
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 4th July 2016 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan and Bailey, County Councillor Kelly (part), 1 resident and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1591:   County Councillors Report County Cllr Kelly reported on a number of issues including the current status of schools in Ponteland. Three first schools announced on the morning before a cabinet meeting on 24th May, that they wished to become primaries rather than remain as first schools. As the middle school had already taken on academy status, it will mean the middle school could be functioning without its local feeder schools. The Local Development Plan Core Strategy has to be changed to include previously identified employment land as it is now de-allocated.  Comments are invited. Planning policy has been re-organised. It enables applications to be re-presented at a later planning meeting if members had originally rejected advice from officers. This will give members a chance to reconsider.

Cllr Johnson and Bailey asked for the latest situation as regards the re-opening of Ovingham Bridge. NCC have put out to tender painting contracts – it is hoped the bridge will re-open at the end of September. Cllr Bailey also queried why traffic lights had been installed on the Ovingham to Wylam road (just beyond the pumping station) as there did not appear to be anything to warrant this. Cllr Pescod asked that the Parish Council be kept updated with this and also the road to Bywell. County Cllr Kelly confirmed the latter was still ongoing but Cllr Pescod replied that as far as local communities are concerned, nothing seems to be happening and he would appreciate more information. A recent email from NCC had given updates on various issues including Ovingham Bridge and the road to Bywell which were classed as priorities.

County Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 7.25pm
1592:  Apologies for absence was received from Councillor Smith.
1593:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th May 2016 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1594:  Matters Arising.  
i) Dog Fouling: The problem seemed to have improved and it was also acknowledged that there appeared to be more dogs in the village compared with previous years. The issue would be monitored.

ii) Re-routing of footpath 21 on field by the Club: Official notice had now been received with comments invited by the end of June.

iii) Himalayan Balsam: Cllr Bailey reported the problem seemed much worse this year by the river and also balsam stalks appeared much stronger. The Clerk reported that Cllr Smith had not been able to draft a map of other areas around the village yet. Cllr Pescod noted that the area tackled by Mr. Rowell last year by spraying, appeared to have worked.

iv) Traffic Issues: Cllr Johnson asked that a further meeting be arranged with Highways Department, NCC, as nothing had been achieved since the first meeting about 3 years ago. Cllr Pescod was inclined to wait until the next meeting bearing in mind the bridge should have re-opened and the expected increase in traffic will have materialised. It was acknowledged that traffic would increase again and also when the Bywell road re-opens. Cllr Gilfillan felt the only option was to ask for a traffic survey – until this is carried out he thought any suggestions put to NCC would be deferred. Cllr Pescod asked the Clerk to contact NCC with a brief history of the previous 3 years and ultimately asking that a survey be carried out once the bridge and Bywell road re-open. Cllr Johnson also commented there was confusion as to who has priority at Ovington Road Ends from both the village (turning right) and entering the village from the west.  
1595: Planning applications. 16/00843/FUL 5/6 Littles Buildings – erection of single storey rear orangery. GRANTED
1596: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 4 July



£12.00

          M Davenport (Sal & exp April – June)



£265.82
          NALC (annual subscription)




£127.70

          Northumberland & Newcastle Society (Annual subscription)
£25.00

          F Swindale (hand rail & seat repairs/maintenance)


£370.00

1597: Proposed diversion of Footpath 21 (field north of Club): This had been dealt with above (item 1594 ii)

1598: Future audit arrangements/transparency fund and need for website. Cllr Smith had met with the Clerk and some options were looked at. The Clerk had been informed by NALC, that a trial would be launched late summer and hopefully costs agreed by the end of the year for those wanting to use NALC. Cllr Bailey had obtained a quote from the designer of her business website and circulated this – it would be £395 plus cost for hosting. The Cllrs needed to also consider whether other bodies such as the Community Group wished to be included. Cllr Gilfillan was inclined to wait until further details were received from NALC as regards costs although the Clerk pointed out some funding was available. The Cllrs would look at Cllr Baileys’ business website and hope that the trial version from NALC was circulated before the September meeting. Cllr Johnson also commented that the Council had to be very careful as to what information they included on the website.
1599: Local Transport Plan 2017: Requests for top three priorities have to be submitted to NCC before the end of August for consideration. Last year, these were to improve the junction at Ovington Road end, reduce speeding in the village and incorporate a footpath to Ovington. This was discussed at length and it was noted that the new layout for accessing/leaving the A69 had been implemented but the Cllrs felt there was still some confusion as to priorities. It was also acknowledged that NCC have given priority to the re-opening of Ovingham Bridge and the road to Bywell but this would increase traffic flow through the village again. It was therefore agreed that the same priorities be forwarded to NCC for consideration in the Local Transport Plan 2017.
1600: Core Strategy – revised Draft: Cllr Smith had circulated his thoughts on the revised draft and recommended no further comments be made.
1601: Renewable Energy Consultation: The Clerk had circulate this and understood that anyone could submit comments, not just Parish Councillors.

1602:  Village Environment. Cllr Johnson noted grass cutting was still of a poor standard. Only four cuts (including 4th July) had been carried out since the start of the season – much less than that stated on the policy on the NCC website. The Clerk would contact NCC with details of the cuts; that it was completely unacceptable and what explanation could NCC give and what they propose to do about it. It was also noted that the standard of grass cuts by ISOS, which had improved from 3 or 4 years ago, had slipped back this year although was still of a better standard than that of NCC. The Clerk would also contact ISOS.

Cllr Bailey advised she had received a complaint about the overgrown state of the land behind 9 & 10 Burnside particularly with nettles. However, it was pointed out that the area was designated as a wild life area and as such, nothing further needed doing. 
Cllr Johnson noting a response had been received from the Tree Officer, NCC, regarding the exposed tree stump on Springfield still felt it caused a risk to residents. 

1603: Committee Reports. Cllr Johnson reported on the latest Burial Committee meeting and confirmed that Wylam Parish Council would now receive financial status which would satisfy audit requirements. Roof repairs had been carried out to the chapels. A management plan is in force to replace necessary woodwork, repainting and repointing.

It was noted there had not been a recent meeting of the East Tynedale Forum. 

Cllr Gilfillan had not been able to attend the most recent meeting of the Community Group but reported on a number of issues. He had been asked to raise the question of financial assistance for the upkeep of Joiners Bank particularly as the ride on mower had broken down. Cllr Gilfillan reminded the Council that the Community Group do a great deal for the village and volunteer a lot of time and effort especially with regards the upkeep of Joiners Bank. Cllr Pescod believed that the Parish Council do have a care and responsibility with regards the maintenance. Cllr Johnson noted that an average of £650 a year had been pledged to the Community Group in terms of other support. Cllr Gilfillan confirmed quotes were being looked at for a new mower and understood this to be in the region of £2000. The existing mower was over 10 years old but quotes for repairs were also being considered.  Cllr Pescod suggested that once these quotes were received, the Parish Council would be able to make a decision as to how much funding they could give but felt that up to £1,000 could be pledged. The Cllrs all agreed. Cllr Gilfillan also reminded the Council that the Community Group were looking at financial assistance for new play equipment but Cllr Pescod pointed out this was a separate issue to which the Council had agreed to support in principle. Cllr Gilfillan also advised that a resident, Carole Carey, had offered to carry out routine maintenance on the gym equipment on Joiners Bank which the Councillors were happy to accept. The Community Group were subsidising a trip to Lightwater Valley, and a meal to celebrate the Queens 90th birthday.  Plans were well under way for the village fete in September and would ensure it also promoted the Clubs Leek show and everyone would be encouraged to be involved in this. Whilst the Community Group supported the idea of a commemorative oak tree they could not offer any function linked with it. The Cllrs agreed that the planting be arranged for 30th October and both Cllrs Bailey and Gilfillan would attend to this. 

1604: Correspondence. A resident had complained about the felling of a hawthorn tree on the bridleway at the back of Dene Terrace which had been undertaken on behalf of the Parish Council. The Council acknowledged that although the area in question had needed attention, on this occasion the relevant tree had been pruned too severely although it should recover in a relatively short period of time.

1605: Distribution. There was nothing currently being distributed. 
1606: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 19th September, at 7pm.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm
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