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WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Council, 
held at 7 pm on Monday 23 June 2014 at the Cheviot Centre, Wooler 

 
Present: Councillor Colin Burn in the Chair; and Councillors R Donkin, A Murray, J Robertson, 
D Armstrong, R Reed, S Mills, B Patterson and M Aitchison 
 
In Attendance: Duncan Wise (Nothumberland National Park), Mark Watson (Royal Voluntary Service), 
PC Andy Clark (Northumbria Police) and Ben O’Connell (Northumberland Gazette) 
 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr A Hindmarsh, Cllr R Reed, Cllr D Armstrong and Linzi Reid (Clerk) 
 
OPEN SESSION 
As a result of the recent withdrawal of post-16 transport funding by NCC, a student and her parent 
attended the meeting to emphasize the financial difficulties many families in rural areas would now 
encounter.  Cllr Burn extended the normal time limited to speakers to allow discussion and questions, as 
the argument against the cuts has the full support of all PC members and County Councillor Anthony 
Murray.  A letter from the PC has previously been sent to NCC to oppose the decision.     
 

 
1. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

None 
 

2. LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE - NORTHUMBRIA POLICE 
Crime: There have been 5 crimes reported since the last Parish Council meeting on 19/05/14.  
These included 2 assaults, a theft and a criminal damage that had been detected.  The fifth, which is 
the subject of an ongoing enquiry, involved the theft of a car, trailer and quad bike from a farm. 
Anti-social behaviour: A den in the woods used by local youths for the consumption of alcohol has 
been dismantled by the Forestry Commission.   
Cllr Patterson also reported concerns of residents in Brewery Road of 3 vehicles drag racing at 4am 
recently.  PC Clark said the police have been dealing with several local youths in respect of anti-
social behaviour in the use of vehicles.   
The issue of the excessive speed of vehicles along South Road, Wooler was again discussed.   The 
PC are currently looking into the cost of installing flashing speed signs.  Cllr Donkin requested 
information from PC Clark as to whether the new signs in Milfield were making a difference in 
speeding through that area.  Although official information is not available yet, PC Clark reported that 
evidence suggests that cars do slow down when seeing the signs. 
 
 

3. DARK SKY TOWN STATUS 
Duncan Wise (NNP) provided a detailed overview of the procedure required to obtain Dark Sky 
Town status for Wooler.  He did emphasize that due to recent changes in criteria and more stringent 
requirements now in place, it would be a laborious process and Wooler may struggle to gain 
recognition.   
Duncan was aware that Cllr Burn had been in regular contact with council members in Moffat 
(Dumfries and Galloway), who are hoping to become the first Dark Sky Town in Scotland.  However 
it has been two years since the inception of that process and with much expense incurred, the 
application has still not been finalised.   
Duncan suggested the way forward was to hold public awareness events and maybe look at finding 
a site which could host education and night-sky observation events.  He would assist, where 
appropriate, in providing support. 

 
 

4. PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Minutes agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr R Donkin and seconded by Cllr J Robertson. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

Bryson’s Park goalposts: Cllr Donkin reported that the nets were now in place 
Bryson’s Park litter bin: After some concerns regarding the initial siting and condition of the bin, 
these matters have now been resolved.  Cllr Murray reported that NCC will empty the bin. 
Neighbourhood Plan: Further invitations have been sent out to local Parish Councils (now 12 in 
total) regarding the proposed meeting on 7

th
 July.  Cllr J Robertson suggested that each Parish 
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Council should not be limited in the numbers of Cllrs attending and should be allowed to invite as 
many members as they wish. 
War Memorial: Cllr Murray and Cllr Burn attended the site with Tracy Hare (gardener) and she will 
carry out removal of vegetation and paint, where appropriate, the surrounding benches and railings. 
Clerk’s Annual leave: Amended to 23

rd
 June-6

th
 July inclusive. 

 
 

6. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Letter to Businesses on Wooler High Street regarding disposal of litter: Cllr Burn expressed 
concern at the content of a letter received by the Clerk in response to the Parish Council circular 
regarding improper disposal of commercial waste.  He subsequently visited the sender of the letter 
and discussed the content of the letter at length.  He advised that all such correspondence should be 
sent direct to the Chairman in future, if necessary.   
Hanging Baskets, High Street: Cllr Burn expressed his thanks and appreciation to Cllr Aitchison for 
discussing and arranging the flower hanging baskets with businesses on the High Street. 
Bridge End/Brewery Road repairs: As a result of a letter from Cllr Aitchison and discussions with 
NCC Highways Department regarding the state of disrepair at the Bridge End/Brewery Road 
location, a further letter has been received from NCC indicating that the area has not been legally 
adopted as a highway and as such further enquiries would be made as to the who should be 
responsible for carrying out the required repairs. 

 
 

7. OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllrs Burn, Murray and Hindmarsh attended a meeting with members of GGT to discuss the way 
forward in respect of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan application. 
Cllr Burn attended the LMAPS meeting. As always, this was an interesting and informative meeting 
but there were no direct concerns for Wooler. 

 
 

8. WAR MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Cllr Burn held a further meeting with Rev Burston and confirmed the Service of Commemoration 
would be held at 11am on Sunday 3

rd
 August 2014 in St Mary’s Church, Wooler.  He intends to 

contact the Royal British Legion locally to request their attendance, if feasible, at the Service.  He 
suggested that any donations taken during the Service should be divided equally between the Army 
Benevolent Fund and SSAFA.  

 
 

9. MARKET PLACE ISLAND – LAND REGISTRY 
Cllr Burn advised the meeting that the site was unregistered.  The approximate cost to register the 
site, with responsibility passing to the PC, would be £20-40.  It was suggested that a solicitor should 
be involved, with additional costs, to carry out the registration legally.  All members present, agreed 
the site should be registered on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
 

10. SPEED SIGNS 
Further enquiries and costings are being made regarding speed signs for South Road.  One quote 
received was for approximately £2,200.  Cllr Murray stated that he had been involved in the erection 
of the signs at Milfield and believed the cost for two signs was approximately £3,000. 

 
 

11. PUBLIC SEATING 
Mark Watson (Royal Voluntary Service) provided an insight into the Men in the Workshop scheme 
now introduced in Wooler after obtaining funding from the People’s Millions vote on ITV Tyne Tees.  
The scheme now has premises at the Haugh Head and is able to carry out tasks to assist community 
projects.  Parish Councillors were keen to be involved in the scheme, and discussed with Mark, the 
possibility of work being carried out to repair numerous public benches in Wooler.  He explained the 
tools to the scheme available were limited, however if the wood and fixings were obtained with the 
correct lengths etc, he would examine the possibility of carrying out these tasks.  Further enquiries 
are to be made into obtaining the required materials and the costs involved in this. 
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12. PLANNING 
14/01803/FUL – Installation of Refrigeration plant, Wheatsheaft Hotel – Only concern is the 
possibility of excessive noise from the unit which may have an adverse effect on residents in the new 
premises above the retail shop. 

 
13. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

 Public seating repairs (rolling agenda item) 

 Dark Sky Discovery Site 

 Top three Highways/transport issues for NCC Local Transport Programme 

 Traffic warden activity on the High Street 

 Recycling facilities, Wooler Bus station 
 

 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 28 July 2014 at 7pm. 
 

15. FINANCE 
 

Payments authorised: 
 

GGT – room hire £19.20 

NCC – clerk’s wages £325.67 

Rosanna Reed – travel expenses to attend CAN conference.  73 
miles @ 40pence per mile 

£29.20 

Tracy Hare – gardening services £310.00 
 

 
 
Signed:        
 
 
Date:       


