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WHALTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21 March 2017 

in The Village Hall, Whalton  

Present:  

Councillors Mrs V Cassell, W Grix and Mrs S Richardson (Vice-Chairman in 

the chair)  

Also present:  

SE Rickitt – Clerk. 

Two Members of the Public (Mrs Mary Roberts and Mr Len Waterworth) – 

item 1 only 

NB: In these minutes NCC means Northumberland County Council  

1: Public Participation and the Ogle Byway  

a) Mrs Roberts and Mr Waterworth expressed their concern at the 

destruction caused by NCC’s work on the byway leading from Ogle 

to the A697. The top surface had been stripped, bushes and other 

undergrowth torn and then cast aside leaving a terrible mess. In 

particular the exposed roots were a hazard for the horse riders who 

use that route. 

b) Councillor Mrs Cassell explained the actions taken by the Parish 

Council in having a number of meetings with officers from the 

Highways Department who appeared shocked by the extent of the 

work carried out by their contractor. Councillor Mrs Cassell 

explained that NCC had asked merely to fill in some of the deeper 

potholes and not strip the surface, as well as removing some 

dangerous overhanging branches. 

c) NCC have agreed to carefully pull back the waste material in a way 

so as not to further damage the plants and to narrow the width of 

the apparent carriageway. 

d) Mrs Roberts was also concerned about the quicksand which had 

appeared at the ford. Councillor Mrs Cassell at advised this had 

been noted at an earlier site visit and NCC had been asked to carry 

out remedial action. 

e) Further discussion ensued and the Council resolved to ask the 

county council to make a temporary traffic regulation order making 

the byway into a cul-de-sac to enable the vegetation to recover. 

The Council agreed that the exact location of the closure should be 

agreed by the clerk and Councillor Mrs Cassell 
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f) It was also agreed to request that NCC erect “Unsuitable for motor-

vehicle” signs at either end of the byway and appropriate warning 

signs at the ford. NCC would also be asked to repair the footpath 

leading to the footbridge where the steps had been eroded. 

g) Other councillors formally thanked Councillor Mrs Cassell and the 

clerk for their work on this matter. 

Action SER and VC 

2: Apologies for absence  

Councillors Mrs J Rushmer and S Trobe 

County Councillor Mrs Armstrong 

3: Declaration of any interests and the grant of any dispensations  

 

Councillor  Item Number  Reason   

None      

  

4: Minutes of the meetings held on 17 January 2017  

The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting were agreed as a true 

record and signed by the Vice-Chairman  

5: Any matters arising from the previous minutes not otherwise on the 

agenda  

a) The Council noted with thanks the work carried out by the residents 

of Garden Houses in cutting back the overhanging vegetation which 

have now fully opened up the footpath for pedestrians. Councillors 

will have informal discussions up with other occupiers where 

vegetation causes difficulty for footpath users. 

b) The Council is concerned that the final remedial works have not 

been carried out by the builder at Manor House Dairy particularly on 

the north side of the road where the verges need tidying and 

reinstating. The Council consider that the existing width should be 

kept so as to enable room for vehicles to pass particularly when 

deliveries are taking place. Action SER 
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c) It was agreed that the clerk should continue to press for a site 

meeting with the Highways Department to discuss Shillington 

Laneway although this should be deferred until after the May 

elections. Action SER 

d) The clerk reported that the agreement has now been completed 

with BT for the adoption of the telephone box and it was agreed to 

show that as an addition to the Council’s asset register. 

e) The clerk will continue to press the Highways Agency for a response 

regarding the routing of A1 construction traffic. Action SER 

6: Police and County Council Reports  

No reports were available 

7: Planning  

There were no current planning applications to consider although the 

Council was concerned by reports of investigations continuing in the fields 

south of Whalton. 

8: Traffic and Highway Issues  

These had been discussed above in items 5.c and 5.e 

9: Environmental Matters  

a) Councillors expressed their thanks to Councillor Trobe for his work 

in arranging the felling of the trees on the village green. Councillors 

reported that residents of the neighbouring houses would notice the 

increase in light in their homes.  

b) The Council agreed to defer any consideration of planting further 

trees until there has been an opportunity to consider the 

appearance of the village over the summer. The parish caretaker 

would be asked to grass over the areas from which the trees had 

been removed. Action SER 

c) There was some discussion about the state of some of the utility 

poles within the village. Councillors will identify the type and any 

identification number of those which look to require attention so 

that the clerk may report them to either Northern Powergrid or BT 

as appropriate. Action Cllrs then SER 

10: Financial Matters  

a) The Council noted the current accounts for 2016/2017. [A copy is 

attached to the signed minutes]  
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b) The following payments were approved   

• Gavin Christie – Parish Caretaker - £264.00 

• HMRC – PAYE Q4 - £84.00 

• Whalton Village Hall – Grant - £1000.00 

• Whalton Parish Church Council – Grant towards upkeep of 

Churchyard - £1000.00 

Councillors were keen to inform the Village Hall and the Church Council 

that they would be prepared to consider further applications for grants 

during the following 12 months 

The application for grant aid towards the cost of the pods by the school 

was deferred until Councillor Mrs Rushmer is present 

c) With the amendments made to reflect the grants as awarded above, 

the Council approved the draft final accounts for 2016/2017 [a copy of 

which is attached to the signed minutes]. 

d) The clerk reported at that a new application was required for Internet 

banking as the previous one had expired. The Council agreed that this 

should be progressed. Action SER 

11: Parish Caretaker  

Councillors continued to appreciate the work carried out within the Parish. 

See also item 9 above 

12: Website 

The clerk reported that the login details were expected from NALC within 

the next few days so that the portal would be live by the end of the 

month 

13: Possible acquisition of a Defibrillator for Whalton  

In the absence of Councillor Trobe, Councillor Grix informed the Council 

that fundraising was continuing but all concerned now seemed settled on 

the telephone kiosk being the most appropriate location  
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14: May 2017 Elections 

The clerk reported that the formal notices had been issued by the County 

Council at 5.00 PM the previous day and the remaining timetable was  

 4 April 2017 – nomination papers have to be handed in by 4.00pm 

 5 April 2017 – details published of nominations – and thus 

contested elections identified 

 4 May 2017 – Ballot if required 

 6 May 2017 – Counting of Ballots for Contested Parish Council 

Elections 

15: Correspondence  

The clerk provided Councillors with various items for information  

15: Any other business  

Issues are referred to above  

17: Time and date of next scheduled meeting    

• Tuesday 16 May 2017 – this will be the Annual Parish Council 

Meeting and will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting starting 

at 7.30pm.  

  

In closing the meeting Councillor Mrs Richardson thanked all her fellow 

councillors for their work during the year together with the clerk. 

Councillors thanked the Vice-Chairman for her work particularly in the 

difficult circumstances of the last few months 

Confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman      

  

  

……………………………………                            Date  ………………………   
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