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WHALTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19 July 2016 

in The Village Hall, Whalton 

Present: 

Councillors Mrs V Cassell, W Grix, Mrs S Richardson (Vice-Chairman in the chair) and Mrs 

J Rushmer 

Also present: 

PC Lee Davison 

SE Rickitt – Clerk. 

NB: In these minutes NCC means Northumberland County Council 

1: Public Participation  

No questions were posed. 

2: Apologies for absence 

Councillors Mrs P Norton and S Trobe 

County Councillor Mrs Armstrong 

3: Declaration of any interests and the grant of any dispensations 

Councillor Item Number Reason  

Grix 10.3 Member of the Village Hall 

Committee 

 

4: Minutes of the meetings held on 17 May 2016 

4.1 The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting were agreed as a true record and 

signed by the Vice-Chairman 

4.2 The draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting with noted with one typographical 

error being changed. 

5: Any matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the agenda 

5.1 The clerk was asked to chase up NCC to obtain their views on appropriate locations 

for salt bins on Church Chare and in the vicinity of the telephone box for pedestrian use. 

Action SER 

5.2 The clerk was asked to make a request to Councillor Mrs Armstrong to make further 

enquiries regarding the process to be adopted by NCC on the next version of the Core 

Strategy. Councillors were concerned should there be radical proposals for the Green 

Belt around Whalton. Action SER/EA 
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5.3 Although the eastern speed indicator sign is now working, the clerk was asked to 

continue to pursue NCC for the cost of a maintenance agreement. Action SER 

5.4 16/00973/FUL and 16/00974/LBC – Seven Stars – Proposed single storey rear 

extension., refurbishment of front windows, reinstatement of front entrance door, 

replacement of rear windows, repair existing garden wall & new front gates & pillars – 

The clerk was asked to make further enquiries about the progress of these applications. 

Action SER 

5.5 The Council was pleased to note that the bin has been placed in Ogle and the clerk 

will remind NCC of its placement. Action SER 

5.6 NCC have confirmed the arrangement for mowing the grass at Manor Close (see 

appendix below) 

6: Police and County Council Reports 

PC Davison advised the Council of current issues 

 ATVs and Quod Bikes remain the subject of thefts. The police were able to 

recover one which had a tracker fitted. PC Davison urged they are secured and 

keys removed when not in use 

 He encourage rural residents to sign up to Farmwatch via the Northumbria Police 

website http://www.northumbria.police.uk/ - any resident can enrol, but just 

farmers 

 He is the Speedwatch coordinator and is actively seeking volunteers to assist. 

Training is offered and the scheme is having success in reducing speeds within 

the County but more volunteers are needed 

 Councillor Mrs Cassell raised the state of the BOAT running from Ogle to The 

Highlander on the A696. PC Davison advised that maintenance is an NCC 

responsibility. In discussions, CCTV cameras were mentioned as a source of 

evidence to justify some form of restriction for motor vehicles but Councillors 

could not immediately think of a suitable location. Vehicles using the BOAT during 

dark nights may well be poachers and caution was urged in approaching them. 

Councillor Mrs Cassell will contact NCC about maintenance. Action VC   

7: Planning 

7.1 The Council considered the following applications 

16/01940/FUL - Land South of How Burn Bridge - General purpose agricultural building –

The Council repeated their comments on the previous application for this site 

(15/04294/FUL) and added 

 

 This site is totally inappropriate for storage of 'expensive vehicles' and timber as 

it is both subject to flooding and isolated some miles from his business. 

 

 No doubt it would be better to locate the storage on a less vulnerable and more 

secure site perhaps where his other vehicles are based. 

 

http://www.northumbria.police.uk/
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16/02108/FUL - Cockhill Farm C153 at Shilvington - Proposed replacement livestock 

building – The Council had no representations to make 

16/00272/PREAPP – West House – The Council confirmed they did not wish to be 

involved in the pre-application discussions 

7.2 The draft Core Strategy - the Council were generally supportive of the Green Belt 

proposals but agreed to support the Northumberland & Newcastle Society’s observations 

on the “suitable areas for wind turbine development”. Action SER  

8: Traffic and Highway Issues 

8.1 Councillors considered the request for bids for schemes in the Local Transport Policy 

Programme 2017/2018 and agreed that the following should be presented as the bids 

Item 1 

The extension of the speed limits on Meldon Road and at the eastern end of 

Whalton, including Shilvington Road (given the new development at Manor House 

Dairy 

Item 2 

The introduction of speed reduction measures in Whalton and Ogle, such to the 

actual measures being agreed with the Parish Council. The Council believes that 

these could include chevrons and other appropriate forms of road marking. 

Item 3 

The provision of further passing places on the Shilvington Road 

8.2 The Council also considered the HGV and Quarry Traffic passing through the village. 

The Council appreciated the comments from a parishioner regarding their mutual 

frustration and inability to take action. PC Davison indicated that more Speedwatch 

volunteers from the area should reduce vehicle speeds, although evidence suggests that 

most keep to the speed limits. The Council noted that vehicle sizes are set by 

Government. 

9: Environmental Matters 

Following a site meeting, the Council agreed to consult the parish on felling three trees 

on the village green as well as removing the stump of one previously felled. A draft 

notice will be prepared by the clerk. Action SER 

10: Financial Matters 

10.1 The clerk advised of his omission to have the Council reconfirm its ability to use the 

General Power of Competence in 2015/2016 following a comment from the External 

Auditor. The Council therefore retrospectively confirmed that it was eligible to use the 

General Power of Competence during 2015/2016 and further that the Council remains 

eligible during 2016/2017. 

10.2 The current accounts for 2015/2016 were noted. [Copies are attached to the signed 

minutes] 
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10.3 The following payments were authorised 

 Came & Co – Insurance- £380.41 

 Broxap Ltd – Ogle Waste Bin - £802.74 

 NALC – Subscription - £115.80 

 Gavin Christie – Parish Caretaker - £316.00 

 Whalton Village Hall – Room Hire - £20.00 

 Whalton Village Hall – Grant towards costs of a Celebration of Her Majesty The 

Queen’s 90th Birthday - £700.00  

Councillor Grix took no part in the discussion of the final two items as he is a member of 

the Village Hall Committee. 

There were also two credits to report 

 Gavin Christie – Bulb Reimbursement from the supplier- £250.00 

 Northern Electric – Wayleave - £17.08 

10.4 Internet Banking 

 Following discussion at previous meetings, the clerk had prepared the application 

form to enable him to use internet banking. Whilst Councillor Mrs Richardson is 

unhappy with the concept, all agreed it was probably inevitable, especially with 

the increasing number of branch closures 

 The Council therefore resolved to agree the application form for the clerk to be 

able to conduct internet banking. [A copy of the application and conditions are 

attached to the signed minutes] 

 Further discussion then took place as to which Councillors should also have 

internet access to monitor transactions. It was agreed that Councillors Mrs Norton 

and Mrs Rushmer would be so authorised. 

11: Parish Caretaker 

11.1 Councillors were pleased that Mr Christie had obtained reimbursement for the 

bulbs.  

11.2 The Council noted the recent email from NALC about likely NCC service reductions 

in 2018. It was agreed to ask MR Christie if he would be able to take on this work in 

those reductions took place. The clerk advised that NALC were seeking further 

information as well. Action SER 

12: Website 

The Council noted that NALC were in the process of commissioning the portals for parish 

councils. Action SER 
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13: Correspondence 

The clerk provided Councillors with various items for information. 

14: Any other business 

In his absence Councillor Trobe had emailed the Council suggesting that consideration be 

given to raising funds for a defibrillator. Councillors agreed to support this idea and 

suggested that the exterior of the Village Hall might be a suitable location. The clerk will 

provided details of a charity active in this area. Action ST & SER 

15: Time and date of next scheduled meetings   

 Tuesday 16 August 2016 at 7.30pm – this is likely to be cancelled unless there is 

urgent business to consider 

 Tuesday 20 September 2016 at 7.30pm 

 

Meetings may be cancelled if there is insufficient business to warrant a meeting. 

  

Confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman     

 

 

……………………………………                                 

 

Date  ………………………  
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Appendix – Responsibility for Grass Mowing at Manor Close – extract from email sent 18 

July 2016 – see item 5.6 above 

Hello Stephen, 

I can confirm that after a few discussions with ISOS that NCC will cut both the large green marked 

triangle of grass and the smaller red marked triangle at the entrance to Manor Close in Whalton. 

ISOS indicated that they were no longer willing to cut the smaller red marked triangle so we have 

taken it on. 

Would you mind updating Cllr Richardson for me. 

Kind regards 

Stephen 

 

 
 

Stephen Wardle 

Central Area Manager (Acting) 

Neighbourhood Services 

Local Services Group 


