Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 19.07.17 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
PC Teasdale
Four members of the Public.

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllrs T Lowrie, V Pagan and County Councillor G Sanderson.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th June 2017 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – Cllr Foreman re West End Garage Planning Application.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 13th
September and 11th October 2017.

5.

County Matters – Apologies received.

6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
PC Teasdale’s gave an update on the parking problems on the West Road which Cllr
Sanderson had previously raised re vehicles being parked on pavements. Letters have been
issued to all properties in the area. Cllr Brannan also highlighted that an issue arising from the
LNP consultation event was the same problem over parking on pavements in the Drummonds
Close area of the Village. One of the main causes is that residents now have multiple cars
and no driveways, thus causing parking problems. PC Teasdale also highlighted the following:
i.
Telephone and computer “scam” calls and emails have been circulating, some requesting
residents send money to Africa etc. Calls and emails are untraceable and residents
should be made aware.
ii.
The local horse trials will take place next weekend and to date there are no problems
reported.
iii. Concerns over the closure of the police front-office have been raised. Morpeth frontoffice is operational from 9am to 5pm with both Blyth and Cramlington being open
between the hours of 10am and 2pm. To accommodate the shortfall in hours, more 101
operators are being recruited.
iv. The Clerk raised the issue of several small fires being reported within the Church View
play area – community patrol officers will be asked to keep the area under surveillance.
PC Teasdale left the meeting at this point 7.20pm

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for July 2017, totalling £5,993.37.
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7.2 Members received the Budget Monitoring statements to June 2017, including the petty cash
listing and bank statements.
7.3 Members received the electricity report highlighting the savings obtained for the MUGA and
Village Green – the main savings being on the reduced standing charge tariff.
7.4 The Clerk informed the meeting that she had received a letter from Barclays Bank to confirm
that the amended signing arrangements had now been processed.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications –
17/02072/FUL – 13 Church View, Badgers Ford – single storey extension – No Objections
17/01908/FUL – Land North of West Moor Farm – equestrian buildings – No Objections but
concerns raised regarding screening of the large buildings – better screening requested.
17/01689/FUL – West End Garage – Councillors had held a site meeting to review the
application, and approved the building changes and entrance tarmac, but objected to the
extent of the car parking and circulation area. This response was submitted to NCC prior to
the consultation deadline, and included a revised area suggestion that the councillors found
acceptable. On the day of the meeting, the applicant provided a further revised plan to NCC
and LPC, which was for the area that the councillors found acceptable.
(Cllr K Foreman declared an interest in this issue).

The Chairman informed the meeting that both of the Linden Hall housing development
applications are going to appeal.
b) Planning Decisions: 17/01119/FUL West Wing Cote Nook – timber pergola - NCC GRANTED permission.
c) Pre-application Notifications: - none received during this period.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme – Update by Cllr Pringle
i.
Some of the heavier timber was still available and it was agreed to advertise this issue in
the next edition of the Tree and donations were welcome.
ii.
Members of the working group were meeting on the Moor on 25th July at 6.30 pm to look
at what works are still required.
iii. Piri-Piri spraying was also required.
8.3

The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood) – Update by Cllr Ford
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

8.4

Cllr Ford was congratulated on obtaining the “Love Northumberland” certificate at the
recent award ceremony.
The new gate at the bus stop entrance has been installed.
T Fish is to put up some dog fouling notices.
J Chisholm has been asked to re-mow the path around the wood.
Several community events have been planned and several inquiries have been
received in relation to the “Adopt a Tree” initiative with a donation of £25 being received
from one adoptee.

Village Play Areas –
The Clerk introduced Mr Gunn to the meeting as the new Village Maintenance person. Cllr
Elliott agreed to meet with Mr Gunn and take a tour of the Village in order to familiarise him
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with the work to be undertaken. The Clerk informed the meeting that the installation of the
new swings in Adamson Park had gone smoothly and the swings were being used by
residents children.
8.5 Allotments – a letter had been issued by the Clerk to all tenants reminding them to close gates
in order to prevent any dogs or other animals gaining access to the site.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – nothing to report.
8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.

Members received the Tree Survey undertaken by T&CTS and the Chairman informed
the meeting that a “Plan” showing all of the trees included in the survey was currently
being marked-up.
ii. Members updated the schedule of tree works and the Clerk was asked to re-issue an
amended copy.
iii. Cllr Pringle informed the meeting that he had met with contractors regarding the various
road repairs. Members agreed to accept the quotation from Coulson Construction for the
works adjacent to the shop and church corner. The Clerk was asked to contact the
contractor to see if the materials taken from these 2 sites could be recycled to infill the
various potholes in the area.
iv. Cllr Pringle agreed to contact K Monaghan about clearing out Archies Pond.
8.8 New Website – Members agreed that the new website should now be used with a message
placed onto the old site steering people towards the new one. The Clerk was asked to set up
new email addresses for all councillors using the longhorsleypc.org.uk format.
8.9 Longhorsley Tree – Cllr Ford to write an article about the new gate at Old Church Wood and
the Clerk to write an article to introduce Wayne Gunn. A separate article to inform residents
about the Linden Hall appeal is also to be included.
8.10 Donation Requests – none received

9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate – nothing to report.
b) South Road Development – nothing to report.
c) East Road Development – the Chairman allowed a member of the public who owns land
behind the development to ask a question about his access rights once the new
development is in place. The Chairman informed the meeting that a buyer had been
identified and that the current rights of access will be preserved. He also agreed to keep
Mr Leck informed once the planning application has been received.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan gave a verbal update on the progress made to date:
i.

The Pre-Submission Draft is now being consulted upon with the closing date for
comments being 31st July.
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ii.

iii.
iv.

v.

vi.

To date there have been 3 feedback forms submitted on-line which were supportive of
the plan, 58 feedback forms completed at Village Day with 52 being fully supportive, 4
subject to comments, 1 objection and 1 with no decision.
3 organisations had also replied – Natural England, Highways England and Marine
Management.
Members agreed to submit the plan to a “health check” if it were possible to be carried
out within the time frame, however, if it were to delay the process then the health check
would not be carried out.
Additional work had been identified in order to ensure that the consultation document
contained good, clean evidence and also a base condition statement, including a
mapping exercise, was required.
Cllr Brannan informed the meeting about the prize winners drawn on Village Day.

9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage – the Clerk was asked to chase-up NCC about the
road markings to slow down traffic at the churchyard entrance.
9.4 Village Green Issues – ongoing.
9.5 Village Hall – Members noted the positive response from the Chairman of the Village Hall
Management Committee regarding copies of AGM minutes and final accounts to be sent to
LPC.
9.6 Welcome Letters – members noted that the final letter had been issued to no. 1 Wilding Place.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members noted correspondence from NCC re the Community Regeneration Team contact
information.
10.2 Members received the information from NCC regarding the Green Walkers scheme.
10.3 Members had no concerns with regard to the Northumberland Fire & Rescue Plan 2017-2021.
11.

Other Items for Information.
Nothing to report

12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1
12.2

Members noted the withdrawal of NCC Core Strategy, which had been previously circulated.
Members noted the correspondence from NCC re Weldon Bridge Masonry Refurbishment
works, which also had been previously circulated.
Members received the NCC LTP 2018/19 request and agreed that the Clerk re-confirm the
need for a pedestrian crossing at Reivers Gate.
The Clerk was asked to order 1 NCC dog-poo sack dispenser in order to trial its effectiveness.
Cllr Ford informed the meeting that she had attended the GMDT AGM.
Cllr Foreman informed the meeting about the letter currently being circulated re Reivers Gate.
The Clerk was asked to contact NCC to ask if the M1 bus is still in operation as recently 4 out
of 5 times it has not turned-up at the scheduled time.

12.3
12.4
12.5
12.6
12.7

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 3rd September 2017
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