
 

 
Wooler Parish Council 1 Minutes of meeting on 180416 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Draft Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 
Held at 7 pm on Monday 18th April 2016 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 

 
Present: Councillor Robert Donkin in the Chair; and Councillors: A Hindmarsh, R Reed, A Murray, M Mather,       
M Aitchison, I Fleming and D Armstrong.  Cllrs B Patterson & S Mills – late arrivals 
 
In Attendance: Lynda Cairns (Clerk), Ben O’Connell (Berwick Advertiser), Mr C Murphy 

 
APOLOGIES: Cllrs S Mills & B Patterson had notified of possible late arrival due to other commitments. 
 
Open Session - Mr Chrys Murphy began by highlighting a point raised during the meeting of 25th January 2016, 
regarding the incorrect illustration of land boundary pertaining to the Old Vicarage development, which had not 
been placed on the minutes. Members agreed that an addendum rectifying the omission would be placed on the 
said minutes. (q.v.) 
Secondly, he enquired about the Interactive Speed Signs and what action is being taken to address their frequent 
inoperative states.  The Chair stated that several requests had been made to County regarding the original 
positioning of the signs – which was recommended by a member of the Highways Team, but which had 
subsequently proved to be not in the best position for optimum charging or for maintenance (replacing batteries 
etc.).  Mr Murphy quoted an instance of drivers’ disregard for the speed limit along the South Road where a 
vehicle had been overtaking within the 30mph restriction and caused pedestrians to have to jump out of the way 
causing much distress. A recent meeting has been held with Neil Snowden of NCC Highways where a safer 
crossing point and better signage was being considered which will remind drivers of the speed restrictions along 
South Road. 
Mr Murphy’s third point was to consider a 20mph zone in the Fenton Grange Estate. He spoke of the recent 
growth of the development to over 50 dwellings and the increase in vehicular movements in the estate.  Again he 
described a recent ‘near miss’, involving a resident and a ‘white van man’.  Mr Murphy was advised that such 
incidents if witnessed should be referred to the police via the 101 facility, and that Northumbria Police would be 
pleased to explain the Community Speed watch initiative if any residents were interested in becoming more 
proactive regarding road safety.  It was also suggested that the appropriate companies employing the delivery 
drivers be informed of any incidents in future.  It was agreed that the Clerk would approach Highways Programme 
to enquire about a feasibility study and the process of declaring a 20mph zone. The Chair thanked Mr Murphy for 
his input. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Cllr Murray re Garden Centre roadway. 

 
1. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE – No Northumbria Police representative available, but a report was sent by PC 

Brimble.  There had been no incidents of note since the last attendance and those incidents reported were 
currently still being investigated. 
FOUR HOUSING – Andrew Drury of Four Housing sent in a short update on the progress of the Golden 
Square housing Scheme (Greendale Court). Progress is on track with a proposed completion time of end of 
August.  Relationships with existing residents of Golden Sq. remain good and extra parking in the URC Car 
Park has been organised for contractors vehicles to minimise inconvenience to residents.   Cllr Donkin has 
suggested that there might be a possibility of a site visit to see progress. 
 

2. SEASONAL WORKER – Bob Hodgson Area Manager Neighbourhood Services attended to expand on an 
idea proposed by Louise Hayward for a seasonal worker to be based in Wooler during the summer season.  
The members had been appraised of this idea at an extraordinary meeting on 11th April when preliminary 
details were given in order to reduce time within the full meeting explaining the proposal.  Questions included 
how the worker would be recruited and whether there was an option for part time (1 or 2 days per week) or job 
share with another parish. Bob explained that NCC would recruit and deal with all employment procedures, 
leaving the Parish Council responsible for the salary element only.  It was hoped that if a worker were to be 
recruited to Wooler that they be local and sympathetic to the character & needs of the town.  With regards to 
the part time question, Bob felt that by taking on a full time worker to address all the extra tasks undertaken by 
various contractors, a more noticeable effect and better value for money would be shown - even be it over a 
set period of perhaps 4 – 6 months.  He did stress that the scheme was very much in its infancy but that it 
could be very flexible, tailoring the tasks to individual communities’ requirements and that a regular liaison 
between Neighbourhood Services & the Parish Council over the period of the contract would ensure that the 
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scheme was tackling the right issues for the community.  Depending on the grades of operatives, they could 
take on tasks such as playground inspections, grass cutting, strimming and hedging, weed control, toilets, 
painting, additional litter picking and targeted street cleansing. Services already agreed with Neighbourhood 
Services for the season could be re apportioned during the contract period. It was suggested that costs for 
some singular tasks could be much reduced by use of NCC vehicles & equipment. The members felt the main 
stumbling block would be the cost and Bob conceded that it may well be too late this year to consider the 
scheme due to budgets already being set, but he assured the members that there would be the opportunity to 
discuss the idea during the course of the year if there was sufficient interest.   
In addition to the above, Bob was asked to investigate the replacing of the directional sign on A697 opposite 
junction of Bewick Road, Cllr Fleming agreed to send photos of how the sign was currently positioned.  A 
request had been received from a resident on Oliver Road about signs stating ‘No Ball Games’ in the areas of 
the garages, Bob suggested that 4 Housing be contacted as the land would likely be theirs.  Bob was thanked 
for his time and left the meeting, with the members declaring that much had to be considered before any 
decision was made for or against such a scheme. 
 

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES - Minutes of the previous meeting held 21st March agreed as a true record. Proposed 
by Cllr Donkin, seconded by Cllr Reed. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES –It was decided that the site for the replacement cherry trees as 
requested by the Fountain Group representatives would be South Road. 
 

5. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Play Park Equipment – The goal nets which have been removed originally cost £24.00 each. It was agreed 
that good quality nets be sourced to replace them as soon as possible.  2 of the swings have been taken 
down after a weekly inspection by NCC due to worn links.  Bob Hodgson is hoping to be able to replace them 
from NCC stock. 
Skate Park – Cllr Donkin met with Hugh Boyd regarding the RoSPA recommendations to various items in the 
Skate Park.  The entrance to the park is to be resurfaced and additional safety railings are to be installed as 
recommended in the report.  There is money remaining from the original fundraising for the skate park and 
Cllr Donkin will carry out an estimate of the likely costs in order to check if estimates will be needed to 
complete the work.  There are several uprights and posts around the Scott’s Park play area which require 
attention and the fence alongside the zip wire is leaning over.  Cllr Patterson offered to carry out the repairs as 
necessary. 
Flagstones at Bus Station – due to be carried out soon.  NCC may provide a planter in place of another tree. 
Seat Repairs – Most could do with a clean & varnish.  3 have been identified for replacement and several 
more need varying degrees of repair.  Clerk & Cllr Donkin to compile a definitive list of seat locations & repairs 
and e mail out to all.  Varnishing could be done by members. 
Roadway to Garden Centre/Carrs Billington – Cllr Murray declared interest & left the room.  The road has 
been the subject of much complaint & discussion over the years.  It is owned by NCC but is not adopted 
Highway. There has been a tentative price supplied by Graeme Bucknall of NCC of £22,000 to resurface the 
road in its entirety.  Several businesses utilise the road for access and it is believed there are historic private 
agreements in place which have been honoured individually but which have not resulted in NCC improving the 
road surface. Several councillors have now indicated as a result of the number of complaints received by the 
Parish Council that they would be willing to investigate the possibility of brokering a solution between all 
parties who benefit from the use of road. Several suggestions were put forward regarding possible solutions 
however it was decided not to discuss the subject further in public due to potential disclosure issues. 
Defibrillator – Cllr M Mather provided the members with an updated cost of £1250.00 for the defibrillator, this 
amount will be matched by the Stephen Carey Fund.  There is £767.34 raised through fund raising and the 
members agreed that the remainder be provided from parish budget.  The wording for the box was agreed as 
“Jointly funded by the people of Wooler, Wooler Parish Council and the Stephen Carey Fund”.  Cllr Mather to 
progress the installation by SCF technicians. 
Church Faculty –The faculty has now been authorised for work at St Mary’s and the staircase can be 
progressed.  Clerk to write to M Fairnington. 
Cutting of trees along riverbank adjacent to Bowling Club – It has been reported that 2 trees were cut 
down at the weekend (15/16th April) on land which belongs to the Parish Council.  Permission was granted 
some years ago for 2 trees only to be removed at this location, however no permission has been given for this 
recent work, nor for some similar work done last year.  Clerk to write to Bowling Club, and to contact Barry 
Wilson, Tree Officer at NCC for advice. 
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6. CLERK’S REPORT  
End of year Accounts – the Accounts have been prepared with indications of any over/underspend.  It was 
requested that £1000 be earmarked from 2015 -16 accounts specifically for Elections.  This had apparently 
been agreed prior to the current Clerk taking over, who had not been aware of the agreement. 
Good Councillor Guide – The Clerk has sent all Councillors the Jan 2016 edition of the Good Councillors 
Guide as pdf.  Cllr Donkin asked that hard copies be purchased for members also. Cllr Fleming declined a 
paper copy. 

7. OUTSIDE BODIES – Cllrs Hindmarsh attended the GGT housing meeting though there was little to report 
with funding currently thin on the ground. Cllrs Reed & Hindmarsh will attend a Community led Housing 
workshop with Tom Johnston.  Cllr Hindmarsh attended a Level 2 Health & Safety in the Workplace course 

 
8. PLANNING – 16/00254/COU – change of use Meeting Hall to f/f flat. West Hall Burnhouse Road.  Plans were 

passed around – no comments. 
 

9. QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS – Not more progress to date, general feeling is that it is always 
the same people willing to organise and there doesn’t seem to be much interest.  It was suggested that the 
celebrations take the form of a street party though it would be held at Scott’s Park – not in the High Street.  
Offers of help organising were received from members though many have other commitments around that 
time.  An open meeting is to be held to try & drum up interest from other organisations/individuals and this will 
be held on Monday 25th April and advertised via the Wooler Parish Council Face Book page. 

 
10. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING – Cllr Hindmarsh to invite Peter Rutherford to meet with members of the 

Parish Council and other interested parties. 
Notification was received that Tillside PC had started the Neighbourhood Planning process. 
 

11. COUNCILLORS TASKS –  
5 The Peth – Environmental Health have assessed the property but found it not to be in a dilapidated 
condition and can therefore take no further action.  Clerk received correspondence from Development 
Compliance that a planning enforcement case has been opened. We await their report. Cllr Murray was 
thanked for his efforts in trying to get this issue addressed. 
School Crossing Patrol – County have agreed to conduct a feasibility & footfall survey though they stress it 
is not a straight forward location to assess.  More signage to be put up to remind drivers of the speed limit. 
Facebook – there was some discussion on whether individual councillors should be putting forward views on 
personal Facebook pages which could be construed as Wooler Parish Council views. It was restated that the 
Wooler Parish Council Facebook page be administered through 1 person and that the public be directed to 
the Wooler Website for the official Council stance on local issues. 

 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is to be held on Monday 23rd May 2106 at 7pm at The Cheviot Centre.  The first part of the 
meeting will comprise the AGM 
 

13. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING AGENDA 
 

14. FINANCE - Payments authorised: 
 

GGT – room hire £28.80 

S Tate – Bus Station Toilets Cleaning (15/03/16 – 10/04/16) £332.70 

NCC- Clerk’s wages recharge (Invoice received after the meeting) £421.69 

  

  

  
 
 

Signed:        
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Date:       


