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Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 20.07.16  – The Church Room – 7.00pm 
 
Present  Cllrs:  I Elliott (Chairman) 
   K Foreman 

D Pringle 
 
Clerk  G Turner 
 
 
Cllr     G Sanderson (left the meeting at 7.20pm) 
 
Two members of the Public.  

 
 
1. Apologies for Absence –  Cllrs Ford, Holland, Lowrie and Pagan 

PC Teasdale and K Woods 
 
2. Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 8th June 2016 (which had been previously circulated) 

were approved, and signed.  
 
 

3. Declaration of Interest – None 
 
 

4. Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 7th 
September and 12th October 2016. 

 
 
5. County Matters – County Councillor Sanderson informed the meeting of the following issues: 

i. The final Statement of Case re Planning Appeal is currently on the NCC website.  Letters 
are being issued to LPC 21st July.  The Appeal will take place on 10th August at 10:00 am 
in the Village Hall. 

ii. The Smallburn scheme is ongoing, but should be completed in the next month or two.  
The works for the remaining section of East Road are to be carried out in September with 
the associated surface dressing scheduled for June/July 2017. 

iii. Cllr Sanderson confirmed the approval of NCC regarding the introduction of interactive 
speed signs in the Village, at a total of £14,710 to be met from his small scheme budget.  
Cllr Elliott will forward contact details of the company installing the signs to the Clerk.  
Members thanked Cllr Sanderson for his dedication to the Parish. 
Members also noted that there would be ongoing maintenance costs associated with the 
SID signs, however, this was thought to be minimal at this stage. 
 

Cllr Sanderson left the meeting at this time 7:20 pm. 
 

6. Report from PC Andrea Teasdale 
 

The Clerk read out an email received from PC Teasdale reporting on the following issues: 
 
i. There have been several quad bikes stolen from Hexham and Alnwick areas.  Members 

of the public are reminded to keep them locked away at all times when not in use.  If 
anyone sees anything suspicious, please contact the police. 
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ii. Extra operations have been carried out in respect to poaching in the area.  Again, the 
public are asked to pass on registration numbers of suspicious vehicles to the police 
and not to confront people direct. 

iii. There have been issues of cattle on the road near Linden Hall which could be related to 
poachers. 

 
 
7. Finance 
 
7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of 

Payments list for July 2016, totalling £2,464.78 as follows: 
 
 

29.06.16 G Turner – Travel and Expenses - June            52.80 

04.07.16 British Gas – MUGA Electricity to 8th June 66.02 

04.07.16 Alan and Sue Etchells – Printing costs of July Tree and NP Insert   254.22 

04.07.16 JP Garden Services – Archies Pond and Adamson Park - June 260.00 

04.07.16 NCC – Clerks Salary and Admin – June 2016          547.08 

04.07.16 G Turner – Transparency Funding Equipt (Laptop and Printer)          623.48 

04.07.16 G Turner – Strato – Half Year hosting of website            50.33 

15.07.16 JP Garden Services – Archies Pond and Adamson Park - July          230.00 

16.07.16 Playsafety Ltd – Annual Inspection of Play Areas          239.40 

17.07.16 K Woods – Bedding Plants            81.45 

17.07.16 PCC – Hire of Church Hall – July Meeting            10.00 

20.07.16 Petty Cash Reimbursement            50.00 

 
 
 
7.2    Electronic Payments Update: 

The Clerk informed the meeting that despite a couple of teething problems, all payments made 
in July, with the exception of petty cash reimbursement, were made by electronic BACS 
transfers.  The Clerk will now investigate “batch” authorising to streamline the process.  This 
item will now be deleted from future agendas. 

 
7.3 Supermarket Funding – The Clerk informed members that this issue is ongoing. 
 
7.4 Transparency Funding – The Clerk reported that the grant of £563.36 had now been received 

from NALC.  She also reported that Longhorsley has been selected as a trial for the new NALC 
website portal. 
 

 
8 Routine Items for Review 

 
8.1a)  Review of Planning Applications: 
 
 16/01727/FUL Braefoot Road – Extension to first floor  No Objection 
 16/02042/FUL Glen View – Single storey front extension No Objection 
 16/00516/5106A Wishaw S106 Amendment    No Objection 
  
     b) Planning Decisions – The following applications have been GRANTED permission by NCC: 
 16/00659/FUL – Land West of View Law, 16/01727/FUL – Braefoot, 16/00626/REM East 

Road. 
. 

http://www.longhorsleypc.org.uk/


3 

 

A copy of these minutes can be obtained by visiting the web-site (www.longhorsleypc.org.uk) or by contacting the clerk direct: Miss G Turner, 4 Lowther Close, Ashington, Northumberland  NE63 0HY 

Telephone 01670 812704  Email parishclerk@longhorsleypc.org.uk   

c)  Pre-application Notifications: The following documents have been received: 
 16/00223/1PREAPP, 16/00230/PREAPP, 16/00251/PREAPP   
 

8.2 Moor Management Scheme 
 

Cllr Pringle informed the meeting that he had attended a meeting of the Moor Committee.  
Several issues arose from the meeting: 
i. It was agreed that the fencing should be checked 
ii. J Thompson has agreed to graze sheep on the Moor during the Spring.  The Clerk had 

contacted the insurance company to confirm that the council’s policy covered this issue, 
which it did.  Our agent recommended that Thompson’s provide a copy of their 
insurance policy to the council as evidence that they had their animals covered for public 
liability insurance. 

iii. A pathology report on the dead heather has highlighted problems caused by the heather 
beetle and advice is being sought about burning the heather.  Current advice is that the 
flailing of heather should take place in the Autumn as opposed to the Spring. 

iv. Some of the problematic birch trees had been identified for fire wood 
 

The Clerk reported that she had received confirmation from Natural England regarding the 
receipt of the 2016/17 Stewardship Claim. 
 

8.3 Village Play Areas – The Clerk had received copies of the Annual Safety Inspection Reports, 
which was carried out on 29th June.  Several items of “low” status issues were highlighted 
together with comments about the Church View play area which is awaiting repairs to the 
“bridge” climbing frame. 

 
Cllr Pringle highlighted the problem of the waste bin in Adamson Park not being emptied – the 
Clerk was asked to contact NCC. 
 
He also highlighted a problem with an old tin bin inside the Park, which was filling with water.  
It was suggested that holes be drilled into the bin to prevent water gathering and to remove 
the bin in the immediate future - Cllr Elliott agreed to remove the bin. 
 
Grass cuttings were also being deposited within the hedges surrounding the Park and Cllr 
Pringle agreed to speak to the contractor to identify who was doing this. 
 
An abundance of weeds had been reported around the perimeter fence of Church View play 
area and Cllr Pringle agreed to speak to the contractor. 
 

8.4 Allotments – Nothing new was reported. 
 

8.5 Plants & Flowers – the Clerk reported that K Woods had purchased bedding plants for the 
Village. 

 
8.6    Village Maintenance Issues  
  

i. Members reviewed the database which still had some outstanding items which were to 
be carried out during 2016/17. 

ii. Some graffiti had been reported in the Old Church and the Clerk was asked to inform 
NCC. 

iii. Members agreed to ask Town & Country Tree Surgeons to remove the 2 problematic 
conifers in Adamson Park.  T&CTS are to be the councils preferred supplier/contractor 
for this type of work. 
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iv. Village Maintenance Role – The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Holland in order to get a 
list/schedule of his duties, together with an estimate of time necessary in order to price-
up a specification, and place an advertisement in the Tree for someone to undertake this 
role on a paid basis in the future.  The Council thanks Cllr Holland for his considerable 
practical contribution to village maintenance. 

 
 
There were no questions from the public put forward at the meeting.  

 
 

8.7   Longhorsley Tree  
a) Articles for the next issue are to be provided by 20th August – articles to include an item on 

the introduction of the new speed signs and the anti-social behaviour in the Old Church. 
   
 
9 Items Carried Forward 

 
9.1  Housing Developments in the Village  

a) East Road – The meeting was informed that this matter is progressing with the purchaser 
now ready to go ahead.  The original agreement stands but now with a new “buy it now” offer, 
which would guarantee immediate payment conditional on the full planning application being 
approved.  Members unanimously agreed to proceed and accept the revised agreement.  
b) Reivers Gate – Nothing to report. 
c) South Road Development – The Chairman informed the meeting that a spreadsheet had 

been received containing a full disclosure of costs.  The Council now need to know the exact 
details of the proposed land exchange. 

d) 29 Church View – The appeal date had now been set for 10th August in the Village Hall at 
10:00 am. 

 
9.2  Green Belt Boundaries – This item was agreed to be removed from subsequent agendas. 
 
9.3  Neighbourhood Planning – The meeting was informed that NP funding had been received for 

£4,512.00.   
 
9.4  Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding 

signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage.  – The Clerk informed the meeting that she had 
contacted Mr Snowdon at NCC and he was now in contact with Cllr Holland. 

 
9.5 Village Green Issues – Members received and accepted the Clerks report highlighting the 

various issues concerning common land / village greens, noting that whilst Parish Councils are 
not compelled to permit access over common/green land, a public body must be seen to act 
in a “reasonable manner”. 

 
 The Clerk had received an email from Helen Lancaster at NCC re meeting to discuss a 

management agreement – Members agreed that Wednesday 17th of August would be the most 
suitable – Clerk to inform Ms Lancaster and obtain a convenient time for a meeting at County 
Hall. 

 
9.6 Barbara’s Wood – The meeting was informed that the land owner would prefer for the land to 

be in public ownership and has therefore given the council 6 months in order to raise the 
necessary funding.  It was agreed to proceed with the purchase of the land subject to the 
availability of funding. 
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 Other Agenda Items 
 

10.1 Councillor Duties – It was agreed to defer this item for the time being. 
 
10.2 Members noted NCC’s consultation re Household Waste Recovery Centres – opening times 

and proposed charges. 
 
10.3 NCC Local Transport Plan Programme 2017/18 – Members agreed that the first priority should 

be the introduction of a pedestrian crossing at Reivers Gate and the second priority should be 
the extension of the 30 mph speed limit northwards to the beginning of the new Wilding Place 
Estate. 

 
 
11.    Other Items for Information 
 
11.1 Members were informed that mobile post office facilities would be available in the Village 

between 2.20 pm and 4.20 pm on Thursday.   
 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.03 pm. 
 

 

 
Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 21st August 2016 
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