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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 5th October 2017 
 
Present:  Cllrs J.G. Watson (in the Chair), S. Black, R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, 
and M. Shepherd 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
David English, Planning Manager (Neighbourhood Planning and Infrastructure), NCC    

1 Member of the public was present. 
       

 
86. Apologies for absence: Cllrs Gibson, Lilley and Wilson. 
 
87. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 
None were declared. 

 

88. Neighbourhood Planning 
 
88.1 Presentation – David English, NCC 
 
David provided a detailed presentation which covered the following issues:- 
 

 The background to the current position 
 The purpose - what neighbourhood planning was and wasn’t about 
 The plan preparation process –  

o Defining the neighbourhood area 
o Preparing and publicising the Plan 
o Submitting the Plan to NCC 
o Independent examination 
o Referendum 

 The national picture and potential costs/available funding from Government 

 Northumberland Neighbourhood Plans so far 
 The County Council’s role 
 Resources and commitment required and available support/resources 
 Getting started 

 
In response to questions from members, David commented as follows:- 
 

 Grants were available from the Government. Most of the cost would be for a planning 
consultant – it was basically essential to have one.  

 Joint Plans between councils were more difficult to achieve, though he did advocate working 
together as it was more efficient.  Issues which were individual to the parish councils involved 
could be separated out within one Plan. 

 It was important to clearly identify what the parish council wanted to achieve and to stay 
focussed on that objective.  

 The County Council would provide an identified link person to support parish councils. 
 Neighbourhood Plans had been proven to work. 

 
Members thanked David for a very informative presentation. 
 
88.2 Consultation from Amble Town Council on Neighbourhood Plan for the Area 
 
Members considered the benefits of a neighbourhood plan for the area in light of the information 
presented. It was noted that a statutory plan would not be in place for some time following the 
withdrawal of the Core Strategy and this would provide the opportunity to define some limits and a 
settlement boundary.  
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Members generally felt that a Plan would be of benefit to the village and would not just be about 
planning, but also about other relevant issues such as the environment and local infrastructure. It was 
also felt that local people would be supportive to the proposal. 
 
It was noted that the main support for the process would need to be provided by a planning consultant, 
with parish councillors and local people acting as a steering group to monitor progress and as a control 
mechanism.   
 
With regard to the consultation from Amble Town Council about a potential joint neighbourhood plan, 
members agreed that that Councillor Black and Councillor Dr Hobrough hold informal discussions with 
the Town Council to discuss the issue. 
 

Agreed Action 
(1) Members support the idea of a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Warkworth. 
(2) Informal discussions be held with Amble 
Town Council about the potential for a joint 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
 
Clerk  

  
 
89. Public Questions   
 
None received. 
  
90. Minutes of the Meeting held 7th September 2017  
 
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair.  
 
91. Matters Arising 
 
91.1: Concerns regarding use of the dunes  
The Chair reported that he had spoken to the caravan park manager and to Graeme Mitcheson to try 
and sort this issue. Councillor Galilee advised that the bottom gate was now locked as was the access 
to the site, though the post was still missing at the top gate meaning it couldn’t be locked. The Harbour 
Commissioner had advised that the police and coastguard should also have keys.  
 
91.2: Play area report 
Playdale were to attend on 9 October to replace the handrail. It was noted that there may not be a need 
for a street light at the play area as lighting would be installed at the new housing development and 
would illuminate the area around the play park. 
There was some discussion about the need for a general tidy up of that area and when the handover to 
NCC would be.  
 
91.3: St. Lawrence’s Churchyard walls – update 
Councillor Galilee had circulated an email detailing the outcome of the Church Walls Working Group 
which had met to complete the risk assessment template. The risks had been felt to be of low likelihood 
of occurrence and consequences not too severe. A list of actions had been developed.  
 
91.4: Warkworth Village Leaflet 
This had been expanded to include more information about NCC services and was ready for printing. 
Councillor Black suggested that 1000 copies be printed by Azure Printing and councillors deliver them 
within their own areas, with assistance being provided for the outlying areas. It was agreed that an 
estimate would be sought and emailed to parish councillors for agreement before proceeding with the 
job. 
 

Agreed Action 
Estimate be sought from Azure printing  Councillor Black 
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91.5: Website update 
The new website now included members names and addresses, and the generic email address and 
contact number for the Parish Council.  Consideration was given to whether a separate contact phone 
number was needed for use by the clerk for Parish Council purposes, but this was not felt to be 
necessary.  
 
It was agreed that a hard copy contact list of Councillors names, addresses and contact numbers be 
provided for the elderly in the village who did not use IT.  
 
It was agreed that it was no longer necessary to continue updating the old Parish Council site, but a link 
be provided from there to the new NALC site.  
 

Agreed Action 
Hard copy list of contact details  
Link from old website to new 

Clerk 
Clerk 

 
91.6: Table of rents 
This had been clarified with the Clerk and would be pursued. Members asked that the rent and 
maintenance cost for the football field be established as this was not well used. 
 

Agreed Action 
Table of rents to Northumberland Estates be 
compiled  
Rent and maintenance costs for football field 
be sought 

Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 
91.7: New Homes Bonus update  
This had been provided.  
 
91.8: Dropped kerbs 
A formal request from the Parish Council had been made.  
 
91.9: Tree Cutting 
The Clerk reported a response from NCC regarding the tree cutting on the north side of the Beach 
Road. Cutting had been done with a flail because of the need for removal of substantial growth. 
 
91.10: Highways area manager invite  
The invite had been sent but the area manager had been on annual leave. It was agreed to pursue this, 
or consideration be given to members visiting him.  
 

Agreed Action 
Pursue invite Clerk 

 
91.11: Litter Bins Rotary Way 
The aperture flaps had been ordered. 
 
91.12: Letter template 
This had been shared with NCC’s Countryside Team who were happy with the content.  
 
It was noted that Bankside Erosion should be a standing item of Matters Arising on the agenda. 
Councillor Galilee referred members to the consultation letter from Northumbrian Water on the 
proposed sewer works which had recently arrived.  
 
92. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Black read an email from the Northumbria Police Camera Unit regarding speeding at Beal Bank 
which advised that a design brief had been submitted to the design team requesting urgent site 
compliance checks. Speed camera warning signs would be erected to highlight the extent of the speed 
concern site, hopefully encouraging motorists to drive at appropriate speeds at all times. The highways 
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officer had also asked for the feasibility of a reduced speed limit to be investigated following a 
suggestion that a 40mph limit may be appropriate between Amble and Warkworth. 
 
It was felt that officers at NCC should be working together to co-ordinate the speed limits outside and 
through the village and to link in with the highways works within the village being investigated by Dan 
Fraser. The Chair would follow this up as members were keen to ensure the camera signs were 
erected. 
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with officers at NCC Chair 

 
The Chair referred to the planning permission for 500 homes in Amble recently granted and advised 
that he was hopeful that the link road to Acklington Road would be provided as hoped. The Chair of 
Cheviot Homes had given this undertaking though not in writing as yet. This did mean that the back 
road would experience greater use and that would have infrastructure implications in itself.  
 
 
93. Councillor Area Reports 
Councillor Watson - advised that the problem pipe was a temporary issue only and would soon be 
removed. 
 
Councillor Galilee – raised grass cutting in the cemetery at the top of cemetery bank and queried who 
was responsible for it. It was understood that it was not the parish council’s responsibility but it was 
agreed that this be properly established alongside a list of all grassed areas the parish council took 
responsibility for.  
He also raised the fencing at the disabled parking bay near the river which looked like it had been 
damaged.  
 

Agreed Action 
Grass cutting areas of responsibility to be 
established. 
Barry Knox be asked to investigate 
damaged fencing to identify areas which 
need attention.  

Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 
Councillor Dr Hobrough – referred to a car parked up and advertised for sale at the top of Beal Bank. 
He also shared with members details of a rubbish collection facility for the beach and asked that it be 
raised with the AONB as a potential facility for Warkworth Beach. 
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with AONB Clerk 

 
Councillor Lilley – the following issues were raised by the Clerk in Councillor Lilley’s absence:- 

 He had made a start on clearing the soil from the path leading from the castle down to the 
river.  

 The matter of the pipe remained and the tree cutting. A branch had been cut off, and left near 
the river but it was still unclear who had done this and why. 

 The three new trees on the Stanners were already suffering what looked like collision damage. 
He suggested that some more robust supports be commissioned. 

 It would also be useful if the ROW signpost at the hermitage ferry had a reference to a route to 
the castle up the hill added.  

  
Agreed Action 
Raise with Countryside Team at NCC Clerk 

 
94. Correspondence Received: 
94.1 Joint Meeting with Northumberland County Council North Local Area Council – 19 October 2017 
94.2 4th Annual Town and Parish Council Conference – 5 October 2017 
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94.3 NCC additional grass cutting service 
94.4 Northumberland Coast AONB/Parish Council Chairs meeting. The Chair advised that a 
representative had still not yet been selected. This would be made from three applicants the following 
week.  
94.5 2016 Guidance for Placing and Enforcing Unauthorised Obstructions in the Highway from NCC 
94.6 Street Lighting Modernisation Project Update.  
 
95. Agenda Items: 
95.1: Mobile Homes on The Stanners  
Members felt that this was becoming an increasing problem and that better signage was needed to 
deter people. It was agreed that the Chair and Councillor Galilee would consider options for better 
signage and report back. 
 

Agreed Action 
Signage options to be considered Chair/Cllr Galilee 

 
95.2: To agree date for meeting of Finance Sub Committee in order to set the precept.  
Councillor Dr Hobrough to email finance members and clerk with potential dates. Councillor Shepherd 
queried whether this meeting needed to be a public meeting. The clerk agreed to follow this up. 
 

Agreed Action 
Status of Finance Committee meeting Clerk 

 
95.3: Christmas Lights 
 

Agreed Action 
Contact Amble TC regarding purchase of 
Christmas Tree 

Clerk 

 
96.  Planning 

 
Planning applications to consider: 
 
17/03303/LBC Listed Building Consent – repair/refurbishment of existing windows; installation of 
railings/Castlegate House, 1 Castle Street, Warkworth No objections 
17/0335/FUL Construction of single storey rear extension/ Albion House, 21 Morwick Road, Warkworth 
No objections  
17/03087/FUL Removal of existing timber windows and doors and replacement with UPVC. 
Retrospective permission for replacement of existing bay windows in UPVC and front door in UPVC/ 24 
Greens Park, Warkworth No objections 
17/03564/FUL Proposed repair to existing windows (in accordance with agreement with the listed 
buildings application). Replacement/reinstatement of steel railings to the front and side return (all in 
accordance with the drawings attached)/ Castlegate House, 1 Castle Street, Warkworth No objections  
 
97.  Finance: 
 

a. Current Balance: £4,288.82 Treasurers Account, £87,542.00 Instant Access Account as at 
1 September 2017 
 
b. Payments for Approval: 

414 Water Aid Contribution for filing 
cabinet provided by M. 
Shepherd 

£20.00 

415 Northumberland Estates Annual rent for 
amenity land, west of 
cricket ground, 
Warkworth 

£50.00 

416 Northumberland Estates Rent for land at The 
Butts, Warkworth 

£25.00 
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417 Northumberland Estates Rent for land at the 
Market Cross, 
Warkworth 

£10.00 

418 Patrick Parsons Inspection, survey and 
production of drawings 
re St Lawrence’s 
churchyard 

£1,782.00 

419 NCC Grass cutting at 
Warkworth Playing 
Fields April to Sept 
2017 

£1,254.00 

420 BDO Annual audit fee and 
additional 
correspondence  

£396.00 

421 Clerk Salary Sept 2017 £242.05 
422 HMRC PAYE £48.60 

 
c. Receipts: 

3661239 
ref 

NCC S106 Housing 
Developer Fund 

£5,415.00 

3667282 
ref 

NCC Precept Sept 2017 £34,850.00 

09.08.17 TSB Interest £3.82 
07.09.17 H. Wilson Christmas lights 

collection box 
£38.50 

 
d. Updates 
The Clerk reported that the Audit of the Parish Council’s Accounts for the year ended 31 March 
2017 had now been completed by the external auditor and the Conclusion of Audit Notice 
issued.  
 

Agreed Action 
That the 2016-17 accounts be adopted. Clerk 

 
 
98.  Information Items 
The following information items were noted:  
 
13.1: NALC Enews 12 September 2017 
13.2: NALC AGM 7 October 2017  
13.3: NALC Enews 19 September 2017 
13.4: CAN ENews September 2017 
13.5: NALC Enews 26 September 2017 

 
 

99.  Items for next meeting 
No specific items were raised at the meeting. 

 
100.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 2 November 2017 at 6.30 pm.  
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 

 


