Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 12.10.16 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
County Councillor G Sanderson
PC A Teasdale
Five members of the Public.

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Pagan
The meeting was informed that Cllr M Holland had formally submitted his resignation from the
Council – NCC had been notified and all of the statutory notices had been displayed on the
Parish noticeboard. The Clerk received confirmation from NCC that no requests had been
received to call a by-election for the vacancy and co-option was now possible.
Cllr Ford nominated Paul Brannan to be co-opted and this was unanimously agreed. Mr
Brannan accepted the nomination. The Clerk will issue the necessary papers to be completed
by Cllr Brannan.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 7th September 2016 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – None

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 9th
November and 14th December 2016.

5.

County Matters – County Councillor Sanderson had attended a NCC Full Council Meeting at
which he lodged the following questions:
i.

ii.
iii.

a. Concerns re the lack of verge cutting and requesting the reintroduction of the former
system – the current system being reactive rather than planned.
b. In which areas was the speed camera van being deployed – concerns were raised
that the vehicle is being used as an income generating means (through fines) rather
than in accident blackspot areas where it would be of most use.
East Road – the second phase of resurfacing has slipped to early 2017. He had also
asked for the drainage works to be completed prior to the works beginning.
The Smallburn scheme – the traffic calming project has also been delayed.
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iv.

v.
vi.
vii.

The Church View Appeal result had just been announced with the appeal being refused.
However, NCC were looking at the Inspectors report in detail as costs had been awarded
to the appellant
Two of the three poles for the new SID signs have been installed, with the position of the
remaining pole to be agreed.
The decision about moving the northern boundary of the 30 mph speed limit on the A697
was still on-going.
A member of the public raised the issue of the dangers associated with the concealed
entrance and exit junction to the cemetery – some high visibility signage was requested
and also a request that the junction be improved.

Councillor Sanderson left at this point of the meeting at 7.23 pm

6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
PC Teasdale updated the meeting with the following:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

There had been complaints made about the speed watch people being in the village.
There had been several incidents of poaching and checkpoints had been put in place.
She had received notice of children playing on the top of garages in Drummonds Close.
The Clerk informed PC Teasdale of a complaint she had received about children using
the Village Hall car park as a play area together with reports of youths gathering until
12.30 am.

PC Teasdale left the meeting at this point (7.28 pm)

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for October 2016, totalling £4,624.58.
7.2 Final Accounts 2015/16 – Members received and considered the External Auditors Certificate
and Report, noting that there were no matters being brought to their attention by BDO. The
Report was unanimously approved.
7.3 Budget 2017/18 – Members approved the first draft of the 2017/18 Budget, noting the Clerk’s
comments about the increase in the tax-base due to new housing and the effect this will have
on the precept requirement. The Clerk will update the figures when information is received
from NCC and will bring the second draft to the November meeting of Council.
7.4 Council Tax Referendums – Members considered and endorsed the draft resolution received
from NALC and fully supported the comments made. The Clerk to issue comments to the
Government and local MPs.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications: None received.
Members considered correspondence from NCC regarding the site visit on 24th October re:
Linden Hall applications. It was agreed that Cllrs Elliott, Ford and Brannan attend.
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b) Planning Decisions – None received
c) Pre-application Notifications: None received.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Pringle informed the meeting that he, Cllr Ford and the Clerk had met with officers of
Natural England (NE) to walk the boundary of the SSSI area of the moor on 6 th October. Steve
Pullan of NE made the group aware that consent was required from NE before any trees were
cut back or cleared on the site. Also, photographic evidence was also required of before and
after shots of any works undertaken by LPC to areas on the moor. This would be necessary,
together with copy invoices, to back-up any claims submitted by LPC.
The Clerk was asked to write to the owner (Mr Oliver) in order to let him know that consent is
required before he undertakes any work in the future.
The Clerk was also asked to write to the owners of Moor Edge Cottage, stating that we are
aware of fly-tipping taking place opposite the cottage and that NCC enforcement team has
been asked to take action.
A meeting of the Moor Committee had also taken place, and the notes of which are attached
at Appendix 1.
Cllr Pringle has been in contact with Northumberland Fire & Rescue with regard to the burning
of heather on the moor. He has been informed that a Wildfire Course is planned for 19 th
November at Elsdon.

At this point, being 8.07 pm, the meeting was adjourned to allow public participation.
Denise Primrose said that she was delighted about the Planning Appeal result/outcome and
thanked members for their support. The Chair responded saying that the Council appreciated
the extra input from the community, which had made a great difference to the final outcome.
It was agreed to remove item 9.1 (d) 29 Church View from future agendas.
The meeting resumed at 8.14 pm and continued in open session.
8.3

Village Play Areas
Cllr Lowrie had undertaken several repairs to the bridge in Church View and the padlock at
the MUGA. The works to the City Spinner still had to be done. He had received the key to
the token box and will ensure that the income is collected on a regular basis. Currently there
were only 5 tokens in the box, due to the light nights the floodlights have not been necessary.

8.4 Allotments – K Woods gave the meeting an update:
 A complaint has been received about the state of allotment no. 4. Kevin has spoken
to the tenant about this issue and the allotment will be brought up to standard, including
some raised beds to be installed.
 There are still some problems with Mares-tail and tenants must keep on top of this
issue.
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The Clerk was asked to send Kevin the water charges for the site in January, in order
to collect the said charges with the annual rental income.
The Clerk was asked to send out the relevant paper work to the new occupier of plot
11.

8.5 Plants & Flowers – the Clerk was asked to include an amount in the budget for some new
recycled plastic planters.
8.6

Village Maintenance Issues
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

vi.
vii.

viii.

The Chairman suggested that a tour of the Village was necessary to establish what
works/improvements need to be undertaken.
Members considered the email request for some additional strimming to be undertaken
outside West End Farm to the football field. The Clerk was asked to contact J Patterson
to carry out this work.
Village Maintenance Role – Members were informed that the Clerk had received 2
applications for the post, and that the closing date was 21st October.
Cllr Ford informed the meeting that 105 saplings would be delivered for planting in
November.
The Clerk was asked to contact Town & Country Tree Surgeons to carry out the works to
the Ash tree opposite Church View Play Park to reduce its height to the same level as
others in the area.
Members were informed that Mrs Preston who could not attend this evening, expressed
her thanks about the work undertaken to the trees in Adamson Park.
The Chairman informed the meeting that he had received an email about issues
concerning the bottle bank in the Village Hall car park. The Clerk has contacted NCC
about regulations governing bottle banks and asking if there were any stickers detailing
times that the bottle bank was in operation.
The Clerk was asked to source a 20 ft Christmas Tree to be situated on the Village Green.

8.7 Longhorsley Tree
a) Articles for the next issue are to be provided by 19th October– articles to include an item on
the Bottle Banks and Maintenance Works on the Moor.
b) The editors highlighted that due to the cessation of NCC printing the Tree, costs had
increased. The Clerk would take this into consideration when compiling the outturn budget.
8.8 Donation Requests – None.

9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) East Road – this matter is progressing.
b) Reivers Gate – Site is progressing and currently negotiating a “tree belt”.
c) South Road Development – Cllrs Elliott and Lowrie had attended a meeting to establish
terms for the purchase of access land, new footpaths, provision of open spaces and
screening.
d) 29 Church View – The decision has recently been received with the result being refusal of
the Appeal. This item will now be deleted from future agendas.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning – Members were reminded to complete the doodle calendar in order
that a date for a half-day workshop can be agreed
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9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage. The Clerk was asked to contact Neil Snowdon at
NCC to progress this issue,
9.4 Village Green Issues – Members asked the Clerk to write to NCC in order to begin the process
to formulate a Scheme of Management Agreement.
9.5 Barbara’s Wood – Cllr Lowrie requested that the Chairman should make contact with the
owner, to advise that it is still the desire of the PC to purchase this for use by the community.
He also requested that we look carefully at all possible funding options.

Other Agenda Items
10.1 Councillor Duties – It was agreed to defer this item for the time being.
10.2 Members received the Clerks notes of the NALC AGM held on 1st October 2016.
10.3 Members considered the issue of the Local Council Elections to be held May 2017, and agreed
that this issue should be included in section 9 of future Agendas.
10.4 Members received correspondence from NCC re proposals from BT to close certain public
telephone boxes. It was noted that no calls had been made from the Longhorsley box for some
time and therefore members had no objections to the proposal with the proviso that BT
removed the existing call box and made good the site.

11.

Other Items for Information

11.1 None

12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1

Members received correspondence from the Planning Inspectorate re proposed changes to
the Rights of Way.

12.2

Members were informed that correspondence had been received from NCC regarding the
revised arrangements for Local Services Liaison Meetings.

12.3

Members were reminded that nominations for the Parish Award Shield will be considered at
the next meeting of Council.

The meeting closed at 9.16 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 31st October 2016
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Appendix 1
Longhorsley Moor Management Committee
Minutes of meeting Monday 10th October 2016
Present: David Pringle (Chair), Steve Comber, Penny Ford, Kevin Monaghan, Kevin Woods
Apologies: John Thompson
Minutes:
1.
Ownership of small parcel of land adjacent to High Barns Farm, which has recently been mown. Land
Registry map (2013) confirms it as belonging to the Moor; map supplied by natural England does not
ACTION: GT to request confirmation from Land Registry
2.

Felling along the track; Natural England queried whether contractor had a licence (see letter from
Michael Oliver)

3.

In accordance with the new agreement photos must be taken of a site before and after work is
undertaken and all records kept for inspection if required.

4.

Piri Piri (invasive non-native weed) has been found in and around the quarry; NE recommended
spraying asap. DP contacted Duncan Moffatt, who will be available in 2 weeks. SC to ask Andrew
Craggs (NE contact for Holy Island) for his experience and recommendation

5.

Birch : options a) weed wipe – not suitable because kills everything and birch heavily seeds;
b) graze – mainly April to June with sheep to eat young growth, but can be all year
(SC/JT);
c) flailing – good option for areas not suitable for burning and around other areas;
d) burning – can be carried out October to beginning April; Fire Brigade willing to do.
Action: DP to contact Fire Brigade first; Malcolm to flail other areas and any
firebreaks as required; SC to look into sheep grazing, KW to ask JT about sheep
grazing

6.

Timber Removal – permitted amount 5m/3 per quarter – suggested that selected trees be felled in
mainly clear areas, by certified contractor and wood offered to the parish, to be collected from the site.
The trees will be marked with paint after a site visit on Wednesday to select.

7.

Stock pens – site visit tba to assess suitable site

8.

Tipping/bonfire area on moorland east of A697 opposite Moor House, photos taken and situation to
be discussed at PC meeting this month

ADDENDUM: Site Visit 12.10.16 by DP, SC, PF, KW





Piri Piri site checked; arrangement to be made for spraying with Graze On (spares the grass)
Burn and flail areas selected: Fire Brigade will visit this week to assess if suitable for burning.
DP to contact Malcolm to arrange flailing asap
Timber selected for removal – KW will mark trees
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