issues with physically accessing the 
poles as they don’t wish to switch the power off.  They can use “hot glove” men to install 
guards using cherry pickers but this cannot be done when the land is too wet to access with 
the pickers.  Transformers on poles are earthed and they are ideal for birds to sit on – they are 
looking to change these which will cut down on birds causing blips.   

There is a device in the primary sub station which can limit the fault current for 30 seconds 
which would mean there would only be a power cut should there be a fault that does not 
disappear – ie if the problem goes within 30 seconds then there will not be a cut.  Unfortunately 
this device is not working at present and Northern Powergrid are looking into why this is – they 
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believe it may be to do with power feed into the Ulgham railway but this is still being 
investigated and they will update the Parish Council as to progress on this.   

Finally Mr Parkin stated that if there are elderly or vulnerable people within the parish they can 
be registered with Northern Powergrid and they will have their needs met before others.  
Northern Powergrid has a transit van, which has been used in the village before, which 
provides charger points, TV and heating, hot drinks etc.  It was agreed this could be 
showcased at Felton and Thirston Fair, power cut issues permitting, and the Clerk to put an 
item in The Bridge for elderly or vulnerable residents to register with Northern Powergrid. 
Some residents had received compensation payments from Powergrid following the power 
supply cuts in November.  Clerk to ascertain what the criteria is for compensation.  

i) Welcome Booklet – this has now been updated and is with The Bridge team for printing. 
j) Replacement Trees at The Peth – Laura Cryan has chased the applicant for dates of 

when replacement planting is to take place. She received no response to followed this up 
with a letter   NCC would want this replanting to take place ideally in the this planting 
season.  This has been referred to the Enforcement Officer for action.  

k) Removal of Felton URC Sign – A request has been put into NCC for this.  No action has 
been taken as yet.  Clerk to chase up. 
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74 Report by County Councillor –  
 It seems to be busier than ever – lots of planning issues, school queries, and highways problems 
galore.  Luckily the staff on the ground continue to be very helpful and we get most problems 
solved pretty quickly. 

I tabled two formal questions  at Council on the 7
th
 December  

1. Given the repeated assurances during the planning process for the Barratts Stobhill 
development that Morpeth schools had, and would continue to have, more than sufficient places 
for children of families moving into new homes in Morpeth, can we be re-assured that those 
guarantees still hold true? 

2. Why does the NSRI Camera Van continue to be deployed at Pottery Bank, and how many 
notices of intended prosecution have been issued at that site, at Clifton near Morpeth. And at all 
deployments at locations on the A697 for the three months August 1

st
 to November 1

st
 2016? 

On the first I continue to be concerned about the schools in Morpeth, especially KEVI, being able 
to cope with all the extra numbers of children who will be living here soon. The new planning 
application from the Council which might see another 200 houses on the County Hall site will only 
exacerbate the problem.   I called a public meeting before the Barratts Stobhill development went 
to committee and asked about school places and was assured there would not be a problem – so I 
want to make sure that this is still the line.  And likewise for parking in Morpeth. Anyone who has 
tried to find a space on a Saturday morning in particular will understand the problem! 

And the second issue of the NSRI (to which we contribute £125,000 each year in order to reduce 
speed in high accident spots) continues to annoy me and many others which is why I continue to 
raise it – the vans are supposed to be helping prevent excess speed related accidents at roads 
like the A697 – one of the most dangerous rural A class roads in the country. 
Yet they continue to be deployed at places like Pottery bank which has had no speed related 
accidents for five years.   Each time I raise this NCC say they will do something yet to date little 
has changed. So I will bang on about it till something is done to ensure the vans are deployed on 
roads with speed related accident records and not what some believe to be “easy-pickings” areas 
like Clifton and Fairmoor/Pottery Bank. 

Last month I raised roadside grass verge cutting in an effort to achieve a rethink about how this 
important job is done. I think we could easily afford to go back to the old system of contractors and 
local farmers cutting at the correct times – this would prevent the messy and dangerous 
overgrown verges we have now that are choked with cleavers etc. Maybe I am making some 
progress. 

I am hoping to get some traffic calming for East Thirston.  Burgham is now almost connected up 
with Broadband finally after a lot of chasing. 

Doubtless you may be sending in a consulation response about  the A1 options – my concern 
remains the effect of significant extra levels of traffic on the A697 should the Green Route not be 
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chosen. 

My best wishes for Christmas and 2017 and thank you for another year of good joint working. 

75 Report back from Meetings and Representations on behalf of TPC 
Recreation Field Group – work is ongoing to prepare for a new building to be located on rec 
field.  The first issue being renewing the containers and siting in a new location and removal 
of the old containers.  This is in hand.  New chippings are being ordered for the play area and 
the hedge surrounding the play area is to be cut back to gate height as opposed to being 
removed and replaced with metal fencing.  The Clerk to look at contracting a local man to 
undertake ongoing maintenance on the play area. 

Cemetery Meeting – It was agreed the Remembrance Day service was well attended and 
ran very smoothly this year.  It was agreed not to pursue the repair works to the War 
Memorial. 

Hadston Liaison meeting – this was attended by Cllr Lindley.  It was not well represented.  
Parishes were facing the same issues.  One particular issue being the lack of anything from 
the LTP being undertaken by NCC.  Also it was raised that money from new houses being 
built that is received by NCC from Government is not being passed to the parishes.  Clerk to 
look into this further.  

Transparency Training – Clerk attended training on the Transparency Code which was 
useful. 
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76 Potential Projects 
a) Riverside – Nothing to report. 
b) Footpaths/Rights of Way – 2 x footpath issues reported to NCC by Cllr Secker and also 

the Clerk – NCC State - FP5. The first footpath has many longstanding issues on it and 
goes through buildings at Brocks Cottage, it is not a straight forward matter to resolve but 
it is on the list of paths to investigate. 
CC Sanderson stated FP4. relates to his land although he has not had any issues raised 
for 30 years.  Since the query was raised the stubble has been ploughed, the land was too 
wet to mark out the footpath but there is an unploughed strip which should make it clear 
enough.  Cllr Secker raised the issue that a bridge is in poor condition.  Clerk to look into 
this.  

c) Landscaping – Clerk has provided details of Councillors to the Contractor for him to 

arrange to meeting discuss what works are required before submitting price for 2017 
landscaping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

77 Planning:   
To report on any planning decisions:  
15/03943/FUL - Land NW of West Moor Ho - Conversion of agricultural building to 4 
dwellings – GRANTED – A question was raised as to whether there had been any alterations 
to the application since the PC submitted their comments. Subsequent to the meeting to 
Clerk checked and the only amendments were for the balconies to be changed so they do not 
overlook neighbouring properties.  
16/03501/FELTPO – Benson House, Bainbridge Lane, Eshott – Fell one fir tree - GRANTED 
16/03812/FELTPO - Woodlands House, Pipistrelles - Reduction of beech, ash and sycamore 
- GRANTED 

Planning applications pending: 

16/01725/VARYCO – Bockenfield Country Park – Remove Conditions 6 (caravan occupation 
no longer than 9 months) & 8 (no occupation between 31 Jan and 1 March) – No Objections 
16/01817/VARYCO - Bockenfield Country Park - Remove Conditions 5 & 7 to allow for 12 
month occupancy – No Objections 
Planning Inspectorate – Definitive Map Modification Order (no 13) 2013 Restricted Byways 
Nos 22, 23 and 33 – Interim recommendation by Planning Inspectorate 
16/03920/COU - Old Stone House, Felton - COU barns to store wood & equestrian use – 
Concerns raised in relation to the equestrian facilities.  Response to concerns were 
addressed by NCC with a  response stating that NCC has been assured by the application 
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that the equestrian use is purely for personal use and there is no intention to develop this into 
a business activity.  
16/04214/FUL - Wildwood, Burgham - detached 2 storey dwelling & office – on circulation 

Application for Mast at Eshott – The Clerk checked as to why the PC had not been informed 
of this application and NCC state that the size of the mast is too small to require planning 
permission however this will be decided at Committee due to CC Sanderson’s involvement at 
landowner.  

78 Services: 

• Pathway between Old School House and Peth – overhanging branches – the lower 
branches still need cutting back.  Clerk to pursue NCC again on this.  

• Peth pathway – clearing of vegetation - Clerk to pursue NCC again on this. 

• Pathway from farm to garage – repairs required - Clerk to pursue NCC again on this. 

• 30mph sign into West Thirston – removal of hedging around sign - Clerk to pursue NCC 
again on this raising the point that this has been outstanding since the July meeting. 

• Street Lighting – Second light into West Thirston - Clerk to pursue NCC again on this. 
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79 Requested Agenda Items:   

• Budget Review – the budget was circulated prior to the meeting along with notes of 
explanation.  The Council agreed unanimously to the budget and the precept remains at 
£8,000. The same as the previous year. Clerk to send the relevant paperwork to NCC. 

• A1 Dualling Consultation – A lengthy discussion took place about the numerous issues 
that residents are being faced with in relation to the proposals.  The Councillors felt that 
the Parish Council was not in a position to send in a preferred option as they have not 
been able to consult everyone in the parish and each resident will have differing views on 
the best option depending on where they are situated within the parish.  It was recognised 
by the Councillors that safety is paramount and whichever option is chosen it has to be 
safer than the current situation with the A1.  

• New bin request at West Thirston bus stop – the Manager of the Northumberland Arms 
has requested a lockable bin in wooden encasing at the bus shelter.  The Clerk has 
responded stated that NCC will not accept a lockable bin but the clerk would get back to 
the Manager with options.  It was agreed that it would be good to put a wooden surround 
around this bin and possibly a wooden lid.  The Clerk to check with NCC as to whether 
they have any objections to this in the first instance and then liaise with the Manager 
following the outcome.   

• Planning Application for Tree Works in Eshott – it was agreed that such planning 
applications just to go to Eshott Councillors for a decision.  

• Code of Conduct – The proposed changes to this code had been circulated to the 
Councillors in advance of the meeting and they agree to the proposed changes.  Clerk to 
respond to NALC.  
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80 Correspondence 

• NCC – Draft decision announcement re phone boxes – for information 

• NCC – Highway Services in Winter – for information 

• Email from Ed Butlin re Defib update – there is still an issue as to where this defribrilator is 
to be housed in West Thirston.  Clerk to ascertain what the annual electricity costs are for 
this and whether it can be linked into an existing lighting column.  Once costs have been 
ascertained it may be that a resident is happy to have this linked to their property if it is not 
possible to link to a lighting column.  

• Email from David Francis re Town and Parish Local Services Liaison Meetings – Mr 
Francis proposed a different set up of members along with including Alnwick TC.  Thirston 
PC did not agree with this and felt it should be kept as is, representing the small parishes.  
Clerk to respond to Mr Francis.  

• Email from PC Wilson re speed checks in West Thirston – in the space of 30 minutes 12 
speeders were reported.  

• Email from Eshott Resident re large wagons driving through Eshott – a resident has 
written to state that there should be a way of stopping large wagons passing through 
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Eshott.  This has been looked at in the past.  A weight restriction cannot be put on the 
bridge, even if it could it would not stop “for access” vehicles.  It was agreed that the roads 
are too narrow for the larger vehicles using them now but this is a county wide problem.  
Clerk to reply to the resident.  

• Great North Air Ambulance – donation request – it was agreed to donate £25. 

• NALC Dependent Carers Allowance Survey – The survey questions were asked of the 
Councillors and the Clerk to submit their responses.  

• Already Circulated: NCC Draft Core Strategy  NALC News 

• To Circulate: War Memorial Bulletin, CAN News, CPRE, Clerks & Councils Direct 
• Circulated by Email since Agenda: NCC Changes to Planning Protocols, NCC Planning 

Training Presentation, NALC News, Hadston Parish Cluster Meeting notes 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
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81 Finance  
(a) Financial Summary was reviewed with no issues and the current balance stands at 

£13,048.63 
(b) Payments - The following list was put before members and was approved: 

 

Payments this meeting: 

IB17 L Hamlin Salary and Expenses 621.44 

IB18 Felton Parish Council – War Memorial Insurance 6.64 

000728 Great North Air Ambulance 25.00 

(c) Receipts – None 

 

82 Urgent Items  

• Entrance to Clarks field at Eshott is very muddy and the verge is breaking up again.  Clerk 
to report to NCC and also to look at the original planning approval as the new entrance 
has not been built as per the approval.  

• Pot holes past the rockery and Glenshotton are in need of repairing again. 

• Cllr Marshall asked what the situation is with regard to the proposed Doctors surgery.  The 
Clerk stated the land has been acquired from Bellway along with funding.  The Clerk is 
trying to ascertain what the criteria is for what services have to be provided at the new 
surgery with existing and potential patient numbers. It was agreed that all parish councils 
who have residents who use the surgery need to be kept informed of the situation. 
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83 Items for next agenda  
None 

 

Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 pm 
Date of Next meeting: 2 February 2017 


