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At the meeting of the Parish Council at URC Hall on Thursday 27 February 2014. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Davison, D Green, H Lindley, A Morton and J Secker.    

The Parish Clerk in attendance – Mrs L Hamlin      
 
100 Apologies for absence – Cllr Marshall, County Councillor Sanderson  

101 Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – None  

102 Public Questions (max 5 mins per person) – None  

103 The minutes of the meeting 16 January 2014 were signed as a true record.  

104 Matters Arising therefrom: 
• Pig Muck on the Road to Eshott – NCC has spoken to the farmer in relation to this however 

as the resident was following along the road from the vehicle dropping the muck the farmer 
had to be given a chance to clean the road.  NCC went out to review the road and it is clean.  
Cllr Secker stated this was only due to rain and other traffic.  Cllr Morton stated this is one of 
the hazards of living in the country and unfortunately something that has to be accepted. 

• Council Tax charges on mobile homes – NCC has confirmed that if the caravan/mobile 
home is the persons’ main residence then they have to pay Council Tax regardless of whether 
they are resident for 11 or 12 months of the year.  If they are only there for 11 months of the 
year they are given a one month exemption.  NCC can check if residents are paying council 
tax if the Parish Council or others are able to provide names and details of sites concerned.  
The Clerk to contact CC Sanderson to see if he can be of assistance in this matter. 

• Pot Hole opposite The Cottage at The Helm – this has only just been filled in and there are 
at least three drivers who are pursuing NCC for compensation for damage to their vehicles.  
Many residents of Eshott are now driving through the back of the village via Thirston to avoid 
this pot hole.  NCC has been sent photos and a reminder that this hole, which was reported to 
NCC a month ago, still needs filling.  Lee Baxter phoned today to state he has undertaken 
temporary repairs to this pothole.  Cllr Secker stated the owner of Home Cottage at Helm is 
concerned as road users have been driving over his driveway to avoid the pot hole and this 
has resulted in the concrete of the driveway cracking.  

• Drain cover at The Peth footpath – The Clerk has reported this for badly maintained manhole 
cover to BT and is awaiting a response.  Clerk to pursue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

105 Report by County Councillor: 
My endless battle with potholes continues - although we did elicit a promise for all of them to be 
fixed by the end of June after the Budget debate and difficult questions. Not quite sure how they 
intend to do that but we will be keeping a watching brief. 
There was some movement on the main areas for concern - removal of Post-16 transport subsidy, 
closure of Children’s Centres and cuts to the Youth service - and the basic services for rural areas 
will remain as they are. 
I tabled three Formal Questions -  
- one asking that NCC do all they can to provide evidence to the DoT for the dualling of the A1 - 
this project is creeping closer to reality but we need to put everything into providing a case. 
Assurances were given. 
- The second one was a return to what some could see as a misuse of the Mobile Speed 
Cameras. I asked about deployment on the A697 again and it has now finally been utilised there. 
My last question in July produced an amazing answer that it had not been used anywhere on the 
A697 in six months - a road with a poor accident record. Since then I have found out that it had 
visited Fairmoor 18 times and issues 2300 tickets. It recently returned there and issued 92 in 2 
hours - a section of road with NO speed related accidents. I was promised that full details will be 
provided about deployment over the coming six months - and thus greater transparency. I will be 
keeping on with this. 
- Finally, I asked for reassurance that sufficient time was being allocated to the Core Strategy re-
consultation. There have been 203 pages of A4 responses to the first Issues and Options and over 
2000 responses to the second one on Housing and the Green belt came in one week in January. 
Given all of these comments from the public and organisations - which I welcomed - how can the 
Council effectively re-consult on Housing, Green Belt, Minerals, Waste, and Renewables in just 8 
weeks? 
They said they could do it, but I and many of my colleagues feel they can’t - and could leave the 
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Council open to significant challenge when they submit the final document in the autumn. 
 
I am still lobbying for the Bridge works and a final decision will be taken soon although I expect it 
will be part of a larger scheme and that will not happen until 2015. The cost would be £174,000 to 
take down to a fabrication shop, repair, paint and replace. NCC would need to add traffic 
management costs and the costs for a temporary barrier or £270,000 to repair and paint in situ 
with scaffold access etc. NCC would need to add costs for traffic management and pedestrian 
management. 
Other current issues in my patch include the Windfarm proposals near Netherwitton, the A1 
Bypass in the Mitford area, and a large 300 house application near Hepscott. 
 

106 Report back from Meetings and Representations on behalf of TPC – None  

107 Potential Projects 
a)  Footpaths/Rights of Way –  

• Footpath up to the Field of Hope – This has now been cleared by the Clerk and her husband. 

• Footpath No 18 from The Helm to West Thirston – no response from NCC despite being 
chased on this. 

• Footpath No 11 – from the A1 by Bockenfield to Burgham Park - no response from NCC 
despite being chased on this.  Clerk to find out who owns to field so they can be contacted 
direct. 

b)  Landscaping – Quotes – two quotations were received for the maintenance of the rockery and 
it was agreed to appoint EGS for the next two years.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 

108 Planning:   
To report on any planning decisions: 

13/03406/FUL - Westfield Ho, North High Moor - Erection of a new stable block – APROVED 
Planning applications pending: 

13/03614/FUL – Burgham Golf Club – New access road – no objections  
14/00080/FELTPO – Felling of trees behind the Northumberland Arms – objections submitted 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

109 Services: 
Annual Litter Pick – It was agreed to hold the litter pick on 5 April in West Thirston at 10.30am 
and 6 April in Eshott.  Clerk to put an item in The Bridge and also devise a letter for 
Councillors to undertake a letter drop to residents informing them of the litter pick.  Clerk to 
contact NCC to provide the litter pickers etc. 

 
 
Clerk 

110 Requested Agenda Items – 

Bockenfield Country Park – not closing for February – for a second year running this site 
has not closed in February.  The Clerk reported this to the Enforcement Officer who went out to 
see the Manager who stated no one is staying overnight but there is an issue with the water 
pump so people are visiting their units and staying late.  The Manager also stated they were 
going to apply for 12-month opening.  The Clerk then informed the Enforcement Officer that 3 
cars were seen leaving the site at just before 8am with people dressed for work.  The 
Enforcement Officer wrote to the Estates Director who stated he believed the site was closed 
for February and asked what information she had that it wasn’t.  The Enforcement Officer was 
due to visit again.  Complaints have also been forwarded with regard to the increasing number 
of flags and signage which should have planning permission.  The Enforcement Officer stated 
that NCC would need to demonstrate that they are either causing harm to amenity or a safety 
issue – this has been forwarded to the highways section to prove.  It was agreed that this 
situation with regard to non closure was unacceptable and to contact CC Sanderson to see if 
he could assist in this matter. 

• Yellow light box off A1 entrance – This had been knocked over, the Clerk reported it to 
Highways Agency and this has been replaced. 

• Advertising van at A1 entrance – Complaints were received about the advertising van 
promoting Coquet Caravan Park parked on the highway. The Clerk reported this to Highways 
Agency who wrote to the Park Owner requesting removal.  This has since been removed. 

• Rubbish bins by recycling area – There has again been an issue with lots of rubbish 
accumulating at this site.  NCC confirmed the bins should be emptied fortnightly.  Discussion 
took place about the state of this area over the past few months with household rubbish being 
left here and overflowing bins and it was agreed that the Clerk request the litter bins be 
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removed by NCC but the recycling bins to remain in situ. 
• NALC training and membership – Cllr Green requested attendance at the NALC new 

Councillor training.  NALC in the past let councillors of Councils who were not members attend 
this training however PCs now have to be members of NALC to allow Councillors to attend.  It 
would cost £101.34 to rejoin NALC.  It was agreed not to join NALC and paperwork to be 
provided to Cllr Green from previous training sessions. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

96 Correspondence 

• NCC – Proposed introduction of “Disc Zone Parking Places” – consultation is being 
sought on the proposals for free parking disks in Morpeth, Alnwick etc.  It was agreed 
the Clerk would respond stating the Parish Council support this proposal. 

• NCC – Core Strategy Feedback Sessions – Tuesday 11 March at 6pm, 
Northumberland Hall, Alnwick – Cllr Lindley to attend. 

• NCC – Northumberland Residents’ Festival – NCC asked for these booklets to be put 
on the parish council web site – NCC did not provide them in a suitable format for this. 

• CPRE – letter re concern about the number of onshore wind farms asking NCC to 
develop a policy that permits the approval for planning permission of further wind 
farms in Northumberland only where a need for them can be clearly demonstrated 
and where the adverse consequences of such developments are clearly 
demonstrated to be minimal. 

• Carers Northumberland – donation request – it was agreed to donate £25. 

• Toma Fund – donation request – no donation to be made. 
• Email from resident re parking restrictions – concerns have been raised again about the 

parking outside the properties beside the Northumberland Arms and one resident has asked if 
“residents only parking” signs can be put outside the properties.  NCC has stated that this type 
of permit parking is intended to prevent external parking pressures in and around busy town 
centres not to prevent parking from a public house.  Bays would need to be marked out and it 
is rare that this would take place in front of garages.  The only option open to the residents 
would be for H bars.  The residents do not wish to have H bars as this prevents residents and 
visitors from parking outside the garages.  As the residents definitely don’t want H bars this 
matter is now closed. 

• Email re verge damage by farm vehicles – Concern has been raised about the destruction of 
grass verges due to large farm vehicles using the road to Eshott.  The Clerk has reported the 
residents concerns on this matter and they have been out to investigate.  NCC states that the 
verges look worse at the moment due to the soft ground following long periods of rain.  NCC 
are aware that there are issues countywide in terms of the roads not being designed for such 
large farm vehicles however there is little that can be done other than monitor the situation as 
to whether damage is being made to the roads themselves as the verges will recover.    

• Complaint re mud on road at West Moor – this was due to the start of construction of the dog 
training facility however this was cleared up immediately after the entrance had been 
constructed. 

• NCC – Consultation on Post-16 Transport – to be circulated 

• NCC – Consultation on revised Northumberland Town and Parish Council Charter – to be 
circulated 

• CPRE Newsletter – on circulation 

 
 
Clerk 
 

97 Finance  
(a) Financial Summary was reviewed with no issues.  The Current Account Balance is 

£47.73, Deposit Account Balance £6,417.59. 

(b) Payments - The following list was put before members and was approved: 

Payments this meeting: 

000653 L Hamlin (includes tax rebate of £93.40) 352.92 

000654 Felton Parish Council – Rec Field Final Invoice 275.30 

 ICO (agreed to set up Direct Debit) 35.00 

000655 EGS Landscapes 216.00 

000656 L Hamlin to end of year (post dated cheque) 
Due to Real Time PAYE requirments 

151.46 

000657 Carers Northumberland 25.00 
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There will be a tax rebate due to the parish council of £73.40 which will be credited to the 
account for next year.  
 
(c) Receipts – None 

98 Urgent Items – There is a pot hole outside the Old School House that needs filling in.  

99 Items for next agenda  
Year end accounts for approval 

 
 

Chairman closed the meeting  8.54 pm 
Meeting Dates:   10/04/14, 15/05/14, 03/07/14, 14/08/14, 18/09/14, 30/10/14, 11/12/14 

 


