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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 7th September 2017 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (Vice Chair in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. 
Hobrough, J. Lilley and H. Wilson 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
  

3 Members of the public were present. 
       

 
71. Apologies for absence: Cllrs Shepherd and Watson. 
 
72. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 
Councillor Dr Hobrough disclosed a potential interest in item 3 on the agenda (Bankside Erosion – 
Northumbrian Water) as his house was involved. 

 

73. Bankside Erosion – Northumbrian Water Ltd (NWL) 
David Richardson, Ian Davison and Jude Huffey from Northumbrian Water attended the meeting. 
 
Ian Davison set out the issues and concerns for NWL on the current situation regarding possible 
bankside erosion and the potential environmental risk to NWL’s asset and to the river. Detailed maps of 
proposals to remedy the situation were circulated. 
 
Investigation works had been done and proposals created for a new rising main along Dial Place and a 
new foul sewer towards Bridge End House to join the existing combined sewer. Geotechnical engineers 
would be doing an assessment of the bankside and its likely life, and it was hoped that construction 
would begin by January/February 2018. In response to questions from members, Mr Davison confirmed 
that this geotechnical assessment could be shared with members at a future meeting.  
 
NWL would consult with residents by letter before holding a public meeting as the construction phase 
approached.  The Chair thanked the representatives for taking the time to attend and sharing the 
information with the Parish Council.  
 

Agreed Action 
Note the position and planned future action 
by NWL 

Clerk to schedule for future meeting 

  
74. Public Questions   
Mr and Mrs Buist from Coquet Way, Warkworth raised the issue of vehicles parking in the dunes behind 
the north pier. Often vehicles were parked overnight and the gate seemed to be permanently open. This 
was causing concern about increasing use and consequent damage to the integrity of the dunes.  
 
This was an issue which had already been raised by Councillor Galilee previously and efforts were 
being made to establish ownership of the area in question. Members agreed on the need to discuss the 
situation with the caravan site manager and with the AONB Partnership to prevent instances of wild 
camping and potential damage to the dunes.  
 

Agreed Action 
Situation to be clarified with AONB 
Partnership and caravan site 

Clerk 

 
75. Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd August 2017  
Councillor Lilley commented that issues he had raised under area reports previous to the last meeting 
had not been reflected in the minutes, and referred particularly to the logs cut and dumped next to the 
Castle.  He agreed to bring these matters up again under his Councillor Area report. 
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Councillor Dr Hobrough referred to his request to NCC for a safe crossing at the school which was still 
outstanding. This had been included in last year’s LTP requests. 
 
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair.  
 
76. Matters Arising 
 
76.1: Play area report 
No progress yet by Playdale.  
 

Agreed Action 
Contact Playdale  Councillor Cashmore 

 
76.2: St. Lawrence’s Churchyard walls – update 
Survey of wall now complete and waiting for report to enable progress to be made on planning 
application and tender. 
Members discussed the potential size of the costs involved in the project; the different options to 
remedy the situation; and the conflicting expert advice received. Members noted that the survey should 
quantify the problem in terms of cost and agreed that a risk assessment template should be prepared 
and circulated. 
 

Agreed Action 
Prepare risk assessment template and 
circulate 

Councillor Galilee 

 
76.3: Warkworth Village Leaflet 
A draft was circulated. Members agreed on the need to be clear about the separate responsibilities of 
the Parish Council and the County Council and that more information was needed on the latter. Also, 
that some professional design input would be of benefit. 
 

Agreed Action 
Collate more information on the 
responsibilities of NCC and identify supplier 
for design work.  

Councillor Black/Clerk 

  
76.4: Bus shelter repainting 
It was noted that work had been halted so that proper preparation work could be done before painting 
recommenced.  
 
76.5: Table of rents 
Discussion still to be had between Chair and Clerk. 
 
76.6: Website update 
The Clerk sought guidance from members regarding populating of the new Warkworth PC website 
accessed through the NALC portal. Work was ongoing uploading documentation. Member addresses 
and photographs would be included, but contact details would be via the Clerk and the Warkworth PC 
email address.  
  

Agreed Action 
Website to be populated with data as 
indicated. 

Clerk 
Councillors’ photographs required 

 
76.7: Neighbourhood Planning 
It was noted that a presentation would be made to the next meeting by David English from NCC. 
 
76.8: Clerk IT equipment 
The Chair had negotiated a leasing arrangement with Alncom in Alnwick for a three year lease of laptop 
and printer with the option of purchase or return thereafter. 
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76.9: Update on Highways Survey 
The clerk provided an update from Dan Fraser who had discussed potential measures with the AONB 
Partnership and their comments were reported to members. There was a difference of opinion on some 
issues. Members again commented that signage remained a problem, particularly for long term parking.  
 
76.10: Outcome of Chairman’s meeting re street lighting 
Councillor Black reported on the Chair’s response from Gavin Barlow regarding a number of lighting 
issues in the village. These had been passed to the team to respond to. Regarding the lighting project, 
Gavin would respond on his return from leave in two weeks. Members had been shown some designs 
for the new street lights at the last meeting and would comment when proposed schemes were put 
forward.   
 
76.11: Update on Warkworth’s Fish Pass Board 
Councillor Black reported that this was still being worked on and Iain Robson (AONB) was waiting to 
hear back from Selby Snaith (Amble and Warkworth Rotary Club) about the original artwork. It was 
hoped to be in place by the end of the Autumn.  
 
76.12: Beal Bank Speed Camera Enforcement 
Cllr Black reported that Mr David Lillie of Beal Bank Farm had received an email from the Team Leader 
of the Camera Enforcement Unit of Northumbria Police apologising for the delay in addressing the 
speeding issue at Beal Bank and promising to attend to this in the near future.  
 
77. County Councillor Report 
In the Chair’s absence, the Clerk reported the following:- 
 

 Lighting column to be placed outside 14 Castle Street for temporary period until new overall 
lighting plan determined. 

 It will have a socket for the Christmas lights, as will the lamppost on the Amble side of the Sun 
exit to enable better floodlights. Bills to be paid from the Parish’s lights budget. 

 Gate to North Pier by Golf club will be locked by Caravan Park manager who will retain the key. 

 Bus shelter work after discussions with Young’s will be restarted soon. 
 His priorities for LTP included a 20 mph speed limit through Warkworth and an upgrade of the 

back road from Guilden Road to Amble. 
 Car parking on the Braid as discussed recently is underway as is the repair of the road to 

Shorebase. 
 AONB parish representative candidates to be seen in early October.  

 
Councillor Dr Hobrough commented that he had asked the Chair to raise the issue of the lack of 
consultation regarding the new homes bonus with the new administration, and asked if this could be 
pursued with him. 
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with Chair Clerk 

 
78. Councillor Area Reports 
Councillor Cashmore – timber chalet next to the black bridge looked like it was being occupied 
permanently. 
Councillor Gibson – building site works remained a problem with parking difficulties, lorry traffic 
outside of the agreed times and ineffective road cleaning. The site manager had been spoken to but 
was unable to help. Councillor Dr Hobrough advised that the school were monitoring the lorry situation.     
Councillor Galilee – hedge cutting on the north side of the beach road had taken place and had left the 
hedge in a very untidy state. He had also spoken to the County Council as an individual about the 
possibility of having dropped kerbs installed on the west side of Castle St next to Topsy Turvy to no 
avail, and asked for Parish Council support on this. 
 

Agreed Action 
Hedge cutting issue and dropped kerbs 
issue to be pursued with NCC 

Clerk 
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Councillor Lilley – the issues he had raised before the last meeting i.e. the pile of logs next to the 
Castle, the steep path from the castle down to the river, and the large concrete pipe at the bottom of the 
hill to Coquet Lodge, all made the village generally untidy. 
 

Agreed Action 
Establish responsibility for cutting down the 
trees 

Clerk 

 
Councillor Elliott – commented on the poor state of repair of the roads and asked if the highways area 
manager could speak to the Parish Council about the method of repairing potholes and about the state 
of the roads left behind after work by utility companies. He also referred to coverage gaps by superfast 
broadband and the Clerk advised that this was one of the topics to be covered at the joint town and 
parish council meetings in October. 
 

Agreed Action 
Invite Highways Area Manager to speak to 
the Parish Council. 

Clerk 

 
Councillor Wilson – commented on the ongoing traffic problems in the village and the number of large 
lorries travelling through. 
 
79. Correspondence Received: 

 Joint Meeting with Northumberland County Council North Local Area Council – 19 October 2017 
 4th Annual Town and Parish Council Conference – 5 October 2017 
 Letter from the Cabinet Member for Environment and Local Services re LTP Priorities 
Letter from Highways England regarding preferred route for A1 dualling 
NALC training programme  
 

80.   Finance: 
 
a. Current Balance: £6512.07 Treasurers Account, £87,538.18 Instant Access Account as at 1 August 
2017 
 
b. Payments for Approval: 
 

412 Clerk Wages and expenses £287.14 
413 HMRC PAYE £52.20 
     
    
    

 
c. Receipts: 

 Christmas lights donation box  £38.50 
    
 

d. Updates 
Warkworth Memorial Hall Grant Application – on receipt of accounts and application form, the 
cheque for £500 had been sent.  

 
It was noted that Councillor Shepherd had resigned as Chair of the Finance Sub Committee. Cllr Dr 
Hobrough, as vice chair, agreed to chair the sub committee meeting in November. 
  

Agreed Action 
Item for next agenda to agree date of 
Finance Sub Committee to set precept. 

Clerk 
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81. Agenda Items: 
 
81.1: NCC – Local Transport Plan 2018-19 (deadline for priorities 30th September) 
 

Agreed Action 
Priorities:- 
(a) Pedestrian crossing and extension of 
footpath at Warkworth CE Primary School   
(b) Introduction of 20 mph speed limit 
through the village at the point of all 
entrances into the village 
(c) Upgrade of Guilden Road to the Hope 
Farm crossroads in light of the recent 
granting of planning permission for 500 
homes in Amble.  

Clerk 

 
81.2: Choice of Litter Bin at Rotary Way 
 

Agreed Action 
Purchase of aperture flaps for bins Clerk 

 
81.3: Letter template for responding to complaints 
This was supported subject to checking for accuracy by NCC’s Rights of Way team. 
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with NCC Rights of Way team Clerk 

 
81.4: Post Office Box for PC Use  
It was agreed that this was not needed as the Clerk’s contact details were already publicised.  
 
82.  Planning 

 
Planning applications to consider: 
17/02683/FUL Development of a proposed two storey dwelling house and garage/ Land North of 5 
Hermitage Drive, Warkworth, NE65 0XF - No objections 
17/03010/COU Change of use from garages to holiday cottage with minor alterations/ Garages 
Eastfield Hall, Eastfield, Northumberland – No objections 
17/03031/FUL Construction of new 2 bedroom holiday cottage and garage incorporating cycle and 
refuse store/ Eastfield Paddock, Eastfield, Morpeth, NE65 0YE – No objections 
17/03112/MISC Proposed BT Openreach Cabinet/ Land east of 10 Station Cottages, Warkworth, NE65 
0YH – This had been removed from the public access system. 
187/02769/FUL Improvement to surface of the north west area of the car park to provide access to 
Coquet Shorebase Trust. Works include partially overlaying the existing sub-base surface with 60mm 
depth of asphalt (AC14 close surface 100/150) for a distance approx. 80m x 5m wide. No change to 
parking bays - No objections 
17/03094/FUL and 17/03095/LBC Installation of new windows. Replacement of defective stonework 
and repoint the front of the property. Listed Building consent for same/ 10 Bridge Street, Warkworth, 
NE65 0XA – No objections 
17/03132/LBC Alterations including opening up between kitchen and family room; new door to garden 
from family room; additional bathroom and relocated stair to West range. Other like for like repairs to 
take place not subject to LBC/ Sturton Grange Farmhouse, Warkworth, NE65 0YB – No objections 
 
83.  Information Items 
The following information items were noted:  
 
83.1: NALC Enews 22 August 2017 
83.2: CAN ENews August 2017 
83.3: NALC Enews 29 August 2017 



WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 7 SEPTEMBER 2017 

6 

83.4: NALC Enews 5 September 2017 
 

84.  Items for next meeting 
Presentation on Neighbourhood Planning  

 
85.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 5 October 2017 at 6.30 pm.  
The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 

 

 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 

 
DATE……………………………………… 

 

 


