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Longhorsley Parish Council Annual Meeting – 11.05.16  – The Church Room – 7.00pm 
 
Present  Cllrs:  I Elliott (Chairman) 
   K Foreman 
   T Lowrie  (Arrived at 7.25 pm) 
   V Pagan  (Arrived at 7.03 pm) 

D Pringle 
 
Clerk  G Turner 
 
 
County Councillor G Sanderson (left at 7.15 pm) 
 
 Members of the Public: K Woods, Gary Kennedy and 6 parishioners  

 
 
1. Election of Chairman for 2016/17 

 
Cllr Elliott asked for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council.  Cllr 
Foreman proposed Cllr Elliott and this was seconded by Cllr Pringle.  With no other 
nominations being received, Cllr Elliott was duly elected to the position of Chairman. 

 
2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 

Cllr Elliott completed and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office form, which was made 
before the Clerk, Gillian Turner. 
 

3. Election of Vice-Chairman 
 
Cllr Lowrie was proposed and seconded to the position of Vice-Chair and duly accepted the 
position. (This item was taken out of sequence due to the arrival of Cllr Lowrie at 7.25 pm). 

 
4. Review of Register of Interest Forms 
 

The Clerk reminded all Councillors to review their Register of Interest forms, and where 
necessary, complete new forms and forward to Northumberland County Council. 

 
5. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs P Ford and M Holland  
 
6. Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2016 (which had been previously circulated) were 

approved, and signed.  
 

7. Declaration of Interests for items on the Agenda – None declared. 
 
 

8. Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be: Annual 
Parish Meeting on 18th May 2016, Parish Council meetings 8th June and 20th July 2016. 

 
 
9. County Matters – County Councillor Sanderson had provided an update on the following 

issues: 
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i. The move of County Hall to Ashington had been agreed by a majority vote.  Contracts 
were currently being procured.  There is some doubt as to whether KEVi would want to 
move to the old County Hall site in Morpeth. 

ii. His motion of recording Council and Planning meetings will be introduced once County 
Hall has relocated to new premises. 

iii. He received the following feedback in relation to his question raised at the Area 
Committee regarding the highways work carried out at Tritlington:  

 He was informed that approximately 20 bus passengers alight or embark at the 
two bus stops. 

 There had been no reported accidents caused by buses stopping at these two 
locations. 

 The total cost of the scheme to the taxpayer was in the region of £500,000. 
iv. A review of the Planning System had taken place and officer delegation will continue.  

The Planning Committees have been reduced from 3 to 2 and will not be area based. 
v. The East Road £150,000 job to sort out the terrible surface and edging on the road is 

running late. 
vi. The majority of potholes along the Muckley road have been patched and repaired. 
vii. There is slow progress being made regarding the introduction of broadband to rural 

areas. 
 

Cllr Pringle raised the question of the abundance of articulated lorries using the A697 and 
turning onto the East Road.  He was informed that this was due to the dumping of compost at 
East Linden. 
 
Councillor Sanderson left the meeting at this time – 7.15 pm. 
 

 
10. Report from PC Andrea Teasdale 
 

PC Teasdale was not in attendance but provided a written report on the following issues: 
 

 Messages had been sent out via the Longhorsley Tree informing residents to be 
vigilant when approached by door to door salesmen. 

 The building site at Reivers Gate had been broken into over the weekend of 6th May.  
Various tools had been stolen from the works cabin.  Residents were asked to keep a 
look out for any suspicious persons or vehicles and contact the police. 

 
 
11. Finance 
 
11.1 Internal Audit 2015/16 
 
 Gary Kennedy, the Internal Auditor, gave a verbal report on the annual audit of accounts.  He 

had inspected the accounts and completed the 10 areas required as to the internal control 
objectives, including a review of the accounting records, VAT, the management of risks, 
Precept and Budget monitoring, Income collection, Petty Cash, Salaries and Allowances, 
Asset Register and Bank Reconciliations. 

 
 He concluded by signing the Annual Internal Audit Report (page 5) of the Annual Return, 

stating that the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a 
standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council. 
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Cllr Lowrie arrived at this point of the meeting. 
 
11.2 Final Accounts 2015/16 Annual Return 
 
 Members were given a copy of the Annual Return for consideration. 
 

i. Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement – Members approved the statement and 
the Chairman and Clerk duly signed-off the document. 

ii. Section 2 – Accounting Statements – Members approved the accounts and the 
Chairman and Clerk/RFO duly signed-off the document. 

 
 
11.3 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of 

Payments list for May 2016, totalling £2,087.97. 
 
 

22.04.16 British Gas – Glen View Point        £58.77 

12.04.16 JP Garden Services – Archies Pond and Adamson Park Maint      £230.00 

29.04.16 Northumberland County Council – Payroll Services      £831.60 

11.05.16 PCC – Hire of Church Hall        £10.00 

15.04.16 W Smith & Son – Mulching Heather and Birch on Moor      £614.40 

30.04.16 G Turner – Travel and Computer Expenses April        £40.20 

11.05.16 Grant – Longhorsley Village Day      £250.00 

11.05.16 K Woods – Plants for Village Planters        £53.00 

 
 
Petty Cash Balance as at 11.05.16                                £23.92 
 
 
11.4  Electronic Payments Update: 

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had now received the access card and pin number to 
access the system but was still awaiting the system key reader. 

 
11.5 Supermarket Funding  
 

The Clerk issued a report containing an update as to funding.  She had contacted Ground 
Work North East and spoke to the officer with responsibility for this funding stream.  The officer 
believed that the 2 projects put forward were suitable/eligible for this funding.  A brief was 
needed for each project giving evidence of local need, how the project will make a difference 
to the village, how many people / volunteers can get involved and details of special days when 
Tesco staff could get involved. 
 
The officer stressed that by putting forward one scheme now for round 2, will not prohibit putting 
forward another scheme for round 3.  She would also be happy to come out and view the 
projects and look over the brief. 
 

11.6 Transparency Funding – The Clerk reported that the Government had secured funding for 
this financial year.  Our application which was submitted and approved by NALC would have 
to be put forward again as new forms now need to be completed. 

 
11.7 Small Grant Application Form – Members considered the draft Small Grant Application form 

as prepared by the Clerk and unanimously agreed the document.   
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11.8 Annual Insurance Renewal 
 
Members considered a report prepared by the Clerk comparing the quotations and cover 
included by 2 companies.  Members unanimously agreed to remain with Came and Company 
from 1st June 2016 as their quotation contained cover which was not included within that of 
Zurich. 

 
11.9 Review of Standing Orders 

 
  Members reviewed and endorsed the Standing Orders as dated 11th May 2016. 

 
 
11.10   Review of Financial Regulations 
 
 Members reviewed and endorsed the Financial Regulations as dated 11th May 2016. 
 
 
12 Routine Items for Review 

 
12.1a)  Review of Planning Applications – 16/00969/FUL Land Adjacent to High Southward Edge 

– members had no objections to this application to the change of use. 
  

 b)  Planning Decisions – None 
  

12.2 Moor Management Scheme 
 
 Cllr Pringle informed the meeting that due to the wet weather conditions in early April the 

burning of heather will be deferred until next Spring.  The Moor Trail signage is almost 
complete.  There are still ongoing problems with regard to birch saplings on the Moor. 

 
 Cllr Pringle has completed the annual Moor Enhanced Stewardship Claim which is due by 

16th May 2016. 
 
 It was suggested that the entrance sign, north of the Moor, by the Baronial entrance, be taken 

down as it could be confusing to users of the Trail. 
 

12.3 Play Areas 
 

 The Clerk informed members that the annual ROSPA inspection will take place in June. 
 

12.4 Allotments 
 

 Kevin Woods mentioned that the fence surrounding the allotments would need replacing in 
the near future, but he would monitor the situation and let Council know when it should be 
replaced.  Members congratulated Kevin on how good the allotment area is looking. 

 
12.5 Plants and Flowers 

 
Kevin informed members that he had planted-up all of the containers around the Village.  
However, a couple were broken and beyond repair.  It was proposed that the Clerk investigate 
the purchase of suitable recycled plastic containers and liaise with Kevin as to the size 
required.  It was also agreed to increase the budget for flowers to £140 per annum as 
everyone agreed that the planters were an asset for the Village. 
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12.6 Village Maintenance Issues  
 

 The Chairman informed the meeting about the sale of 4 Normandy Terrace and reminded the 
Clerk to write to the owner to ensure that the area of Village Green in front of the property 
should be “made good” prior to sale and that the new owner be advised of the current legal 
status of the Village Green. 

 
 The Clerk informed members that she had raised a planning enforcement issue with NCC 

about the problem of mud next to the Cussins Development and now had received an official 
case number. 

 
 The Chairman had received a quote from Town & Country Tree Surgeons for works in the 

Village: 

 A tree in Adamson Park needs either cutting back or removed as a local resident 
adjoining the park has difficulty accessing parts of her garden due to the overhanging 
branches.  It was agreed that the Chairman and other members take a look at the tree 
and area in question. 

 The Ash Trees on Church View footpath – the quote for works was accepted at £120 

 It was also agreed to ask T&CTS why they suggested that the tree at Whitegates which 
has canker, should not be removed. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8.12 pm to allow parishioners to speak.  
 

Q1. A flyer which had been delivered to properties in the village, regarding the land swap 
and financial considerations which is required to provide access to new housing 
developments, was debated.  It was agreed that an updated legal opinion was 
required.  The Clerk to contact Stephen Rickitt of NALC in the first instance to organise 
a meeting with the Chairman, Cllr Lowrie and Cllr Foreman. 

 
Q2. The County Council’s proposal to introduce a 20 mph zone will be discussed at the 

Annual Parish Meeting on 18th May. 
 
No other issues were raised and the meeting recommenced at 8.34 pm 

 
 
12.7   Longhorsley Tree  

a) Articles for the next issue are to be provided by 20th May – articles to include details of the 
Annual Parish Meeting.   

 
12.8   Grant Requests: 

There were no requests this month.  
 
 
13 Items Carried Forward 

 
13.1  Housing Developments in the Village  

a) East Road – the meeting was informed that there is still no purchaser as yet. 
b) Reivers Gate – as highlighted in 12.6 above, NCC has been notified of residents’ concerns 
re mud on the road at this development.  
c) South Road Development – nothing further to report. 
d) 29 Church View – members were informed that this appeal will now be classed as an 

“informal hearing”. 
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13.2  Green Belt Boundaries – Nothing to report. 
 
13.3 Neighbourhood Planning – Members considered the report prepared by the Clerk highlighting 

the 3 tenders received from consultants.  Members agreed to appoint Peter Biggers of Argyle 
Planning to be the preferred consultant to take the plan forward. 

 
 The Clerk was asked to liaise with Cllr Holland and Pagan in order to progress funding for the 

Plan. 
 
13.4  Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding 

signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage.  – The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Holland in 
order to find out what progress had been made following the meeting with NCC. 

  
13.5 Village Green  
 

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had contacted NCC to ask if someone could come to 
County Hall to take photographs of the original Village Green Register - The Chairman 
suggested that the Clerk ask Alan Etchells.  The Clerk was also asked to set up a meeting 
between Stephen Rickitt, The Chairman, Cllr Lowrie and Cllr Foreman.  
 

 
14 Other Agenda Items 

 
14.1 Members considered the list of Councillor duties provided by the Clerk.  It was agreed that this 

task be deferred until the next meeting of Council. 
 
14.2 The Clerk presented a letter received from Anne Marie Trevelyan MP regarding funding which 

was available for improvements to War Memorials.  Ms Trevelyan is compiling a list of WW1 
casualties who received battle honours.  The meeting was informed, that, thankfully, all those 
from the Village who served in both WW1 and WW2 returned home safely.  

 
14.3 Members had been informed of the sale of Barbara’s Wood.  Whilst members agreed in 

principle that the purchase of such an amenity would be good for the Village, the purchase 
price, estimated at £55,000, would have to be met from external funding.  Cllr Ford was asked 
to look at sources of funding available. 

 
 
15    Other Items for Information 
 
15.1 The Clerk informed members about the merger of Dawn Advice and the Citizens Advice 

Bureau.   
 
15.2  The Clerk had received forms for the Love Northumberland Awards 2016, and made them 

available to members. 
 
15.3 The Clerk had received a thank-you letter from the Great North Air Ambulance in recognition 

of the grant and support given to them. 
 
15.4 The Clerk distributed various “Waste” leaflets received from NCC.  
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16 Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the agenda)  
 
16.1 Members discussed an email received from Longhorsley Football Club, detailing vandalism 

which had occurred at their port-a-cabin on the common.  The club has been offered a secure 
metal shipping container and sought the Council’s views as to its installation next to the port-
a-cabin. 

 
Members asked the Clerk to inform the Club that they did not have any objections per say, 
subject to: 

 the size of the container, 

 it must be painted a suitable colour to blend into the area 

 it must be sited appropriately with agreement of the Council 
 
16.2  The Chairman handed out a leaflet detailing the A1 Dualling in Northumberland. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.04 pm. 
 

 

 
Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 30th May 2016 
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