
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 19th September 2016 at 7.00pm

Present:

Cllr Pescod (Chairman) Cllrs Johnson, Gilfillan, Smith and Bailey, 1 resident and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1607:   Apologies for absence was received from County Councillor Kelly.
1608:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th July 2016 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1609:  Matters Arising.  
i) Dog Fouling: Other than West Road area, dog fouling appeared to be less of a problem. However, the issue would be monitored and raised again if necessary.
ii) WW1 Memorial Tree preparations: Cllr Gilfillan had researched websites for ordering a commemorative plaque and believed a plaque could be purchased for about £150. As there were many options available, he would circulate details before an order was submitted but thought a composite plaque would be best as it would be very hard wearing. Fred Swindale, present at the meeting, was asked to buy an oak tree of about 8 – 10 feet and if he could arrange for it to be planted prior to the agreed ceremony on 30th October. The Clerk had approached Canon Malcolm Fenwick, Ovingham to see if he was available on the day (as Rev Eric Lewis will have retired) and he agreed to do it but queried why it could not be held on the same day as Remembrance Sunday which was a fortnight later. The Cllrs felt that if it was, some people attending would not then make their way to the Club for refreshments after. It was agreed that the ceremony would be a short one and start at 12 noon and will be mentioned in a village newsletter as well as via the community group.
iii) Himalayan Balsam: It was agreed that this matter be raised again in spring as there was little which could be currently done.
iv) Traffic Issues: Cllr Johnson thought the volume of traffic through the village had increased due to the re-opening of Ovingham Bridge although vehicles were not generally speeding. However, it was agreed that this would likely further increase and it was agreed that the issue be raised with County Council. Cllr Gilfillan informed the Cllrs of a recent incident involving a resident who had been forced off the road by a NCC lorry by the entrance to the Halls of Heddon Nursery. The state of the road by the entrance was a concern and the resident in question had suffered a burst tyre on the pin kerb which is at right angles to the long pothole situated at the entrance. Although the resident had made a complaint to NCC, she had asked the Parish Council if they could also contact them. The Cllrs agreed especially as the state of the road has been raised previously with Highways dept.  
v) State of grass cutting in village: Following the last meeting, the Clerk had circulated a response from NCC regarding the grass cuts in Ovingham. However, Cllr Johnson queried the dates which did not coincide with those he had noted. The response from NCC implied that a better service was given to Corbridge and the Cllrs asked the Clerk to contact NCC again asking what the Parish Council would have to do to get the same level of service. She would also include Cllr Johnsons detailed report on the grass cuts. The Clerk also advised that other than an acknowledgement, she had heard nothing from ISOS but understood that they were reviewing their contractor. 
vi) Transparency/future audit arrangements and website: The Clerk advised that unfortunately Ovington Parish Council had not been selected as a test volunteer for the proposed website to be set up by NALC. She hoped that further information about this would be available before the end of the year and she had also booked a training session covering Transparency/audit which was open to the Councillors. Cllr Bailey would inform the Clerk if she could attend. Cllr Pescod suggested that in the meantime the Parish Council should wait for the results from NALC.
vii) Flood abatement (West Road): Cllr Smith advised that nothing further had been done since the site meeting. The Clerk had contacted both Martin King, Highways and Aaron McNeill, FCERM with little response. The Clerk understood that Ali Johnson, NCC, would be the person responsible but he also had not responded. County Cllr Kelly in his report to the Parish Council had also referenced the proposals. The Clerk will follow this up as it was important that work be completed before winter. 
1610: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 19 September


£12.00
          Play Inspection Co (annual inspection)



£150.00

          F I Swindale (village maintenance ½ yearly)


£350.00          

1611: County Councillors Report: As County Councillor Kelly was not able to attend the meeting, his report had been circulated and it was noted his comments regarding the proposals for the West Road in relation to flood abatement.
1612: Planning application: 16/02558/FUL – Hunters lodge. Removal of existing mono pitch garage roof and replacing with double pitch roof utilising existing tiles. The parish Council had no objections to the application and the Clerk advised she had now been informed that it had been GRANTED.

1613: To note conclusion of audit for financial year 2015 – 2016: BDO, the external auditors had returned the audit and the Clerk reported that they had no comment to make. She also advised that there was no fee to pay this year.
1614: To review annual Play Inspection Report: Cllr Gilfillan advised there was nothing urgent to attend to nor was there anything the Parish Council was obliged to do in reality. The report concluded that everything was either low or very low risk. Whilst there were certain maintenance the Parish Council could do, other jobs would require specialist help. Cllr Gilfillan proposed that the Council keep on top of the report by monitoring health and safety risks although he accepted in future this could require more involvement especially if the Community Group are able to replace play equipment. Cllr Pescod proposed that the Parish Council accept Cllr Gilfillan’s suggestion of a low level of maintenance and also to involve Fred Swindale where necessary. 
1615:  Village Environment: Cllr Johnson reported that the tree stump in Springfield was, in his opinion, still a concern. County Council had responded but they were unlikely to do anything further. Fred Swindale agreed to look at it and report back. Cllr Pescod asked if the tree on ISOS land (entrance to Burnside/Greenrising) could be looked at too as it was at a slant but it was the responsibility of ISOS. Cllr Johnson noted that weeds, especially in Springfield, needed attention – this would be reported to NCC. Cllr Gilfillan advised a bird table had been constructed by a resident, Barry Hindmarsh, and proposed that it should go in the Millennium garden. Mr. Hindmarsh would purchase bird feed and it was agreed that the table would be a welcome addition. Cllr Pescod asked Fred Swindale to do some selective pruning in the garden which would improve the view. Cllr Gilfillan reported that residents of Greenrising had asked that a street light be placed to the rear of their lane. Recent circulations from NCC regarding LED lighting suggested any extra lights would be the responsibility of the Parish Council but the Clerk would ask the County Council to make an assessment and advise accordingly. Cllr Gilfillan also advised that the traffic sign, at the corner of the playing field, to Corbridge, was loose but this was the responsibility of NCC. He had also removed the bench by the corner which was in need of repair but as this had only been used when buses turned it was agreed that it was not necessary. The seat by the Club, bottom of Dene Terrace, had been dislodged by a tractor. Fred Swindale had made it safe but it needed re-fixing. Cllr Gilfillan had also received concerns regarding frequent usage of drones in Ovington especially concerning potential infringement of privacy. Cllr Pescod replied that this was not actually a Parish Council matter but he would mention it in the next newsletter as residents had originally raised it.  

1616: Committee Reports. There had been no recent meeting of the Burial Board Committee, nor of the East Tynedale Forum. 

Cllr Gilfillan advised that the recent village fete had been a success despite the poor weather. The Parish Council appreciated the hard work by the Community Group in arranging this together with Andy Maidwell and Joe Rowell, who had made available his barn to hold the event. The Community Group would launch the village calendar shortly with a theme of recipes. A resident had, via the Community Group, asked for a sign to Joiners Bank. However, Cllr Gilfillan thought there was already too much signage in the village and as Joiners Bank was for residents they all knew the location. The Cllrs agreed. Cllr Gilfillan also advised that there was nothing further to report with regards the lawnmower. 

1617: Correspondence. 
a) Alternative Household Waste Recovery Centre opening arrangements. The Clerk advised the recent proposals from NCC did not include Prudhoe which would remain open 7 days a week.

b) Public Places Protection Order for Control of Dogs. This had been circulated, although it was for the beaches of Newbiggin by the Sea and Blyth, all Town and Parish Councils had to be notified. 
1618: Distribution. This was currently being distributed. 
1619: Next Meeting.  This was confirmed as 14th November, at 7pm and 16th January 2017.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm
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