
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 7th March 2016 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan and Bailey, 3 residents and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
The meeting opened with one resident, asking about parking in Ovington, specifically “The Green” and “Springfield” area. The Chairman explained this was to be mentioned in a forthcoming newsletter – an option of a parking bay was being considered but all residents would be notified. One resident had been in touch recently and would oppose the suggestion.

The resident at the meeting, also produced a recent article from the Hexham Courant about “Fuel Initiative” which was aimed at, amongst others, households with no gas. The Councillors were not aware of this and the Clerk would make enquiries, copying in County Cllr Kelly. 

The state of the road by the entrance of “The Green” was also discussed. This has been mentioned to NCC on more than one occasion and will again be raised with Highways. It was noted that a sign for “Springfield” has been replaced. 
1552:  Apologies – apologies were received from Cllr Smith and County Cllr Kelly. 
1553:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th January 2016 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.
1554:  Matters Arising.  
i) Flooding: Since the last meeting, a report compiled by Cllr Smith and the resident Mr. Paxton, had been forwarded to NCC. The Clerk advised that Aaron McNeill, FCERM, was keen to arrange a site visit but this would not be until after Easter.

ii) Traffic issues: As the bridge at Ovingham was still closed, and also the road to Bywell, the Cllrs felt there was little to be achieved at the moment. The bridge would likely not re-open before July and no date had been circulated for the Bywell Road. Correspondence had just been received from Prudhoe Town Council asking for support in lobbying for a new bridge and this would be discussed later on the agenda. Traffic had increased on the West Road due to aforementioned closures and it was noted the NCC had recently done some road repairs.
iii) WW1 Memorial Tree: Cllr Gilfillan confirmed that the Community Group were in favour of a commemorative tree and hoped to link it with a village event. It was agreed that the official planting should not coincide with Remembrance Sunday as the Social Club held a service – the Cllrs felt October was probably a better time. This would also be mentioned in the planned newsletter.
iv) Subsidence behind The Willows: No work had yet been carried out but the Clerk advised an officer from NCC Highways had recently contacted her with regards the exact location. She had offered to meet him but had heard nothing further and would follow this up.

v) Hand Rail by steps south of Ovington House: Cllr Gilfillan forwarded a quote received from Fred Swindale for £110.00. This was agreed.
1555: Planning applications:          
15/04223/CCD Ovingham Middle School: Construction of single storey extension to provide entrance lobby and library – Granted
Planning had also just contacted the Clerk to advise that in 1995, a certificate of lawfulness had been granted for the siting of a caravan on the land south of Overdene. The planning officer needed to look at the archived documents before advising further and it was noted that on occasions, two caravans were sited, which the Clerk would bring to the Planning Departments’ attention. 
1556: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 7th March 2016



£12.00
          F I Swindale (Millennium Garden half yearly and area by Burn House)
£400.00
Mr. Swindale also submitted a quote for 2016-2017 and was asked to leave the meeting whilst the Cllrs discussed it. The new quote was for £675.00, an increase of £50 on 2015/2016 and the Cllrs, noting that some work was required in removing bushes on the Dene Terrace Bridleway as a one off clearance, suggested that if Mr. Swindale would undertake this latter job, they would pay a total of £700. Mr. Swindale returned to the meeting and confirmed that he would attend to the clearing on Dene Terrace as a one off.

1557: County Councillors Report: County Cllr Kelly had circulated his report as he was unable to attend the meeting. Cllr Johnson mentioned the comments regarding Alnwick, and Ponteland schools looking at changing from 3 tier to 2 tier education. Cllr Gilfillan commented that this was a concern as it could impact locally (some pupils opting to go to Ponteland for instance) and felt a consistent policy was needed across the County. County Cllr Kelly had also written about nominations for sponsoring a young person to be a crew member on the forthcoming Tall Ships Race this summer. Cllr Gilfillan will raise this with the Community Group. 
1558: Future audit arrangements/Transparency Fund: Since the last meeting, the Clerk had received further information from NALC regarding future arrangements. Of the options given, Ovington PC had the choice between “opting in” or “opting out” of the proposed SAAA (Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments) scheme. Parish Councils who chose to “opt out” would need to make their own arrangements for audit and it was perceived that the cost would likely be higher than any charged by SAAA. The Cllrs agreed that Ovington should “opt in”. The Clerk also reminded the Cllrs that by the end of the 2016-2017 financial year, a website had to be set up to comply with the new regulations. She had recently completed a short questionnaire via NALC which was looking at options and it was also noted that help could be available from residents if approached. The matter would be kept on the agenda. 
1559: Risk Assessment/Fidelity Insurance: This had been circulated amongst the Cllrs and slight amendments proposed from previous years taking into account the increase in Public & personal liability insurance. Future years would need to take into account changes to statutory requirements to include details of the website which had to be in place. 

1560: Ovington Social Club recent developments:  Cllr Pescod reminded the meeting that a Community Right to bid had been registered for all of the club and land, and in the event of a sale, the Parish Council would be formally given notice and an option to raise funds. Three residents were hoping to purchase the lower car park, from the Club, and they had been in touch with the Parish Council regarding this. Cllr Pescod noted the position but felt that the Parish Council could not make any comment until a copy of the plans had been received. Possible issues to be considered could include loss of car parking and the Green Belt. One of the residents negotiating the sale was at the meeting and would let the Cllrs see a copy of the proposed plans. He also confirmed that he was not aware of any time scale in the proposed sale.
1561: To consider S137 (grant) donations: A figure of £250 had been allocated to the budget when considering requests. This year, these had been received from GNAA, Tynedale Hospice at Home, Northumberland CAB, Core Music, Community Action Northumberland and Northumberland Community Voluntary Action. Cllr Gilfillan asked that consideration also be given to donating to the Old School Ovingham, which was a well-used facility (Scout Group and Badger Club amongst others) and had suffered substantial damage in the recent floods. Cllr Pescod proposed that the amount donated could be exceeded as it was still within the statutory limits and money was available. He proposed £50 each to GNAA, Tynedale Hospice at Home, Northumberland CAB and Community Action Northumberland and £250 to The Old School, Ovingham. This was unanimously agreed.
1562:  Village Environment: A recent inspection of the village had been undertaken and the Cllrs mentioned that the Millennium garden especially was looking good for which Fred Swindale was thanked.  Some willow saplings on Joiners Bank had been removed and been woven into a windbreak on the western hedge – it is unlikely that the willow tunnel can be restored as a feature. Concerns were expressed over the fence on the southern boundary which has been damaged by horses when they lean over to graze a strip on the nature park. In the past, an electric fence has kept livestock away but this is not the case at the minute. Cllr Gilfillan said such a fence would be operated by a battery and need frequent charging and it also posed a risk of theft. An option would be to erect a stock proof fence but the cost would be high, or repair and improve the existing fence. However, after much discussion it was agreed that initially the owner of the field would be approached to check any arrangements that are in place as it was the tenants’ horses which were causing the problem. 

Dog fouling appeared to be on the increase again especially on West Road and by the village green. The Clerk would contact the dog warden again. 
Play areas were broadly in order with some minor jobs needed but this was in hand. An Ash tree overhanging the play area would also require attention at some stage. A tree had recently been removed in Springfield, by NCC, but the stump remained and would be mentioned to NCC by the Clerk. Horse droppings in Springfield still continued – the Chairman would mention this in the newsletter but there was little to be done other than encourage people to remove it for their gardens. An almost constant flow of water by Ovington House, down the hill, had been reported. NWater claimed it was the responsibility of NCC and the Clerk would follow this up. 
1563: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan confirmed that the Community Group had arranged the village summer fete for 10th September. Their website was being updated and a village handbook for new residents would be prepared. An autumn event was being proposed, around Harvest, encouraging people to press their excess apple produce and involve pizza making which would be held on Joiners Bank. It was confirmed that Tom Overton, a student in the village, would now submit “village notes” to the Hexham Courant and people would be encouraged to contact him with details of events etc. 
1564: Correspondence:
i) NCC “LED” Street lighting project. NCC were currently undertaking a countywide modernisation of existing lighting (replacing with LED) and some lampposts will also be replaced. NCC would only need to be contacted if the Councils, and their communities, did not want a “like for like” replacement. The chairman would also mention this in a newsletter.
ii) NCC Local Plan Core Strategy update. This had been delayed and unlikely to be approved before November. The Cllrs felt that previous concerns had been addressed as far as Ovington was concerned.

iii) North East Combined Authority Transport Manifesto survey. The Clerk would look at this in further detail.

iv) Prudhoe Town Council re proposed new river crossing. This had just been circulated and Prudhoe Town Council were looking for support in their proposal for a new crossing, downstream from the existing bridge. Whilst acknowledging the current arrangements were inadequate, the Cllrs would not want to see a new, wider bridge, as a direct replacement for the current one. However, they would support any proposal for a new bridge further downstream.

v) Village maintenance quotes. Received from Fred Swindale who left the meeting whilst they were being discussed. He proposed to raise the bench, at the bottom of Dene Terrace to a more acceptable height for a cost of £60; rub down and treat existing benches in the village (10) for £215; repair/improve fence on Joiners Bank which had been damaged for £390. The Cllrs agreed to the first two proposals and although acknowledging the latter was a very competitive price, were not exploring that avenue at the moment choosing to contact the owner initially. This was explained to Fred Swindale when he returned to the meeting.
1565: Distribution.  This was currently in circulation. 
1566: Any other business. Cllr Bailey had been in contact with Tim Fish, NCC, regarding the proposed re-siting of the path on the field by the Club. There was nothing further to report although she would contact him again at the end of the month. The Clerk mentioned that Ovingham Parish Council had asked her to raise the issue of the debris by Ferry Landing which had been caused by the winter floods. Cllr Johnson had spoken to the owners who were aware of the problem and were seeking assistance from NCC.
1567: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 16th May 2016 which was the annual general meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm
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