[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of  meeting of Warden Parish Council held in Newbrough Town Hall on Monday 4th September 2017 commencing at 7.00pm.  

Those Present:	Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman) M Kendrew, D Bowman, WJ Foot, G Charlton, RM Tindall, CA Forster
S Robson, County Cllr R Gibson, C Miller (Clerk), two members of the public

2017/82	Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2017/83	Declaration of Interests
Cllrs SJ Heminsley, S Robson and County Cllr R Gibson declared an interest in Railway Inn, Fourstones 
Cllrs SJ Heminsley and RM Tindall declared an interest in Newbrough School.

2017/84	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 3rd July 2017
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.

2017/85	Matters arising  from previous meeting (not on agenda)
There were no matters arising from previous meeting that were not on the agenda.  

2017/86	Parish Seats: Repairs and Replacements
Parishioner present who had submitted letter and photographs included in Stanegate regarding information in July minutes relating to £600 being approved for seats at Ellen Wheel, and expressed surprise at this as the Queen’s Silver Jubilee seat at St Aidan’s Church  and an existing picnic bench at Ellen wheel are both in a state  of disrepair.  Parishioner believed  the Silver Jubilee seat was underutilised due to there being no view where it is sited and being adjacent to a litter bin.  Chair commented it was pleasing to see members of the public showing interest in the Parish Council.  Clerk had contacted County Council regarding Section 106 funding, however they were unable to fund seats through this money.  Cllr CA Forster suggested new rectangular seats be made, as at Boatside Inn,  where similar seats had been made at a cost of £80/seat.   It was agreed the seat at Beacon does need replaced, but an additional bench is not vital.  Cllr D Bowman to carry out audit of all seats within the parish to assess level of maintenance required and view seats at Boathouse Inn to assess if suitable for Parish Council use.   Cllr RM Tindall could liaise with church regarding possible removal of bench near to church, however it was agreed it would be preferable for this seat to remain insitu and be repainted.  County Cllr Gibson commented in other parishes, seats are stored inside in Winter months and maintenance carried out.  ACTION: Budget of £300 for repair/replacement of one seat at Beacon agreed; further refurbishment of seat at church required, and audit of all seats within the parish to be carried out by Cllr D Bowman with estimated cost of refurbishment works to be circulated to all.  Cllr D Bowman proposed and it was agreed that if possible the maintenance work on the seats would be completed before the next PC meeting in November.   

2017/87	New Council Website 
Clerk had uploaded council documents and Cllr WJ Foot had uploaded local information.  Text required for various sections 
such as   Communities, small section for Home page and individual Cllr profiles to be finalised. Making links between Parish 
Council and community sites would be useful, and any other events that should be publicised. However  there did not 
seem any need to duplicate information already present on Village web- site.  Concern over planning with County 
Council not notifying the Parish Council of some planning applications recently.  It was agreed to ask NALC if a further 
Planning heading could be added.  ACTION: Clerk to contact NALC.

2017/88	Roads
Chollerford Bridge closure to take place 9/10/17 to 5/11/17, daily between 9am to 3pm.    

2017/89		Correspondence: County Council – joint meeting with town/parish councils – Tuesday 10th October; St Vincent de Paul Society – Debates on the state of the nation’s housing.

2017/90	Footpaths 
Footpath from Beacon to Butt Bank downright dangerous due to overgrown hedge, however nettles had been attended to and sprayed.  Regulations do state hedges cannot be cut until 1st September, however due to public safety concern, an exception from Defra can be acquired, and it would be beneficial in future if this hedge is actioned in August before the new school year begins.  The issue crops up every year, however harvesting needs completed before farmers can carry out hedging works -  East Fourstones path also problematic and if maintenance works not actioned by September 14th, County Council should be recontacted.  Cllr M Kendrew had spoken to farmer last year regarding this same problem: ACTION: Clerk to forward letter to farmer.    Cllr SJ Heminsley had contacted T Fish regarding public footpath surveys/schedules previously submitted, with outstanding points included, but had not received a response:  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to recontact T Fish.             

2017/91	The Railway Inn
No decision had yet been made regarding Planning Application.

2017/92	Planning 
Planning status of reopening of quarry planning application discussed, Environment Agency were not impressed with project and hydrology report had been requested.  ACTION: County Cllr R Gibson to enquire of status. 
2017/92/01	Planning Applications received
None received, however there was currently information on County Council web-site referring to Condition Six  for Battery Storage.
2017/92/02	Approval of Planning Application received: None received.
2017/92/03	Refusal of Planning Application received: 17/02003/RENE, Battery storage compound with capacity upto 45MW and ancillary equipment, land south east of electricity Sub-Station Fourstones and 17/02173/FUL: Volta Energy Storage, proposed installation of four battery units; 17/01459/LBC, Mrs A Kirkup, Low Warden House, Listed building consent; 17/01728/FUL: Mr S Armstrong, Normont Fourstones – construction of single storey garage
2017/92/05	Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy – withdrawal from Examination
Plan had been withdrawn from examination due to concerns that the levels of housing required may have been overstated in parts of the County.  Cllr SJ Heminsley had attended planning seminar and voiced concern over non receipt of planning applications by the Parish Council.

2017/93	Reports – Town Hall, Sportsfield Association; possible cricket club; Northumberland County Council 
Town Hall – annual barbecue 10/9/17 with tickets at £8.00, however the committee is still short of members; 
Sportsfield – cricket pavilion had been wrecked by youths.  Children who had been interested in resurrecting cricket pitch were to go to Tynedale and the money required to restore the pitch to an acceptable standard would of been too high; Northumberland County Council – County Councillor Gibson reported that no business plan had been implemented by Active Northumberland though the portfolio holder now putting together a plan; there had been no option other than to withdraw Core Strategy with issues around housing numbers; concerns over price paid for Manor Walks Shopping Centre in Cramlington, with central government to prevent local authorities purchasing such business’s; Arch still in the process of being audited;  Bid for 5million to improve C&U roads in the county, which are mainly business routes, including Netherton to Whittingham, Kielder and Stonehaugh to Wark, with matched funding from County Council required, and there may be surplus for improvements to other areas; Homer’s Lane improvement works is on a list of requests; large puddle reported at last meeting had disappeared.  There are outstanding areas of concern which will remain on Warden parish LTP requests.   Drains still requiring action with assistance required from Network Rail.  There appeared to be no solution for problems with general access at Blue Lagoon. 

2017/94	Financial Matters
2017/94/01	The following payments were authorised: C Miller – July, August Salary £260.39 & expenses £46.64; HMRC £65.20; Humshaugh Parish Council – fixing brackets and clips for speed warning signs - £27.00; Creative Play – play area - £1185.60 (authorised between meetings/funding granted) – work had been completed and grant can now be claimed ACTION:  Cllr CA Forster/Clerk to submit funding claim; B Gustard - £200 – gardening; DH Charlton - £200 – gardening.
2017/94/02	Review of bank signatories
It was agreed Cllrs SJ Heminsley and CA Forster would become bank signatories, with paperwork to be completed at the conclusion of the meeting. 
2017/94/03	Prepare for budget discussions based on half year accounts, policies, ideas, grant applications and a review of charges: Section 106 funding still available through County Council ACTION: Clerk to enquire timescale of when current funding would expire and  available funds.  Cllr SJ Heminsley wished to respond to parishioner's  article in Stanegate regarding seats, and to ask for parishioners thoughts on priority areas for action in the 2018/19 year and whether the level of precept needed to be raised, having been frozen for the past few years .  
2017/95	To discuss Local Transport Plan requests 2018-19; any other priorities for the next eighteen months and consultation with residents: It was agreed to request inclusion of 1. major resurfacing works at bottom of the Mossy road to paper milll.  2.  Action to alleviate the dangerous state of repair of the road in Homer’s Lane and 3. Action to reduce traffic speeds, C234 around Hardhaugh .   On a related issue, it was agreed to contact paper mill with concern about state of building where road narrows as there are trees growing out of top and concerns stones may fall.   ACTION: Clerk to write to owner of mill and NCC to confirm LTP requests.

2017/96	Flooding issues: 1) flood warnings; 2) future flood defence works
Environment Agency had carried out additional modelling, however direct answers difficult to come by - EA hands are tied to a certain degree due to shortage of funds . Recent progress had therefore been very slow.  As there is so much rubbish in the water at Warden, if extraction was carried out it would cause a larger flood further downstream.  The PC's future role in securing flood prevention improvements was discussed. It was agreed that the PC had been most effective when lobbying on specific issues (eg Cllrs Forster and Bowman's progress chasing on improvements to the maintenance of drains). The item would not in future be a standing item on the PC meeting agenda but concerns from parishioners or the Warden Flood Group would be considered on request from Councillors.   

2017/97	New play area – to discuss second phase of funding/proposals
Discussed earlier.
 -2017/98	Council Documents – to discuss current documents and possible additional documents that could be adopted: Current Council documents being Standing Orders; Risk Assessment; Asset Register; Code of Conduct; Internal Control; Grievance Policy and Vexatious Communications Policy.  To be discussed further at next meeting.    

2017/99	To discuss issues with Blue Lagoon, Fourstones
Discussed earlier.

2011/100	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting
Action points from meeting as follows:  

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Audit of seats within the parish, replacement seat at Beacon at agreed expenditure upto £300; refurbishment/painting estimates of all seats to be sought
	Cllr D Bowman

	Adding Planning heading to web-site
	Clerk to contact NALC.


	Footpath works further to surveys/schedules previously produced
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to recontact T Fish, NCC


	Overgrown hedges
	Clerk to contact farmer/County Council


	Quarry planning application status
	County Cllr R Gibson to attempt to find out


	Timescale/amount of County Council 106 funding available
	Clerk to contact NCC


	LTP requests 2018-2019
	Clerk to confirm with NCC


	Concerns with trees growing out top of building where road narrows near to Papermill
	Clerk to contact Papermill


	Wagons from building site in Newbrough travelling in excess of 30mph through Warden parish
	Clerk to contact Planning Enforcement and County Cllr R Gibson, NCC



AOB
Cllr Charlton said that complaints had been received regarding the excessive speed of contractors' wagons used to transport soil   away from the building site in Newbrough. The 30mph speed limit was being  exceeded.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Planning Enforcement, County Council and copied into to County Cllr R Gibson.

2017/101	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 6th November 2017 commencing 7pm in Newbrough Town Hall.

The meeting closed at 9pm.
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