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WHALTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 16 May 2017 

in The Village Hall, Whalton 

Present: 

Councillors Mrs V Cassell, W Grix, Mrs S Richardson (Vice-Chairman in the 

Chair), Mrs J Rushmer and S Trobe 

Also present: 

County Councillor Mrs Armstrong 

Seven members of the public 

SE Rickitt – Clerk. 

NB: In these minutes NCC means Northumberland County Council 

1: Election of Chairman 

Councillor Mrs Richardson was elected Chairman for the forthcoming municipal 

year and signed her declaration of acceptance of office. 

2: Election of Vice-Chairman 

Councillor Mrs Cassell was elected Vice-Chairman for the forth-coming municipal 

year. 

3: Public Participation  

The members of the public indicated that they were principally here for 

consideration of Application 17/01563/FUL; and therefore the Chairman brought 

forward consideration of that item. 

10.1 Application 17/01563/FUL – Land west of C154, Whalton 

a) The Chairman indicated that Councillors had been consulted in April on the 

proposals before the submission to the Planning Authority, when they had 

expressed opposition. 

b) She invited members of the public to express their views. 

c) All the members of the public present indicated opposition to the 

application. Amongst the points made were 

 The proposals were outside the village boundary 

 The site was within the Green Belt 
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 Pedestrian Access along the C154 Meldon Road, with the 

commercial traffic, especially to the Meldon Grain Drier 

 Dangers during construction caused by large vehicles accessing the 

C154 

 Access dangers following construction for residents of the proposed 

property 

 The precedent for further development to the west of the current 

site 

 The lack of a need for another large executive house, given the 

number currently on the market within the village and surrounding 

area 

 A single dwelling would not increase the sustainability of the village  

d) Councillors then discussed the application and resolved to object on the 

following grounds 

1. The site is within the Green Belt and the application does not come 
within any of the exceptions in NPPF Paragraph 89. 

2. The application is not within the national policy for the release of 
Green Belt brownfield land as this is clearly not a starter home ( see 

Housing White Paper Paragraph 4.18) 
3. Whalton has a long-established settlement boundary which excludes 

the application site. Such boundaries are important and therefore 

carry weight as recent legal challenges have successfully shown.  
4. The village boundaries are also protected and defined by the 

Conservation Area and the Article 4 Direction 
5. Notwithstanding its location, the site would be an intrusion into the 

Green Belt and is not sustainable. 

6. There is the potential for several other properties on the site .Given 
the Central Area has already surpassed its five year quota there is no 

justification at this time for further development which would be 
contrary to Core Strategy.   

7. The Council considers that the drainage issues at the west end of the 

village do not allow for any more connections as they are clearly at 
over-capacity in terms of ordinary heavy rainfall (not just extreme 

storms). This is as a result of a 60% increase in recent years of 
housing in the village mainly at the west end. No upgrade to pipework 
has been undertaken. 

8. There is no pedestrian access other than along the dangerous C154 
which has no pedestrian path. 

9. There is a danger to users of the C154 not only from construction 
traffic, but also the ordinary use of another access onto a narrow and 

difficult road which is used by heavy traffic and also increasingly by 
large numbers of cyclists. 

10.Given the issues surrounding this site, the Council asks that the 

application is considered by LPA members following a site visit. 
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[NB: County Councillor Mrs Armstrong listened to the debate but took no part as 

she might be a member of a determining planning committee] 

4: Apologies for absence 

None 

5: Declaration of any interests and the grant of any dispensations 

Councillor Item Number Reason  

Mrs Rushmer 13.5 Member of the fund-

raising committee 

 

6: Post-Election Issues 

The clerk reminded Councillors of the need to submit their declarations of 

election expenses and their registers of disclosable interests. 

7: Minutes of the meetings held on 21 March 2017 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting were agreed as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman, with the correction of the spelling of “Shilvington”.  

8: Any matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the agenda 

8.1 The clerk will chase up the request for a meeting with the Highways Dept. to 

discuss Shilvington Lane. Action SER 

8.2 On examination following the previous meeting, the utility poles are for 

electricity and it was agreed that the clerk should contact Northern Powergrid to 

request their replacement. Action SER 

8.3 The Chairman reported that she had been copied into emails regarding the 

placement of the defibrillator into the old telephone box. She had assisted in a 

reply and was hopeful there would be no objections. 

9: Police and County Council Reports 

Councillor Mrs Armstrong was congratulated on her re-election. She advised the 

Council that NCC’s Annual Meeting was to be on Wednesday 24 May when it was 

probable that a new administration would be appointed. She was able to inform 

the Council that the proposed move of County Hall would no longer take place. 

10: Planning 

10.1 Application 17/01563/FUL – Land west of C154, Whalton – see above 
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10.2 The Council adopted the joint response with Mitford Parish Council 

concerning Application 17/00888/OUT -Land At Tranwell Airfield - as set out 

below 

1. The site is within the Green Belt and the application does not come within any of 

the exceptions in NPPF Paragraph 89. 

 

2. In particular three large houses of the type proposed would have a greater impact 

on the openness of the Green Belt than the existing development which is hard-

standing. The definition of “Previously developed land” in the NPPF specifically 

excludes land where “the remains of the permanent structure or fixed surface 

structure have blended into the landscape in the process of time” 

 

3. The application is not within the national policy for the release of Green Belt 

brownfield land, not only as these are clearly not starter homes but also because 

the site is predominantly hard-standing and thus new two-storey houses, plus 

probable sloping roofs, would substantially harm the openness of the Green Belt 

( see Housing White Paper Paragraph 4.18.c) 

 

4. The application site is only just outside the area covered by the recently adopted 

Morpeth Local Plan (MNP). The site is within Morpeth’s hinterland and there is no 

shortage of housing sites within the MNP area, indeed the most recent figures 

show an excess of that required for a five-year supply. 

 

5. The application site appears to be part of the aircraft parking areas for the WWII 

airfield. Both Councils fear that if this site is given consent, further applications 

for housing on the aircraft parking areas and runway will follow, leading to a 

massive extension to the village of Tranwell Woods. In particular the application 

refers to the cessation of the existing car boot sales (Planning Statement 

Paragraph 6.14). This leads the Councils to consider that an application for the 

development of that part of the former airfield is probable. 

 

6. There would inevitably be pressure to allow development within the Gubeon 

Plantation, a protected woodland. 

 

7. The area’s use as a WWII airfield was clearly selected because of its high, flat and 

open nature. Development would therefore clearly affect the openness of the 

Green Belt as being highly visible. 

 

8. The Parish Councils also noted that the application site was not in the latest 

SHLAA. Site 3105 is close-by but was assessed as unsuitable for the following 

reasons which are endorsed by the two Councils 

 

Former airfield adjacent to Tranwell Woods residential area. Mostly grassed with areas of 
hard standing and building remains. Development would significantly increase the size of 
Tranwell Woods residential area. Minor county roads to site. Speed limit and adoptable 
standards required. Transport assessment required. Restricted sewerage capacity. Great 
crested newts likely to be present. Site is unsuitable for development as located within 
designated Green Belt within emerging policy. 

9. The two Councils request that this is referred to a Planning Committee. 
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Councillor Mrs Armstrong only took part in the discussion to advise the Council 

that the Head of Planning had agreed to the application being considered by a 

planning committee. 

10.3 The Council were advised of possible issues surrounding the draft Core 

Strategy, with a new administration likely, and also the request for more 

information on the precedents being cited in the recent Belsay approval. 

11: Traffic and Highway Issues 

11.1 Councillor Mrs Cassell was thanked for her work on Mill Lane, Ogle. The 

clerk had sent a detailed email to the Highways Dept. setting out possible legal 

actions. Councillor Mrs Cassell and he will walk the route to set out the possible 

location of a Traffic Regulation Order. Action VC and SER 

11.2 Parishioners and the Council remain concerned about the speed of vehicles 

through the village, but noted the refusal of NCC to institute further measures. 

12: Environmental Matters 

12.1 Councillor Mrs Cassell reported that the Ogle modern phone box had been 

removed. It was agreed to ask the Parish Caretaker to carry out remedial work. 

Action VC and SER 

12.2 Councillor Grix reported the removal of fencing along the Shilvington Road 

and will make enquiries. Action WG 

13: Financial Matters 

13.1 The Council considered the Internal Auditor’s report and agreed the 

Governance Statement. [Copies are attached to the signed minutes] 

13.2 The final accounts for 2016/2017 were agreed and noted. The Council 

resolved to agree the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances for 

2015 [Copies are attached to the signed minutes] 

13.3 The Council noted the current accounts for 2017/2018. [A copy is attached 

to the signed minutes] 

13.4 The following BACS payments were approved 

 Malcolm Wilkinson – Internal Audit - £45.00 

 HMRC – PAYE (Q1) - £84.00 

 NALC – Annual Subscription - £120.08 

 Gavin Christie – Parish Caretaker (March and April) - £144.00 

13.5 The Council discussed the request by the primary school for assistance 

towards the purchase of the Pod, the matter having been deferred from the 
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previous meeting. Councillor Mrs Armstrong will see if she can use the Members’ 

Small Schemes Allowance to make up the shortfall in funding. The Council 

agreed a provisional donation of £1000 towards any remaining shortfall. 

14: The General Power of Competence 

On consideration of a report from the clerk, a copy of which is attached to the 

signed minutes, the Council resolved that they satisfy the requirements and 

adopted the General Power of Competence. 

15: Parish Caretaker 

See item 12.1 above. 

16: Website 

The clerk reported the website is operational at 

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/whalton   

and Councillors agreed that their names and addresses could be displayed. 

Contact details should be those for the clerk. Action SER 

17: Correspondence 

The clerk circulated a list of emails. 

18: Any other business 

Matters raised have been minuted above. 

19: Time and date of next scheduled meetings   

 Tuesday 20 June 2017 at 7.30pm – this is likely to be cancelled if there is 
no pressing business 

 Tuesday 18 July 2017 at 7.30pm 

 
The clerk was asked to circulate a draft calendar of meetings for the 

municipal year. 
  

Confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman     

 

 

……………………………………                                 

 

Date  ………………………  
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