
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 4th September 2017 at 7pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, (Chair) Gilfillan, Bailey, Smith and Pigg, County Cllr Quinn (in part), 3 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
The meeting opened with a resident raising his concerns about the current state of grass cutting in the village and commenting that some residents, including himself, have undertaken to cut parts of the grass which is the responsibility of County Council. He correctly stated that this could potentially raise an insurance issue. Cllr Pescod replied that grass cutting was a frequent item on the agenda (see below) and the Parish Council monitored it regularly. Both NCC and ISOS were responsible for the grass cuts and he admitted that on occasions, the standard was not good enough. County Cllr Quinn confirmed she had received complaints from other villages and was raising this with NCC. Cllr Pigg felt that the contractors did not have the most efficient mowers and this could be the main reason for the sometimes-poor standard. It was acknowledged however, that at times circumstances such as the weather, had to be taken into account. Cllr Pescod thanked the resident and assured him the issue would be followed up. Cllr Pigg also noted that residents at Overdene had been dumping grass cuttings on the road. Cllr Pescod asked the Clerk to contact them.
1697:  To consider co-option to Council: Since the last meeting, it had been agreed to co-opt John Pigg to Council. However, there was a slight delay before it could be officially confirmed until notification had been received that he was on the electoral register.
1698:  Apologies for Absence: There were no apologies for absence.
1699:  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 3rd July 2017 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

1700:  Matters Arising.  
i) Traffic issues: Cllr Pescod stated, for the benefit of Cllr Pigg, that traffic issues were always on the agenda. The Cllrs were especially concerned with speeding down into the village and this was currently being looked at by NCC although no update had been received. Cllr Pescod commented that parking in the village was also a concern and one resident noted that a vehicle was frequently parked on the narrow footpath down from Winships. As this was also near the bend, Cllr Pescod agreed to have a word with the resident concerned. Parking issues will also be mentioned on the next village newsletter.
ii) Grass cutting in the village: See above.
iii) Banking signatories: The Clerk confirmed that both Cllrs Bailey and Smith were now signatories on the bank account.
(A resident left the meeting at 7.20pm)
1701: County Councillors Report: County Cllr Quinn reported that numerous road repairs had been carried out recently in particular by Ovingham Middle & First Schools and the road up to the A69. Cllr Pescod noted that some areas were still marked for attention but acknowledged it was good to see progress. The western entrance to Springfield had also received attention. County Cllr Quinn had raised her concerns about the proposed closure of Riversdale Surgery, Wylam and the merging with the surgery in Prudhoe. Whilst the location of the surgery in Woodcroft Road was far from ideal, especially with regards to parking, she was aware that its closure would impact on many residents especially those reliant on public transport. She understood that Prudhoe would offer all existing services apart from the pharmacy – again another “benefit” enjoyed by residents in Ovington (and Ovingham). The Cllrs will be interested to see what happens. 
Cllr Bailey asked for an update with regards the re-routing of the footpath in the field by the Club. County Cllr Quinn was still awaiting a response from Tim Fish, NCC. Cllr Bailey also asked about the street lights which were being converted to LED by NCC. Cllrs Pigg and Smith stated this had already started but Cllr Bailey was concerned about the number of street lights by her house and wondered if they were all being converted. Again, County Cllr Quinn will follow up. Cllr Smith asked if the Local development plan was making progress. County Cllr Quinn replied that the review will be finished soon. Cllr Smith also queried whether Ovington Parish Council should draw up a plan for action in the event of flooding (similar to that of Ovingham – Severe Weather Action Plan) which had been highlighted at a recent meeting he had attended. Whilst Ovington did not have the same risk areas – i.e. from the River Tyne – it did suffer flooding on occasions due to run off from the fields. Cllr Pescod stated the village had problems with drains from time to time too and County Cllr Quinn will make enquiries at NCC in case the Parish Council want to take it further.

County Cllr Quinn, and 1 resident, left the meeting at 7.40pm.
1702: Planning Applications: 17/02032/Ful – Rose Cottage – partial demolition of existing rear single storey extension & construction of 2 storey rear extension & single storey rear extension. GRANTED

1703: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 4 September


£12.00
          P Pescod (photocopying newsletter)



£21.00

          Zurich Insurance (extra premium for mower)


£57.59
          East Tynedale Forum (donation)




£30.00

          Play Inspection Co (annual inspection)



£156.00

          F I Swindale (half yearly maintenance and additional grass cuts)
£400.00

Mr. Swindale had also undertaken grass cuts for areas by the Millennium Garden/10 Burnside which had not been carried out by NCC or ISOS and charged £50 to which the Cllrs agreed.  He also proposed that some overgrown shrubs be removed and replaced and was happy to follow this up. The Cllrs agreed and asked Cllr Gilfillan to liaise with Mr. Swindale.       

1704: Local Transport Plan 2018/2019: County Council had once again asked for proposals to be included in the plan. Previous submissions had been rejected by NCC although the Clerk had just received comments as to why (costs or not applicable). This had included a footpath on part of the route to Ovingham, just inside the field – from the Bywell turnoff to past Field House Farm as this was felt to be the most dangerous part of the route for pedestrians – but this had been turned down by NCC due to the cost. As always, the Cllrs were especially concerned about speeding and wondered if some measures could be introduced such as interactive speeding (especially those showing the motorists actual speed), rumble strips or other measures to slow down vehicles. Cllr Pescod asked for other proposals but Cllr Gilfillan suggested that, as previous proposals had been turned down, the Parish Council submit only the one – to reduce speeding with the suggestions already given. This was unanimously agreed and the Clerk was also asked to mention that in the event of interactive speeding units, the Parish Council may be able to make a contribution.
1705: To note conclusion of audit for 2016/2017: The Clerk advised this had been returned by BDO, the external auditors. Due to the small turnover, there was no fee to pay and this would be the last year an external auditor would be required unless the Parish Council was chosen for a spot check. An internal auditor will still be needed however.
The Clerk commented that BDO had raised 2 concerns - the asset register was incomplete but the Clerk remarked that BDO had never asked to see a copy and in fact, the Parish Council did hold a register which needed to be uploaded to the website. Secondly, BDO had also stated that the figures for the Clerks salary (which included PAYE, pensions and expenses) was misleading as it included expenses!  

1706: To consider purchasing a defibrillator: Cllr Smith had attended a recently arranged meeting with Ovingham Parish Council whereby Professor Norton (Cardiac Specialist) gave a talk about the benefits of communities having a defibrillator. Professor Norton had given examples of 2 defibrillators – one which could be used on both children and adults, and a second which had different pads for children or adults. Cllr Smith thought the first example (a Wel IPAD) would be the better choice. In addition to the defibrillator, a storage cabinet was required. The example shown at the meeting looked flimsy and Cllr Smith had looked at other options including that already in place at The Spetchells, Prudhoe. As well as electricity costs, a battery was required. Training could be given although instructions were automatically released once the code had been activated. Costs had been estimated at £1100 approximately plus running costs. The Cllrs agreed purchasing a defibrillator was a good idea but had concerns about who should be involved. Whilst in theory anyone could use it, the Cllrs felt it was better to ask for volunteers and proposed holding a meeting for the village specifically about the defibrillator. Cllr Gilfillan confirmed that the Community Group were keen. The Cllrs would also need to consider the best place to put the defibrillator. Cllr Smith had considered the outside wall of Winships but there was little available space and whilst the club would probably be amenable to having it, the Cllrs felt a more central position in the village was a better option. Cllr Pescod asked Cllr Gilfillan to speak to the resident who owned the workshop in the centre of the village to see if he had any objections and report back at the next meeting. The Parish Council would offer a sum in the region of £50 a year to cover electric costs.  The Cllrs agreed in principle to purchase a defibrillator.
(A resident returned at 8.20pm)
1707: To note findings of the Play Inspection Report: Cllr Gilfillan had just received a hard copy of the report from the Clerk but had highlighted areas which needed attention. Nothing had been raised as a medium risk – everything being low or very low but some maintenance was required. Martin Goodfellow had offered to attend to the swings as new chains were required. The Cllrs agreed to give him the go ahead and to invoice the Parish Council. Other maintenance would be carried out in due course. Cllr Pescod asked if the Community Group were any further forward with regards purchasing new play equipment. Cllr Gilfillan replied this had gone quiet mainly due to the cost involved. 
1708: Village Environment: Cllr Pescod apologised for missing the recently arranged village walk around. It was agreed that this would be carried out on 6th September at 8.30am. 
1709: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan reported that once again, the Community Group had held a very successful village fete – the Clerk was asked to write to the chairperson, Barbara Goodfellow, thanking her and all the committee members for their hard work in all that they do for the village. 

Cllr Smith had attended a recent meeting of the East Tynedale Parish & Town Council Forum; a presentation had been given about flooding and a map shown of the areas which would be affected in the event of Kielder Dam bursting or overflowing. 

A meeting of the Ovingham Joint Burial Committee was scheduled for 5th September.

1710: Correspondence: 
a)   Letter from Wylam parish Council regarding the planned closure of the surgery on Woodcroft Road: This had been circulated but County Cllr Quinn had raised this in her report above.
b)    Request to plant flowers on land by Ovingham/Bywell turnoff: The request was to plant daffodils in memory of a local resident. The Cllrs had no objections to this.
1711: Distribution. This was still being circulated. 
1712: Next Meeting.  Confirmed as 13th November at 7pm. (Cllr Bailey gave her apologies in advance)
1713: Any other business: There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm
04/09/2017

