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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 2 November 2017 
 
Present:  Cllrs J.G. Watson (in the Chair), S. Black, R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. 
Hobrough, J. Lilley, M. Shepherd and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
Graham Bucknall, Highways Delivery Area Planning Manager, NCC    
5 members of the public were present 

       
 
101. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 
Cllr Black disclosed an interest in item 11.4 on the agenda (Request for donation from CAN). 
Cllr Galilee disclosed an interest in item 11.2 on the agenda (Grant application from Warkworth in 
Bloom). 
 
 
102. Presentation from Highways Area Delivery Manager 
Graham Bucknall gave a brief presentation to members about his role as area manager and the service 
areas which were within his area of responsibility. Some of the issues he covered were:- 
 

 Road defects which were classed as potholes had to be at least 40mm in depth x 300mm 
wide. However, this did not mean that anything less would not be treated. 

 Actionable defects on pavements were 20mm. 
 Time taken for repairs was dependent on the outcome of a risk assessment – category 1 

repairs had to be done within 24 hours from time of reporting – this applied to both pavements 
and roads.  

 The response gang did temporary repairs which were then followed up by the patching gang 
for a more permanent repair and he detailed the latest methods of repair work, and the facility 
on the Council’s homepage for reporting pothole faults. 

 He also detailed the major construction schemes and bridge strengthening works which had 
taken place in the County recently. 

 
Members raised a number of issues:- 
 

 A query was raised about whether NCC had any control over the way highways were returned 
to use following work by utility companies and examples were cited of poor workmanship and 
stretches of road which needed resurfacing. Mr Bucknall advised this was the responsibility of 
the Streetworks Team. 

 The surface of the Guildens Road was being aggravated by the number of heavy vehicles 
using it. 

 The state of the road on the C101, particularly at the old Whittle Colliery crossing, was poor.  

 The C class road past the new Guildens estate had not been mentioned in the planning report 
to NCC councillors and, especially in view of the proposed Amble developments and reduced 
distance to James Calvert Spence College and Newcastle compared with the main road, it was 
felt that this road would need serious attention. 

 A 20mm level of defect was not realistic for pavements in Warkworth and it was commented 
that the pavements in Amble seemed much better. The Shilbottle road was a bus route and 
used a lot but was very narrow in two sections and should be widened.  

 Pavements outside of the village were also in poor condition. 
 The gullies on Castle Street had been cleaned recently but seemed to block up again really 

quickly. This could need investigating. 

 There was a raised kerb outside the Hermitage which needed attention. 
 
Mr Bucknall agreed to take all of these issues back.  Members thanked Mr Bucknall for attending. 
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103. Public Questions   
 
Mr Terry Barton wished to raise the deregistration of the village green at Amble Braid. As the issue was 
on the agenda, the Chair agreed to take the agenda item at that point. 
 
Mr Barton urged members to oppose the deregistration application as it would compromise public 
safety by mixing traffic and people in the same area. The proposed area of new village green was 
already accessible by the public and he felt strongly that the status quo should remain. The Open 
Spaces Society also felt that the proposal should be rejected.  
 
Mr John Bird commented that there had been no public consultation on this proposal. He was also 
concerned about the proposed mix of pedestrians and traffic in a confined area and felt there was a 
question of legal liability should any accidents occur. The village green belonged to local people and 
would be ruined by the proposal. He felt that the needs of local people should be put first.  
 
The Chair advised that the existing public footpath would be diverted around the perimeter of the car 
park, should the deregistration be approved and discussions were ongoing about the development of a 
detailed parking plan for the whole of Amble, which the Town Council was leading on.  
 
 Members discussed the merits of the proposal. It was agreed that the following comments be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in response to the consultation:- 
 
“The Parish Council’s view is that they wish to preserve the village green and are not necessarily 
against some form of car park in the area, but they are not in favour of the design being proposed as it 
is unsympathetic and splits the village green in two”.  
 

Agreed Action 
Response be submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate as detailed above  

Clerk 

      
Mr David Lillie raised the issue of the speed limit signs on Beal Bank and asked when these would be 
erected as they were long overdue. The police would not install a speed camera until the speed limit 
signs were erected, and this had gone on for two years. A sign at the other end of the village was also 
needed. The Chair responded that everyone agreed this was necessary, and he had made every effort 
with NCC to make progress and establish a timeframe. A formal request from the Parish Council would 
be made to the highways officer to establish a firm timetable for having the signs erected. 
 

Agreed Action 
Formal request to Highways Clerk 

     
 
104. Minutes of the Meeting held 5th October 2017  
 
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair.  
 
105. Matters Arising 
 
105.1: Concerns regarding use of the dunes  
The bottom gate was still padlocked. No sign was up for the top gate yet but the post was still out. It 
was suggested that the Harbour Commissioners be contacted. 
 

 Agreed Action 
Approach to Harbour Commissioners  Clerk 

 
105.2: Play area report 
A quote had been received from Beck Groundworks for repairs to the play park fence. Members agreed 
that this was acceptable.  
Cllr Dr Hobrough raised the issue of the surface water storage area near to the play park and school 
which was now filled with water and posed a great danger. It was noted that the perimeter fence had 
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blown down recently though it had been repaired by Cussins the following day. It was suggested that 
this be raised as a planning control issue with NCC. 
 

Agreed Action 
 Accept quote from Beck Groundworks  Clerk 
Planning control issue be raised with 
Development Management  

Clerk 

 
105.3: St. Lawrence’s Churchyard walls – update 
Patrick Parsons were coming back out to do some measurements on 7 November and would be 
providing a report by 17 November to inform the full ITT. They had had no comments on the Parish 
Council’s risk assessment.  
 
105.4: Warkworth Village Leaflet 
These had now been printed. One or two details remained to complete the member details insert. The 
councillor areas needed to be identified so distribution could be allocated between members. 
 

Agreed Action 
Reminder be provided of councillors’ 
designated  “areas” 

Clerk 

Leaflets to be circulated to all councillors for 
distribution 

Cllr Black 

 
105.5:  Speeding on Beal Bank 
This had already been discussed.  
 
105.6:  Table of rents/rental and maintenance for football field 
Differing views were expressed regarding the recreation areas and the options available. It was 
suggested that the Chair look in detail at the schedule with the clerk for discussion at a future meeting.  
 

Agreed Action 
Report back to a future meeting  Chair/Clerk 

 
105.7:  New Homes Bonus Progress 
Nothing would be done this year. 
 
105.8:  Bankside Erosion 
Nothing to report. 
 
105.9: Litter Board for the Beach 
A progress report had been provided by the Clerk.  A response was awaited from the caravan site. 
 

Agreed Action 
Chase progress with AONB Clerk 

 
105.10: Outcome of Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
Cllr Black reported back on the meeting held with representatives of Amble Town Council and Hauxley 
Parish Council on the preparation of a neighbourhood plan, which Cllr Dr Hobrough had also attended. 
The main points of her report were:- 
 

 Amble would not seek to dominate a joint plan and would want each Council to retain its own 
identity.  

 They had agreed to discuss with their own councils whether to proceed either with: 
o a) producing individual Parish Neighbourhood Plan; OR 
o b) working with all the other councils on areas of common interest; OR 
o c) working on a plan of commonality within a “partnership” with each individual council 

providing an additional plan for its unique aspects and needs. 

 There had been discussion about appropriate section headings for inclusion within the NP.   
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 They had agreed to attend a further meeting of this small group to report Warkworth Parish 
Council’s preferred option. 

 
Members discussed the options available to them and the potential advantages and disadvantages 
It was suggested that it would be helpful to invite David English back to a future meeting. 
 
Members agreed that their preferred option was for the Parish Council to develop its own 
Neighbourhood Plan, but working together with Amble Town Council through the use of the same 
planning consultant given the close links with the town. It was also noted that Cllrs Black and Dr 
Hobrough would continue to meet with Amble Town Council representatives to discuss the issue 
further.    

 
105.11: Village Christmas tree   
Cllr Lilley reported that he was confident of sourcing a tree though he did not have a price as yet.  
 
 
106. County Councillor Report 
The Chair reported that he had asked for a sleeping policeman on the Morwick to Guilden road which 
would be included in the village plan and the lamppost with no head on it would be sorted soon. He also 
provided an update on site improvements. 
 
 
107. Councillor Area Reports 
 
Councillor Cashmore – the speed warning sign pole on Morwick Road needed to be removed. It was 
noted that the interactive speed signs which were popular cost around £6,000. The Chair advised that 
his county councillor small schemes funding could potentially be used next year for that though it had 
been earmarked for street lighting. 
    
Councillor Dr Hobrough – queried when Northumbrian Water were likely to start work on the main and 
sewer work in the village.  
 

Agreed Action 
Chase progress with NWL Clerk 

  
Councillor Wilson – the village plans on the Stanners needed attention and more dog fouling notices 
were needed in the St Lawrence’s area.  The Chair advised that he had reported the plans issue 
already. 
 
Councillor Lilley – it was still not clear who was responsible for the trees cut down by the Castle and 
the logs at the end of the ramp. There was an issue with damage to the new trees at the Stanners. 
There was no proper sign from the north for the Beach Road car park. The existing sign was too small 
and gave no indication of distance. 
 
 
108. Correspondence Received: 
108.1 Consultation on a proposal around a new partnership for bus information between NCC and town 
and parish councils    
108.2 Agenda papers for North Northumberland Local Area Council meeting 19 October 2017 
108.3 NALC AGM 7 October 2017 minutes  
108.4 CAN AGM Invite  
108.5 Northumberland Area Special Educational Needs School Place Planning Strategy Consultation 
108.6 Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter Oct 2017 
108.7 Definitive Map Modification Order (No.14) 2014 Footpath No.46 (Parish of Warkworth) - 
Cancellation of Inquiry 
Cllr Lilley referred to the information in the letter that written submissions were now all that was needed 
and suggested that the Council, which had previously decided not to be involved, might re-consider as 
submissions from a PC might well carry more weight. However, members did not wish to send 
comments as a Parish Council.  
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109. Agenda Items: 
109.1: Proposed Deregistration of Village Green at Amble Braid  
Dealt with under Minute No. 103 above 
 
109.2: Grant Application from Warkworth in Bloom 
Agreed £1500 be awarded. 
 
 
109.3: Request for Donation from Great North Air Ambulance 
Agreed £50 be awarded. 
 
109.4 CAN Request for donation 
Agreed £50 be awarded. 
 
109.5: Grass cutting tender/schedule 
Agreed consider at a future meeting. 
 
109.6: Closure of River Coquet Floodgates – request from Mr R. McCormack 
Agreed that Mr McCormack be advised that this is a decision for the Environment Agency and not the 
Parish Council.  
 
 
110.  Planning 
Planning applications to consider: 
 
17/03636/FELTPO Tree Preservation Order: Crown lift to 4 metres to three beech trees T1, T2, T3 due 
to excessive shading in garden area / Garden House, Shortridge Hall, Warkworth No objections 
17/03320/ADE Advertisement consent hoardings sign / Land south of Beal Bank, Rotary Way, 
Warkworth. 
Object on the grounds of:- 

 inappropriate position so far from the site 
 the likelihood of distraction on a fast and dangerous stretch of road 
 inappropriate location in or near an area of outstanding natural beauty and conservation village 
 the potential to open up applications from other advertisers. 

 
17/02939/FUL raised decking area, including glass balustrade to perimeter, to first floor rear elevation/ 
Kingfisher House, Station Road, Warkworth No objections 
17/03963/FUL Construction of porch extension to front of property/ 14 Morwick Road, Warkworth No 
objections 
 
 
111.  Finance: 
 
a. Current Balance: £40,265.00 Treasurers Account, £87,545.96 Instant Access Account as at 1 
October 2017 

 
b. Payments for Approval: 
 

423 Glasdons Litter bin flap kits £89.95 
424 Northumberland Estates Rent for land at car 

park, Beach Road 
£150.00 

425 A.M. Electrics Electrical installation 
works for Christmas 
lighting 

£240.00 

426 Clerk Salary and expenses 
Oct  2017 

£303.52 

427 HMRC PAYE £59.40 
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428 Alncom 
 

Initial payment for hire 
of clerk’s IT 
equipment 

£100.00 

429 NCC Grass cutting 
01.04.17-30.09.17 

£4,178.72 

430 NCC  Three extra grass 
cuts  (Oct 2017 x 2 
and Mar 2018 x 1) 

£133.20 

431 NCC Installation of 
Christmas lighting 
supply boxes 

£716.18 

432 NCC  Extra grass cut 
Warkworth 
cemeteries and boat 
area 

£252.00 

433 Sally Black Refund of Parish 
leaflet printing costs 

£196.21 

434 Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal 

Wreath £25.00 

 
The Clerk advised members of the quote received from Beck Groundworks (Minute 93, Meeting 
05.10.17 refers) to repair the damaged fencing at The Stanners. Members agreed this was acceptable. 
 
Regarding the quote received for repainting the bus shelter, members agreed to seek a further quote 
from Ronnie Gibson as he had also submitted a quote the last time.  
 
 

Agreed Action 
Progress with Beck Groundworks and Cllr 
Gibson 

Clerk 

  
c. Receipts: 
 

11.09.17 TSB Interest £3.96 
    

 
d. Precept 2018-19 
Cllr Dr Hobrough reported that the draft budget circulated would allow additional funds to be put into the 
contingency fund for the Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk reported that the housing developer fund 
monies had been received which meant the Play Area budget would show a credit, not a deficit.    
 
Members agreed to accept the proposed budget in principle and inform the Clerk of any issues over the 
forthcoming week.  
 
 
112.  Information Items 
The following information items were noted:  
 
112.1: NALC Enews 10 October 2017 
112:2  NALC Enews 17 October 2017 
112.3: NALC ENews 24 October 2017 
 
 
113.  Items for next meeting 
Councillor Galilee referred to the 2 signs the Parish Council wanted for the Stanners to discourage 
overnight camper vans. Smiths had made the other sign at the church leading onto the Stanners road. 
The wording as per the original sign had been agreed, but instead of "WARNING Clamping in 
operation" he suggested the Parish Council consider "Please respect this village." 
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114.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 7 December 2017 at 6.30 pm. Cllr Shepherd 
submitted her apologies for this. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


