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WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Draft Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 
Held at 7 pm on Monday 25th January 2016 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 

 
Present: Councillor Robert Donkin in the Chair; and Councillors: A Hindmarsh, A Murray, 
S Mills, I Fleming, M Mather, M Aitchison, B Patterson and D Armstrong. 
 
In Attendance: Lynda Cairns (Clerk), Ben O’Connell (Berwick Advertiser), Sgt A Pullen & PC D Perry 
(Northumbria Police), 9 members of the public (residents of Fenton Grange), F Mansfield (GGT) 

 
The Chairman invited Mr Ross Peart, on behalf of residents of Fenton Grange, to make representation to the 

Parish Council re: the proposed development at the Old Vicarage.  Mr Peart briefly outlined the major concerns of 
the residents, these being: The volume of traffic generated, both from residencies and outside services/bodies, 
which would need to use the single entrance/exit onto A697, this would further increase with the potential 
development of Phase 2.  The internal access road comes within 5ft of neighbouring garden fences which would 
add to the previously noted disproportionate noise from the biomass boiler unit and staff activity.  The extra units 
will add to the light pollution, already suffered by immediate residents, from the main building.  The extension will 
bring the main building to within 15ft of residencies on Fenton Grange, and may cause issues of light dissipation 
due to the height required in order to correspond with the existing building.  The large beech tree is of historical 
significance – being planted in 1693 – it is the oldest tree in the Glendale area, and though there may be some 
evidence of decay in parts, with some judicious pruning, it was thought there was a good argument to be made for 
its retention.  The proposed electric gates will not be silent in operation, Mr Peart quoted examples of electronic 
gates he has used regularly, and states there is always a significant sound on their closure.  Mr Peart concluded 
by asking for the support of the Parish Council as elected representatives of the residents of Wooler. 

 
APOLOGIES: Cllr R Reed 
 
1. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:  Cllr Mills re The Old Vicarage plans 

 
2. NORTHUMBRIA POLICE: Sgt Andy Pullen & PC Dan Perry were present, and reported 4 very recent crimes 

in the town.  Theft of a garden ornament in Padgepool Place, 2 thefts from the Coop and a damage to window 
in the High Street.  All these are currently under investigation.  There have been no reports of Anti-Social 
Behaviour since the last report to the Parish Council. Sgt Pullen confirmed that officers had been identified to 
fil the vacancies left by PC Clark at Wooler & PC Amer at Seahouses and that PC Curtis Ritchie would be 
joining the Wooler team in the next couple of months.  On the subject of Farm Watch, he agreed there had 
been some issues with communications and loss of e mail contact which he put down to staff changes within 
the Crime Prevention team. Cllr Hindmarsh said she had spoken to PCC Vera Baird on this subject during her 
brief meeting with GGT that day.  Cllr Armstrong asked about the previous formal arrangements, whereby 
representatives of the Local Policing Team met with members of the Parish Council on a monthly basis.  Sgt 
Pullen replied that this practice had now largely been taken over by the regular attendance by the 
Neighbourhood Team at the Parish meetings.  He was amenable to extra meetings with Parish Councillors if 
they deemed it necessary, and confirmed that if anyone wanted to speak to a designated officer when the 
office was unmanned, they should use the 101 non-emergency facility and ask to speak to a duty officer for 
the Wooler area.  Alternatively people could make use of the Northumbria Police website and e mail the 
Neighbourhood Team mailbox, which is regularly monitored by front office staff & CSOs.  Cllr Armstrong 
reported a problem he had had with the 101 system via the phone outside the police office.  Sgt Pullen 
checked the phone & found it to be working correctly.  Cllr Murray confirmed he had been happy with the 
response he had received from the 101 service in the recent past. 

 
3. PREVIOUS MINUTES - Minutes of the previous meeting held 14th December 2015 agreed as a true record. 

Proposed by Cllr Patterson, seconded by Cllr Hindmarsh. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – Comment made about the Christmas lights not working over the 
festive period.  Cllr Donkin explained that the lights on St Mary’s tower had been blown about by the strong 
winds and water had got into the bulb holders thereby causing them to short out.  The street lighting units 
were repaired as they were reported, and at least 4 new time clocks had been fitted along with other 
connection and timing adjustments as necessary.  All lights have now been repaired, dried and stored away. 
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Cllr Donkin congratulated those who helped arrange the Carol Service – particularly Cllrs Hindmarsh & Reed.  
The sum of £630.05 had been collected for the North Northumberland Hospice. 
 

5. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Gritting of Footpaths – It was felt there had been a poor response from County in relation to gritting 
procedures despite meetings and e mails in autumn.  The priority for gritting of roads in Wooler is Ryecroft 
Way, Church St, High St, The Peth, Cheviot St, Ramseys Lane, Common Rd, South Rd & Brewery Rd. 
Bob Hodgson has said that the NEAT team will grit footpaths and he will meet with Parish Councillors to draw 
up a priority and preferred contact method for requests when conditions are icy.  Fenton Grange residents had 
complained that the grit wagon had not been into the estate and that there was only one grit bin outside the 
entrance to the estate.  Clerk to arrange meeting with Bob Hodgson & confirm Fenton Grange roads are now 
adopted.  Cllr I Fleming asked for a formal letter of complaint to be sent to Highways regarding the lack of 
gritting first thing on 14th January.  
Dog Fouling – After some heated comment on a Wooler Face Book page on this subject, Cllr Mather 
contacted NCC Dog Warden who visited Wooler and viewed some of the noted areas.  A free dog chipping 
day has been organised by Cllr Mather in conjunction with NCC and Alnorthumbria Vets, to address the new 
law coming into practice in April for all dogs to be microchipped, to help educate people on the health hazards 
& anti-social issues of not picking up dog mess, and to give out free ‘poo’ bags. Posters have been produced 
and will be displayed around the town.  Future initiatives may include highlighter spray and pavement stencils.  
The public are asked to identify persistent offenders and report to County, who will then make contact and 
offer advice before fines are issued. 
Fountain Group – Permission given by the members for the Parish Clerk to contact Solicitor re the 
registering of the land at the Market Place. 
Defibrillator – A position on the Terrace had been identified by Cllr Hindmarsh and the property owner was 
happy to have the unit fixed there.  Cllr Mather felt that it was not altogether a safe place for people to access 
the unit and proposed placing it on the wall of the Bus Station Toilets which ticked the boxes of central 
location and safe parking.  It was stressed that the unit should be sorted immediately and the members 
agreed that the Bus Station may be the best location.  Clerk to liaise with Louise Hayward for permission.  Cllr 
Mather added that the Training Defib. had been donated by Seahouses First Responders to Wooler so there 
would be no need to access the monies offered through the Doctors Fund.  Clerk to write to thank Seahouses 
FR for this. 
Replacement Tree – County will replace the tree at Bus Stn entrance.  Due to practical problems in 
maintaining a tree there, the members decided instead on a large planter similar to those on Berwick’s 
Marygate, which could support a specimen tree or shrub together with other decorative planting. 
Snow Plan – Further to last month’s discussions, a sim card & phone have been made available to provide a 
Help Line.  Cllr Mather handed round posters advertising the scheme with ideas for business cards to be 
printed later giving the helpline number for residents to keep handy.  Cllr Fleming moved that the poster be 
approved & members agreed. 
  

6. CLERK’S REPORT  
Precept 2016/17 – Councillors approved an increase of £2500 on last year’s budget, to take account of grass 
cutting & inspections at both Play Parks, and cleaning of Bus Station Toilets all year.  The Clerk reported this 
would add an annual amount of 22p to Band A properties and 50p to band G properties. 

 
7. OUTSIDE BODIES –   

Inter generation Group – Attended by Cllr Hindmarsh, Dave Sage & Mike Dean-Hall discussing the future 
direction of school.  Volunteer scheme floated for community help in various aspects of school life – meeting 
to be called in near future.  School will arrange DRB checks.   Swimming Pool has been completed & it is 
hoped will open in February.  Presently for schools’ use but there may be an opportunity for it to be accessible 
to the public if suitable Lifeguard cover can be found. 
GGT – looking to source funds for a feasibility study on old Coop building for ideas on future use. 
Vera Baird – very amenable to questions & suggestions, will look into Farm Watch.  Old Police Station will go 
on market, though due to its unique layout she is not confident of a sale.   

8. PLANNING 
15/04262/FUL – The Old Vicarage.  Cllr Mills left the meeting declaring an interest through employment. 
After having a meeting on site at the weekend with the Architect, the members were generally satisfied with 
the proposals from a planning perspective, and were reassured by the feedback from the visit and with the 
reports which had been submitted.  
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As there were a number of Fenton Grange representatives present, Cllr Hindmarsh asked if they were against 
the provision of more care options for the sustained ageing population of Wooler.  Whilst they were not 
against such a provision per se, many felt that there were design elements to the proposed plan which could 
be reconsidered, and in fact other sites within the town which would be better suited to a scheme of this sort.  
Cllr Murray stated that the Parish Council could only comment on the plans as presented & valid objections 
could only be made on specified planning concepts.  The residents requested that the Parish Council consider 
supporting their call for the proposal to be heard by a Planning Committee, rather than being decided by a 
Case Officer. The group of residents then left the meeting. The conclusion of the majority of the members was 
that though it was recognised that neighbouring residents were very concerned about aspects of the 
development as it affected their own lifestyle choices, the Parish Council’s view must also embrace the whole 
town’s needs, and support where appropriate, the means of the elderly population to have the choice and 
opportunity to remain in their own community. The Clerk was asked to place recommendation on the Planning 
Portal site regarding the amendment to the entrance road (as far as One Way System) to double width, and 
will enquire if account has been made of any existing or future impact of noise & light issues on neighbouring 
properties, regarding boiler and security lighting respectively. 

 ADDENDUM: At the meeting of the Wooler Parish Council on 18th April 2016 it was agreed that the 
following information had been omitted from the minutes of this meeting (25/01/16): 
At the request of the Chair, Mr C Murphy informed the members that plans submitted as part of the above 
proposals did in fact wrongly show a parcel of land (play area) on Fenton Grange to be part of The Old 
Vicarage site.  The Chairman replied that this had been drawn to the attention of the Achitect at a site meeting 
on 23rd January, who had assured him that the plans would be rectified. 
 
16/0125/FUL – Portal Frame cover to existing silage clamp to form new straw shed & new silage clamp at 
North Middleton Farm.  Falls within Ilderton boundary – no comments lodged. 
16/00141/FUL – Copper Beeches. Sunroom to front, demolish chimney, ext to garage, alter windows/doors 
etc. – no objections 

13/01665/OUT – Notification of hearing by Planning Committee 26/01/16 
PLANNING DECISIONS  
14/03794/FUL – Former Ryecroft Hotel - Notification of Appeal procedures. 
Granted: 15/03970/FUL – 6 Queens Road 
Withdrawn: 15/03841/FUL – Land to south of Tankerville Terrace/Tenter Hill 
 

9. COUNCILLORS TASKS - Post in Market Place not supporting any sign or lamp, now leaning over can it be 
removed?  Clerk to request. 
Potholes have been reported via NCC website by Cllr Fleming. 
Running water on Common Road reported by Cllr Fleming.  Cllr Murray stated it was in hand with NCC & 
Northumbria Water. 
Cllr Patterson asked that branches at entrance to Ryecroft Park be cut back.  Also 3 damaged and leaning 
trees at rear of High Fair near to garages.  Ownership of all to be ascertained. 
 

10. FACEBOOK – After much deferment the question of whether to have a Wooler Parish Council page on Face 
Book was discussed.  Cllr Mather believed it could be a valuable tool in gauging local reaction to various 
issues & initiatives as it would reach a larger audience.  To be set up as an information point with no resource 
for random comments.  Parish Council members to be Admin gatekeepers, responding to private messaging 
queries or comments, and posting ‘good news’ items, minutes and relevant information.  A trial period of 6 
months was agreed.  Cllr Mather to investigate setting up procedure. 

 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is to be held on Monday 22nd February 2106 at 7pm at The Cheviot Centre. 
 

12. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING AGENDA 
 

13. FINANCE - Payments authorised: 
 

GGT – room hire £28.80 

S Tate – Bus Station Toilets Cleaning (08/12/15 – 17/01/16) £269.97 

T Hate – Caretaking duties (24/11/15 – 07/01/16) £65.00 

NCC- Clerk’s wages recharge £412.75 
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N Walsh – St Mary’s Tower Christmas Lights £400.00 

P Turnbull – Repairs to Christmas Light electrical connections £422.16 

Donkin Engineering – repairs to Christmas Light mounts £30.00 

L Cairns – Office Stationery, printer consumables, key safe £60.44 

 £1689.12 
 
 

Signed:        
 
 
Date:       


