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WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Draft Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 
Held at 7 pm on Monday 21st March 2016 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 

 
Present: Councillor Robert Donkin in the Chair; and Councillors: A Hindmarsh, R Reed, A Murray, M Mather,       
M Aitchison, and D Armstrong. 
 
In Attendance: Lynda Cairns (Clerk), Ben O’Connell (Berwick Advertiser), R Lawrie & Y Hope (The Fountain 
Group), P Potter (Commercial First). 

 
APOLOGIES: Cllrs S Mills & B Patterson (Work Commitments) 
 
Open Session – Robin Lawrie & Yvette Hope attended the meeting to give an update on the status of the 
proposed replica fountain.  They showed plans of design and materials to be used, including the granite pillars 
which are still usable from the original fountain, together with Doddington Stone for the superstructure & basins.  
There is to be seating (Serpent) and ‘Cheviot’ planted areas, comprising heathers, broom etc. It is proposed that a 
time capsule be incorporated with input from residents & school. 
The structure will be plumbed in readiness for water at some later stage but it is not intended to bring water during 
this construction.  The components will be built off site and brought in once groundworks and base are set, with 
the work on the actual site being planned to take some 2 weeks.  A work schedule has been drawn up and all 
works will be subject to current H & S regulations.  No work will begin until the Land Registry process is completed 
but quotes for the work are currently being sought.  Promises of funding have already been made, and some work 
has been offered by local firms free of charge.  Mr Lawrie asked the members of the Parish Council to identify a 
site where replacement trees could be sited in order to satisfy one of the planning recommendations, and it was 
suggested this could be done anytime between now and the fountain actually being built. The members agreed to 
identify a site and to progress the Land Registry with the solicitors. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Cllr Mather re Ryecroft site. 

 
1. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE – No Northumbria Police representative available 

 
2. RYECROFT HOTEL – Update by Mr Phil Potter of Commercial First Mortgages Ltd.  Mr Potter outlined the 

background to his company proposals for the Ryecroft Hotel, stating it was a very difficult site & whilst there 
had been many reservations about demolishing the present building, structural reports had proved that neither 
the main building nor the owner accommodation was viable to repair.  There had been some evidence put 
forward regarding its internal features and historic value, as part had been used by Bomber Command during 
WW2, but any period features or wartime artefacts had been stripped out by previous owners over the years 
and nothing of historic value remained.   Mr Potter had been exasperated by the apparent lack of support and 
information from NCC planners for the proposals put forward by the architects over the last 2 years, despite 
initial guidance on the type of accommodation which might be acceptable.  The second proposal had 
apparently been refused by a Planning Officer under delegated powers, and no explanation of the criteria on 
which it had failed was provided.  There is now an appeal against that decision in progress. He suggested that 
if the appeal is unsuccessful, the Insurers will insist on having the building boarded up and the whole site may 
be mothballed. The Parish Council defended their decision to object to the original proposals stating the 
building looked like a Travel Lodge and they would really have liked to see a more stylish development which 
would enhance the northern entrance to the town.  Mr Potter agreed, but said that as mortgage holders, 
Commercial First were not in the business of providing design statements, per se and that really all they 
wanted was to present a site with basic planning permission for others to develop. Cllr Hindmarsh suggested 
that he speak to GGT regarding current trends on housing needs in the area.  Mr Potter was asked if he would 
authorise a general tidying up of the vegetation around the site, but stated that a considerable amount had 
already been expended on the site and he would not be prepared to spend any more before the appeal 
decision was in. 

 
3. PREVIOUS MINUTES - Minutes of the previous meeting held 22nd February agreed as a true record. 

Proposed by Cllr Donkin, seconded by Cllr Reed. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – Cllr Hindmarsh had had a comment from Fenton Grange resident 
that despite the comment here in the last minutes, plans on the Planning Portal still showed an access from 
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the Old Vicarage to the estate. Cllr Donkin thought that the plans for the Biomass equipment to be referred to 
later did show that the access had been removed. 
Bus Station – paving still to be reinstated by County following the tree removal. Cllr Murray to remind them. 
 

5. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Fallen Trees High Fair & Bryson’s Park – County Tree Officer confirmed that the High Fair trees were 4 
Housing’s responsibility.  Some work has been evidenced but it is not completely cleared away.  He had also 
confirmed that the tree in Bryson’s Park had been cut down by the NEAT team. 
Skate Park – Cllr Donkin reported that the works advised via the RoSPA inspection would now have to wait 
until after the school holidays as it would require ‘barriering off’ for up to a week to enable concreting to be 
carried out 
SLA Scott’s Park & Bryson’s Park equipment inspections– Agreements had been received and the 
members agreed to sign up to the proposals. 
Meeting with K Bartlett/Ruth Bendell – Members reminded of the date (23rd March at 6pm) Outstanding 
issues to take to the meeting were discussed. 
5 The Peth – Cllr Murray reported on the discussions he had had with Barry Wilson (Tree Officer) and 
Building Control at County.  The owner of 5 The Peth has been contacted but has not replied to any approach.  
The tree fell from property owned by Mr Wilson, but he is not willing to start any operations in case of a 
substantial claim being made if more damage is done.  Building Control confirm they have fulfilled their remit 
and cannot do any more.  Clerk will try writing to Liam Henry (County Solicitor) and John Rutter (Senior 
Building Control Officer). 
  

6. CLERK’S REPORT  
Defibrillator Progress – Louise Hayward has given permission for the unit to be placed on the outside wall of 
the Bus Station toilets. Stephen Carey Fund may fit themselves or if not Paul Turnbull to be asked.  Clerk to 
finalise with Louise Hayward/Bob Hodgson. 
High Street Waiting Times – Request has been made to Highways to extend the Waiting Time on the High 
Street to 2 hours however no response has been received. One for Kevin Bartlett? 
 

7. OUTSIDE BODIES – Cllrs Hindmarsh & Murray attended the GGT meeting.  The ‘engaging Glendale’ screens 
were highlighted and any useful local information should be submitted to Gemma at GGT for inclusion.  There 
is to be a Health Safety & Equality training session at the Cheviot Centre on 15/04/16 which costs £90.00.  
There are still places and contact is via Gemma or Rachel.  Cllrs Hindmarsh and Reed attended courses in 
Spanish and IT run as a trial to see if evening classes could be reinstated in Wooler.  Tom Johnston of the 
GGT has been in touch with National Park Authority re the Sill Project and how Wooler could benefit.  Cllr 
Murray thought that the NPA would be interested in providing a display for the window of the old Coop 
building 
 

8. PLANNING – 16/00570/RENE – retrospective permission for Biomass & storage equipment.  No comments 
though not all Councillors have seen the plans.  Cllrs Fleming & Murray wish to be taken off the circulation list 
re Planning matters – preferring to access them via Planning Portal on line. 
 

9. QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS – Not much progress to date, other areas seem to be settling 
on June 12th for their celebrations & it was decided that Wooler’s ‘Party in the Park’ would take place on that 
date.  Cllr Murray will allow electric supply to be accessed from the Garden Centre. Small Committee to be 
formed on Wed 23rd after meeting to identify other local groups to help organise.     

 
10. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING – Cllr Hindmarsh to invite Peter Rutherford to meet with members of the 

Parish Council and other interested parties. 
 

11. COUNCILLORS TASKS –  
Facebook – Cllr Mather has set up the Face Book page ‘Wooler Parish Council’ and on checking during the 
meeting found it already had 74 likes.  Items for the Facebook will be authorised before they are placed on 
public view, and are expected to be limited to Parish Council activities primarily.  
School Crossing Patrol – There has been no response from the Highways regarding a review of the location 
of the School Crossing Patrol, Cllr Murray to chase up. Praise however was given to County for their prompt 
attention re the stone parapet of the bridge being demolished by a vehicle during the week. 
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12. LITTER PICK – Cllr Hindmarsh reported on the litter pick/tidy up of the town on the previous day.  There had 
been an excellent response with almost 40 volunteers turning up to clear all the major thoroughfares, & 
including Fergusons Yard & Ryecroft site.  In excess of 150 bags of litter had been filled and other jobs had 
been tackled eg painting litter bins, tidying vegetation etc.  It is hoped another day can be arranged later in the 
year.  Particular thanks were expressed to Cllr Fleming who organised the loan of litter picking equipment and 
to Patrick Sheard who masterminded the deployment of volunteers.  Thanks was also extended from Robin 
Taphouse of the NEAT tem who organised the collection of all the filled bags.  The Youth DropIn were not 
able to take part on the day but will use one of their scheduled evening gatherings to look at Bryson’s Park 
area.   

 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is to be held on Monday 25th April 2106 at 7pm at The Cheviot Centre. 
 

14. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING AGENDA 
 

15. FINANCE - Payments authorised: 
 

GGT – room hire £28.80 

S Tate – Bus Station Toilets Cleaning (01/02/16 – 14/03/16) £332.70 

NCC- Clerk’s wages recharge £412.75 

Cllr Donkin Chairmans Allowance £150.00 

K Curry Handyman Services – Scotts Park £40.00 

 £964.25 
 
 

Signed:        
 
 
Date:       


