
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 18th January 2016 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan (part), Smith and Bailey, County Cllr Kelly (part) 2 residents and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
The meeting opened with one resident, Paul Paxton, of Jubilee Road, informing the meeting about the problems which arose due to flooding on the night of 4th January 2016. This was as a result of run off from fields bordering West Road and down the minor road, although fortunately, no property had suffered. Residents had helped to divert water and Northumberland County Council had been on hand too. Mr. Paxton, together with Cllr Smith had come up with some proposals which could prevent it happening again, or at least, lessen the impact. This included the equivalent of a “speed” bump on two areas identified on the road out of the village, which if laid diagonally, should divert water into an existing stream and/or the field below the road level. Also at the bottom of the hill, just before West End Cottage, efforts could be made to divert, or re-distribute water into the existing gulley.
1536: Flooding in the village:  Cllr Pescod said as a Parish Council, there was little which could be done but he felt the proposals mentioned above should be presented to Northumberland County Council as a relatively cheap option. He asked Cllr Smith to prepare a more detailed report with Mr. Paxton which the Clerk could then forward to NCC and also acknowledging the fact that NCC had been in attendance. It could be that funding would be available from County Cllr Kelly but the first option was to contact NCC direct. Cllr Johnson also mentioned problems with drains in the village and consequences of run off down into the village from the A69. Other houses had almost been flooded in the centre of the village and the Clerk advised there had been some problems around Burnside.  Cllr Pescod proposed two separate reports should be sent to NCC, the second a more general one including drains especially one near Holly House.
Mr. Paxton left the meeting at 7.35pm

1537:  Apologies – none received and it was noted Cllr Gilfillan and County Cllr Kelly would arrive later. 
1538:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th November 2015 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record apart from amending third paragraph on item 1530 (village environment) to read Highways instead of Grassed area.
Cllr Gilfillan arrived at 7.40pm

1539:  Matters Arising.  
i) Traffic Issues: It had originally been hoped to review traffic in Ovington after the re-opening of Ovingham Bridge on 3rd December but unfortunately the bridge had closed due to flooding and the Bywell road was also closed due to landslide. Both could be closed for some months yet. It was felt until they re-opened a true picture of traffic in the village could not be obtained.
ii) WW1 Memorial Tree: Cllr Bailey had spoken to Mr. Rowell who was happy that a tree be planted in one corner of the village green (bottom south east corner). The Community Group were also supportive and Cllr Bailey wondered if a special event could be linked in when the tree was actually planted. It was agreed October would be best time and something could be planned around it.
iii) Subsidence behind The Willows: NWater had carried out CCTV survey of the surface water sewer and no issues were found. The sewer was found to connect into a culvert which was not the responsibility of Nwater. NCC had confirmed that they could fill in the hole. Cllr Johnson pointed out that the subsidence was not actually on the drain but alongside it and he believed it was on County Council land. (County Cllr Kelly arrived at 7.50pm). Cllr Pescod proposed that as Nwater were unlikely to take the matter any further, the Clerk should ask NCC to fill the hole in. This was not satisfactory but it would reduce the risk. Meanwhile, the problem will be mentioned in the next village newsletter, the area would be reviewed and the Parish Council would also ask Mr. Swindale of The willows, to keep an eye on it.

1540: Planning applications:          
15/04223/CCD Ovingham Middle School: Construction of single storey extension to provide entrance lobby and library – No Objections
The Clerk had also received notice of an application (15/04077/AGRGDO) for land south of Crookhill Farm but this was not in the Parish. County Cllr Kelly confirmed the application was for a shed which would not impact on the area.
The Clerk had also received notification from NCC enforcement planning section, that the static caravan, south of Overdene, should either be removed or a retrospective planning application be submitted.
1541: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 18 January


£12.00
          M Davenport (Sal & exp Oct – Dec)



£276.62
1542: County Councillors Report: County Cllr Kelly informed the Parish Council that at a recent cabinet meeting, it was proposed all schools change from three tier to two tier in Northumberland. He acknowledged problems with the closure of Ovingham Bridge and Bywell Road caused by the recent unprecedented rainfall. Until river levels subside, assessment of any damage to the bridge could not be carried out. Cllr Smith asked about the final draft of the Local Core Plan Strategy which County Cllr Kelly said had been delayed.
Cllr Gilfillan asked about available funding for the Play Area on the Village Green. Recent inspection highlighted some areas which needed attention, notably the “tower” and seats and chains of the swings as well as the surface. Support was readily available from the Community Group and Cllr Gilfillan felt any new equipment would be well used. However, Cllr Johnson wondered if any funding from County Cllr Kelly was better put towards a parking area opposite 6 The Green which had already been discussed with Martin King, NCC?  County Cllr Kelly said it was for the Parish Council to prioritise. Cllr Pescod acknowledged attention was needed for some parts of the play area as outlined by Cllr Gilfillan but wondered if the Parish Council could fund some of it themselves. County Cllr Kelly advised if the parking suggestion was to be pursued, a need had to be identified with the community – this would be mentioned in the newsletter and the Clerk would contact David Hunt, NCC, for a quote.

County Councillor Kelly left the meeting at 20.35pm
1543:  Precept 2016/2017: Following the last meeting, it was agreed to accept Cllr Pescods proposal and reduce the precept for the next financial year to £6,000. The Parish Council had a surplus and this would be used if necessary.
1544:  Notice of Path Extinguishment Order & creation of Public Bridleway – Footpath No. 5 to Overdene: This had been ongoing for a number of years and the Parish Council had no comment to make.
Cllr Bailey asked if anything further had arisen regarding the footpath in the field by the Social Club but the Clerk hadn’t heard anything.

1545: Future audit arrangements/Transparency Fund: The Clerk had received information from NALC reminding Councils that by the end of March 2016, a decision must be made whether to join new arrangements which are being planned nationally, or to make their own. The Clerk believed any new national arrangements would be broadly similar to existing ones and she should have more information soon. A final decision would be made at the March meeting. 
1546:  Village Environment: Flooding had been discussed in detail above. Cllr Pescod would include parking, subsidence, flooding and traffic issues in the next newsletter. Cllr Gilfillan noted some benches needed attention and some street lights were on during the day. He would check these. Cllr Pescod suggested the next site visit be on 5th March at 9am which was agreed. Dog fouling had reared its head again – the Clerk had contacted NCC about this. 
1547: Proposed Hand rail by steps south of Ovington House: Cllr Gilfillan confirmed Mr. Swindale would prepare a quote for this.
1548: Committee Reports: Cllr Pescod had not been able to attend the recent Forum meeting. Cllr Gilfillan reported the Community Group had arranged successful events during the Xmas period. Someone had come forward to submit “Village Notes” for the Hexham Courant. The Group hoped to purchase a shed for the mower.
Cllr Johnson reported briefly on a recent Burial Committee meeting. They were looking at long term plans as well as short term such as repainting the lodge. 
1549: Correspondence.  No correspondence to deal with.
1550: Distribution.  This was currently in circulation. 
1551: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 7th March 2016 and the Annual Meeting on 16th May 2016.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.55pm
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