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Longhorsley Parish Council Annual Meeting – 17.05.17  – The Church Room – 7.00pm 
 
Present  Cllrs:  I Elliott (Chairman) 
   P Ford 
   K Foreman 
   T Lowrie   
   D Pringle 

 
Clerk  G Turner 
 
Internal Auditor G Kennedy 
 
 Members of the Public: A + S Etchells, M Nisbet and R Stephenson 

 
 
1. Election of Chairman for 2017/18 

 
Cllr Elliott asked for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council.  Cllr 
Ford proposed Cllr Elliott and this was seconded by Cllr Pringle.  With no other nominations 
being received, Cllr Elliott was duly elected to the position of Chairman. 

 
2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 

Cllr Elliott completed and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office form, which was 
made before the Clerk, Gillian Turner. 

 
3. Election of Vice-Chairman 

 
Cllr Lowrie was proposed and seconded to the position of Vice-Chair and duly accepted the 
position. 

 
4. Acceptance of Office / Declaration of Interest Forms 

 
All members in attendance completed their Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interest 
forms and were witnessed by the Clerk. 

 
5. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs Brannan and Pagan, County Councillor Sanderson and 

PC Teasdale.  
 
6. Minutes of the meeting held on 5th April 2017 (which had been previously circulated) were 

approved, and signed.  
 

7. Declaration of Interests for items on the Agenda – None declared. 
 
 

8. Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be: 14th 
June and 19th July 2017. 

 
9. County Matters – Due to his absence, County Councillor Sanderson provided an email and 

following his re-election to Northumberland County Council was pleased to be able to 
continue to serve this community and thanked the parish council for all of the support given 
to him. 
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10. Report from PC Andrea Teasdale 
 

PC Teasdale was not in attendance but provided a written report on the following issues: 
 

• There have been several reports of theft of diesel from across Northumberland, but 
more so in Rothbury and Alnwick. 

• There has also been break-ins to sheds with gardening equipment stolen.  Residents 
were reminded to ensure sheds and out-houses are locked at all times when not in use 
and also to make note of any serial numbers or identifying marks on property. 

• There have been some reports of poaching in the area but these seem to be decreasing, 
however, if any suspicious vehicles are seen registration numbers should be passed to 
the police for investigation. 

• The Community Speedwatch has been operating in the area over recent weeks to 
address complaints of speeding through the village. 

 
 
11. Finance 
 
11.1 Internal Audit 2016/17 
 
 Mr Kennedy, the Internal Auditor, gave a verbal report on the annual audit of accounts.  

He had inspected the accounts and completed the areas required as to the internal control 
objectives.  There were no issues arising, with transactions being authorised correctly, and 
books and record keeping well maintained.  

 
 He concluded by signing the Annual Internal Audit Report (page 5) of the Annual Return, 

stating that the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a 
standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council. 

 
 The Chairman emphasised to the meeting that the process of payment approval was 

robust and large amounts were approved by council in advance of payment. 
 
 Members thanked Mr Kennedy and the Clerk for their work. 
 
11.2 Final Accounts 2015/16 Annual Return 
 
 Members were given a copy of the Annual Return for consideration. 
 

i. Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement – Members approved the statement and 
the Chairman and Clerk duly signed-off the document. 

ii. Section 2 – Accounting Statements – Members approved the accounts and the 
Chairman and Clerk/RFO duly signed-off the document. 

 
11.3 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of 

Payments list for May 2017, totalling £6,910.04. 
 
11.4 Annual Insurance Renewal 

 
Members considered a report prepared by the Clerk comparing the quotations and cover 
included by 3 companies (Hiscox, Ecclesiastical and Inspire/AXA).  Members unanimously 
agreed to accept the lowest quote from Inspire from 1st June 2017. The Clerk was also 
asked to investigate whether entering into a 3 year agreement would be beneficial to the 
council. 
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11.5 Review of Standing Orders 
 

Members reviewed and endorsed the Standing Orders as dated 17th May 2017. 
 
11.6 Review of Financial Regulations 
 

Members reviewed and endorsed the Financial Regulations as dated 17th May 2017. 
 
 
12. Routine Items for Review 

 
12.1a) Review of Planning Applications –  members had no objections to the following 

applications: 
 

16/00516/ S106A Wishaw, West Road – 3 dwellings 
17/00914/FUL Fellside, West Road – bathroom, porch and garden room extension 
17/01119/FUL West Wing Cote Nook – timber pergola 
17/01316/FUL South Linden Farm – garden room extension 

  
 b)  Planning Decisions – None 
 
 c)    Pre-Application Documents Received – None. 
 
 d) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – Members received a copy of an article taken from 

the SLCC Clerks magazine re CIL. 
  
12.2 Moor Management Scheme 
 

 Cllr Pringle informed the meeting that a question had arisen as to “entitlement” to graze on 
the Moor.  Cllr Ford had copies of the original court case and therefore the definitive list of 
entitlements. 

 
 There has been a steady stream of residents taking pieces of wood left on the moor, but 

there is still a sum to clear. 
 
 The fencing works, next to where the sheep are to be placed, has been completed. 
 
 The Clerk confirmed that the 2017/18 funding application had been received on time. 
 

12.3 The Old Church Wood 
 
 Cllr Ford informed the meeting that the council is up to date with the scheduled works 

planned for Q1 and Q2 with all works being completed. 
 
 2 events were planned with 9-10 people/volunteers attending. 
 
 She proposed the introduction of an “Adoption Scheme” whereby trees could be adopted in 

memory of a loved one or pet and that one of the conditions would be for that person to 
maintain and weed the area. 

 
 She highlighted that the gate behind the bus stop needs some attention and Tim Fish is 

looking at this issue, 
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 Members formally endorsed the acceptance of a quote received from J Chisholm for the 

mowing contract of the wood.  He has commenced mowing between the rows of trees and 
also has installed an undulating path around the edge of the wood. 

 
12.4 Play Areas 

 
 M Nisbet reported that there has been an issue with graffiti in the play areas, but he has 

bought some graffiti wipes to get rid of the problem. 
 
 It was reported that the rope ladder on the climbing frame has broken and some nails were 

protruding from the recent fence repair works.  The Clerk was asked to contact Northumbria 
Fencing to resolve this issue. 

 
 Members considered the 3 quotations received for the provision of a set of swings and 

associated surfacing works.  Members unanimously accepted the quote from Creative Play.  
The Clerk will issue the order once funding has been secured from the Wingates Windfarm 
Fund.  

 
The Clerk informed members that the annual ROSPA inspection will take place in June. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8 pm to allow parishioners to speak.  
 
 The meeting was informed that a dog had been attacked by a swarm of bees in the field 

behind the Old Church.  The Clerk was asked to write an article for the Tree to remind 
residents that dogs should be kept on a lead until 31st July in order to protect ground nesting 
birds. 

 
 Some damage in the Village Hall Car Park had been reported, with some damage to plastic 

airbricks and steps, caused by skateboarders.  Also, someone had pulled the down-pipe off 
the hall whilst gaining access to the roof.  The Clerk was asked to inform PC Teasdale. 

 
 Members thanked Mr Stephenson for fixing the problems and removing litter in the area. 
 
 Some problems of dog-fouling were also received.  The Clerk was asked to find out from 

NCC if there is a specific type of dispenser for their brand of dog-poo bags. 
 

No other issues were raised and the meeting recommenced at 8.14 pm 
 
 

12.5 Allotments 
 

 A request had been received asking for permission to extend a chicken run on plot number 
3.  The structure would be of a temporary nature so that it could be easily dismantled.  
Members agreed that as long as the allotments officer, K Woods was in agreement, they 
would grant permission. 

 
12.6 Plants and Flowers 
 

The Clerk informed the meeting that 3 new planters had been received and were already 
planted-up.  K Woods thought that the quality was excellent and he had received lots of 
positive comments from residents. 
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12.7 Village Maintenance Issues  
 

i. The Chairman informed the meeting that the speed sign on the North Road had been 
adjusted to reduce glare from the solar panel. 

ii. NCC will surface dress the East Road 
iii. Cllr Ford informed the meeting that she had inspected the border beside 37 Church 

View following reports that it is overgrown.  She confirmed that it does indeed need 
weeding out and the shrubs require a gentle prune.  Mr Nisbet was asked to carry 
out the works with JP Gardening Services to remove the trimmings by the end of the 
autumn period. 

iv. Members discussed the 2 trees located on the allotments which are overhanging 21 
Drummonds Close (Ash and Sycamore trees).  There is also a gap between the 
Johnnie Johnson properties and the MUGA which need clearing out.  The Chairman 
agreed to speak to Town & Country Tree Surgeons about these issues. 

v. Cllr Foreman reported seeing a couple of areas containing Japanese Knotweed.  The 
Clerk was asked to contact Anth Bell at NCC. 

vi. The memorial bench outside of the shop is in need of repair.  The Clerk was asked 
to contact Northumbria Fencing to carry out some maintenance and repaint. 

vii. The Clerk was also asked to contact K Monaghan to request that his dedicated seat 
and surrounding flowers are maintained. 

viii. Cllr Ford reported that local residents had agreed to look after the saplings in the 
hedgerow behind Church View adjacent to their properties. 

 
12.8  Longhorsley Tree  

Articles for the next issue are to be provided by 18th May – articles to include details of the 
Annual Parish Meeting, Dogs on Leads and Adopt a Tree.   

 
12.9 Donation Requests: 

There were no requests this month.  
 
 
13. Items Carried Forward 

 
13.1 Housing Developments in the Village  

a)   Reivers Gate/Wilding Place – only 1 property remains unsold.  The Chairman is to 
contact the developer in order to pursue the design of the play area and to ascertain 
the date for the application of the final top layer of tarmac on all the road surface within 
the development.  

b)  South Road Development – nothing further to report except that another discussion is 
required to sort out minor details. 

c) East Road – An email has been received to say that a buyer is interested in the site. 
 

13.2 Neighbourhood Planning – Members were informed that the summarised document will 
be included as a supplement within the June edition of the Tree, with consultation events 
taking place between June and July.  The Clerk confirmed that grant funding amounting to 
£3,120 has been approved. 

 
13.3  Village Signage – nothing to report. 
  
13.4 Village Green – The Clerk informed the meeting that she has received an email from NCC 

confirming that approval has been given to consult upon the proposed Commons Scheme 
of Management. 
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13.5 Village Hall – Members received the Clerks interim report and agreed that the next step 
was to look through the files of the Management Committee for recent 
agreements/documents. 

 
13.6 Welcome Letters – The Clerk confirmed that letters had been sent to 1-6 Davison Court. 
 
 
14. Other Agenda Items 

 
14.1 Members considered and approved the list of Councillor duties as provided by the Clerk. 
 
 
15. Other Items for Information 
 
15.1 The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from Highways Agency confirming 

the A1 Project Team and the date of 2020 for A1 dualling. 
 
15.2  Cllr Ford reported that the number of people using the post office service was small and that 

it was making a loss.  The service has been down twice over the last 2 weeks due to 
meetings and problems with technology.  A sign to advertise the opening hours of the 
service could improve usage numbers.  A coffee morning is to be organised in the Village 
Hall to coincide with opening hours. 

 
 

16. Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the agenda)  
 
16.1 The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Savage with regard to giving the Northumberland Flag 

to Cllr Pringle. 
 
16.2 The Clerk was asked to contact NCC regarding potholes in the West Road near St Helen’s 

Church, and damage to the footpath surface on the north side of the West Road adjacent 
to Horsley Tower. 

 
16.4 Members considered an email received from NCC regarding Channel 4 Village of the Year 

and agreed that no action was necessary. 
 

16.5 Members received the request from NCC regarding Northumberland Day and agreed that 
no action was necessary. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.11 pm. 
 

 

 
Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 4th June 2017 

 


