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WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 
held at 7 pm on Monday 28

th
 April 2014 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 

 
Present:  Councillor Colin Burn in the Chair; and Councillors A Hindmarsh, A Murray, J Robertson,  
R Donkin, D Armstrong, R Reed, S Mills, B Patterson and M Aitchison 
 
In Attendance:  Linzi Reid (Clerk), Caryn Innes (Four Housing Group), Dawn Keightley (Four 
Housing Group), John Turnbull (Four Housing Group), Ian Stanners (Northumberland County Council), 
Andy Pullen (Northumbria Police), Stuart Brimble (Northumbria Police), Richard Waters and Ben 
O’Connell (Press) 
    
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None 
 

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 
None 
 

3. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE - NORTHUMBRIA POLICE 
There have been 3 crimes/attempted crimes since the last Parish Council meeting on 24/03/14.  A 
man has been arrested on suspicion of all three and is currently on bail.  The first was a burglary at 
the CO-OP on 5/4/14, the second an attempted burglary at Farm to Freeze on the same weekend 
and a third was an attempted burglary at the Haugh Head garage.      
 
There have been 4 incidents of anti-social behaviour in the same period: 

 29/3/14 – some customers at the Riverside Caravan Park were asked to leave the premises 
by police because of reported ‘rowdy’ behaviour 

 9/4/14 – a makeshift ‘den’ on Common Road was attended by police.  Some local youths 
were spoken to and a quantity of alcohol was seized  

 19/4/14 – 2 ‘boy racers’ were spoken to by police on Brewery Road, following reports of 
excessive noise and speed on the road 

 Bridge End – a report was made of golf balls being hit on to residents roof/guttering 
 
 

4. WAR MEMORIAL PROJECT 
Richard Waters spoke to the Council regarding his ongoing research of the 5 war memorials in the 
town and people who died in WW1 from Wooler.  Richard hopes to publish his findings in a book in 
approximately 12 months time.  Cllr Burn asked Richard to keep the Parish Council updated on his 
findings and to get in touch if the Council could be of any assistance. 

 
5. HORDONSIDE DEVELOPMENT 

Three representatives of the Four Housing Group and one from Northumberland County Council, 
spoke to the Parish Council about the proposed plans for the Hordonside site.  The finalised plans 
are due to be submitted for planning permission next week and comprise of 6 two-bed bungalows 
and 8 two-bed houses, with 6 parking spaces.  The design of the housing is as ‘lifetime homes’, 
meaning that they have been fitted with wide doors and corridors, have structures in place for hoists 
and lifts, and a ground floor WC which could be converted to a wet room in the event that mobility 
becomes a problem for the resident.   
Once ready, the dwellings will be available through Homefinder.  Priority will be given to people with 
mobility problems, however if no-one within this demographic applies at the time, they can be given 
to families or other groups as appropriate.  No preference will be given to ex-Hordonside residents, 
but they are free to apply in the standard way through Homefinder.  Four Housing said they will send 
a letter to all ex-Hordonside residents to explain this in due course.      
During the building phase, the site will be fenced off away from nearby existing homes to minimise 
disruption, and ensure health and safety standards are met.  No compensation will be given to 
nearby residents during the building phase. 

 
6. PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Minutes agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr R Reed and seconded by Cllr A Hindmarsh. 
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7. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

The Fountain: Cllr Mills to obtain a map/plan of the Market Street island and forward to the clerk, so 
that the Land Registry search can be progressed.  It is believed that ‘Spence & Dower’ produced 
such a plan for the Market Town Initiative, some years ago. 
First Responder: Mark Mather has volunteered to come along to a future parish meeting to talk 
about is role. 
Party in the Park: Flyers have been send out to the community groups suggested, but no response 
has been received so far. 
War Memorial tidy-up: Cllr Patterson has written a detailed report of the works which need doing.  
Cllr Patterson to give this to the clerk ASAP so that the funding application can be progressed 
WW1 Anniversary: Cllr Burn has spoken with Bob Burston about his plans for the anniversary.  A 
service will take place on 3

rd
 August at 11am at St Mary’s Church, with the joint religious 

organisations in Glendale.  Clerk to send invites to the surrounding parishes and to put a notice in 
the Cheviot Herald publication.  Cllr Hindmarsh to forward details of the Cheviot Herald to the clerk.   
 

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Shelia the Sheepdog: A request from a member of the community to erect a statue or plaque on 
the High Street regarding the rescue of 4 RAF men in the Cheviots during WW2, was discussed.  
Members felt that because this occurred in the College Valley, it might be more appropriate for 
Kirknewton.  Also there are existing plaques/statues celebrating this in 4 locations – Wooler 
Common, the Cheviot Centre, the Pinwell and College Valley.  Cllr Burn to get back in touch with the 
person making the request in response. 
NCC Home to School Transport Consultations: A reading pack will be circulated to all Cllrs 
regarding these consultations.   
New Parking Rules: A response from NCC has now been received.  On 2

nd
 June, the bus station 

car park will have a 2 hour limit put in place, with signage to support this.  The High Street will 
remain at 45 minutes.  Parking discs will not be required, civil enforcement officers will monitor 
parking limits.  Cllr Burn to contact Lynne Ryan at NCC to clarify the situation regarding the new 
notice which has been erected in the Ramsay Lane car park. 
 

9. CLERK’S REPORT 
End of Year Finance Update & Audit: End of financial year 13/14 report circulated to all members.  
Clerk to action 2 changes to the spreadsheet before audit: amend xmas lights restricted fund to take 
account of actual spend and make it clear that there was a £10,000 Sure Stay grant given towards 
the cost of the Bryson’s Park play equipment.   
CAN donation and conference: A £50 donation to CAN was agreed.  This is an annual donation, 
which helps towards general running costs in the organisation.  Details of the CAN Spring 
Conference were given to council members: Friday 9

th
 May from 1.30pm in Stannington Village Hall.  

Any Cllr wishing to attend should let the clerk know. 
Town Emblem: Ruth Bull from Glendale Middle School is keen for the students to take part in a 
design competition, but asked if it could be moved to the autumn term to avoid clashing with 
examinations.  The Council agreed with this, clerk to relay this to Miss Bull. 
 

 
10. OUTSIDE BODIES 

Glendale Gateway Trust Housing Group: the new properties were discussed – West Mansfield 
house is currently being modernised with new utilities, work on the Wheatsheaf has now begun.  The 
CO-OP still have a remaining 12 years left on their lease in the current building, GGT are in talks to 
see how this can be resolved.  The Homefinder C4A event is still being progressed and scheduled to 
take place on 19

th
 June. 

Glendale Gateway Trust Board meeting: currently £121,000 in bonds has been invested in.  GGT 
hope to get this up to £150,000 and are considering issuing bonds of £500 (rather than the current 
£1000) to attract more people.  The lease for the Drop-In has now been signed.   The Stayin’ Alive 
project now has a training budget, so that a person can train members for 1 day per week. 
Northumberland Uplands Group: Cllr Murray circulated some posters for display.  The group has 
some EU funding and are holding a series of events to find out the community priorities.  The Wooler 
event will take place on Wednesday 28

th
 May in the Cheviot Centre. 

 
11. STANDING ORDERS – ANNUAL REVIEW 

The Standing Orders were checked and no amendments made for the forthcoming year. 
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12. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

 How can the PC better support initiatives for young people in Glendale 

 Public seating – schedule of repairs 

 War Memorial – update on funding application 

 Bryson’s Park – overhanging tree in garden 
 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 19 May 2014 at 7pm. 
 

14. FINANCE 
 

Payments authorised: 
 

GGT – room hire £28.80 

NCC – clerk’s wages £325.67 

Kevan Curry – turn on water and re-connect pipes in toilet block, 
Scott’s Park 

£30.00 

Tracy Hare - gardener £140.00 

Susan Tate - cleaner £125.50 

Community Action Northumberland – donation  £50.00 
 

 
 
Signed:        
 
 
Date:       


