Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 14.12.16 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie (arrived at 8.20 pm)
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
PC A Teasdale (left the meeting at 7.10pm)
Three members of the Public.

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllr V Pagan and County Councillor G Sanderson.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th November 2016 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – None

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 11th
January and 8th February 2017.

5.

County Matters – The Chairman read an email from Cllr Sanderson containing the following
updates:
i.

ii.
iii.

6.

He had tabled 2 questions for NCC Full Council:
a) Concerns re the number of school places being available in Morpeth as a result of
new proposed housing developments.
b) The deployment of the NSRI Camera Van – concerns that it is being deployed in
areas where it is not necessary as opposed to those areas having speed related
accidents on the A697.
He continues to highlight the problems of grass verge cutting.
He is funding a defibrillator at Cambo, signage at Pigdon, contributing to anti-skid
resurfacing at Hartburn, contributing to a temporary bus shelter for Hepscott/Stobhill and
is hoping to get traffic calming at East Thirston.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
i.
ii.
iii.

Poaching continues to be a problem at Fieldhead with poachers driving through fields
and at gamekeepers and damaging crops.
A pig got loose from its pen and was on the A697.
The Village Shop had been broken into between the hours of 4.30 – 6.00 am. Several
items of spirits were taken.
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iv.

Residents were warned that incidents of purse snatching had taken place in Morpeth
Town Centre – handbags should be kept “zipped-up” at all times.
PC Teasdale left the meeting at this point 7.10 pm.

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for December 2016, totalling £1,480.47. Members also received a list of petty
cash payments from 1st April to 30th November.
7.2 Budget 2017/18 – Members approved the third draft of the 2017/18 Budget. The Clerk
reported that she had received correspondence from NCC stating that actual election costs
would be notified to the council in September 2017 in order that this amount can be included
within the 2018/19 budget process – she will therefore remove the £1,000 set aside in the
2017/18 budget. The Clerk will bring a final version to the next meeting in January for
endorsement.
The Clerk informed the meeting that she had received quotes for the mole catching service
and Archies Pond/Adamson Park maintenance which members accepted.
7.3 Members noted recent correspondence from NALC re the appointment of External Auditors for
2017/18 onwards.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
 The meeting was informed that an application had been received for the Golf Course, Linden
Hall (16/04109/FUL) and this was currently being circulated, and it was thought that there
would not be any objections to this application.
b) Planning Decisions:
 16/03517/FUL Land to North West of Smallburn Farm (steel framed portal building) – NCC
GRANTED permission
c) Pre-application Notifications: One notice had been received but was “closed-off” by NCC
– presumed withdrawn.
d) The meeting was informed that NCC had issued the 5 year Housing Supply Report at 5 pm
this afternoon using the “Liverpool method”.

8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Ford had received a quotation for the felling of trees on the Moor for £2,100 to £2,500
which was approved. The work could take between 5-6 weeks to complete.
The Clerk was asked to contact NCC Local Services to remove the residue of the bonfire
following the fly-tipping incident.
It was agreed to defer the idea of purchasing a quad bike until a later date.
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The Clerk informed the meeting that she had contacted the owners of High Barns regarding
the triangular piece of land on the western boundary of the Moor. This land was included on
their title deeds as it contained an artesian well to supply water to the property.
8.3

Village Play Areas – The Clerk reported that she was sourcing a training course for Mr Nisbet
to attend.

8.4 Allotments – nothing to report.
8.5 Plants & Flowers – nothing to report.
8.6

Village Maintenance Issues
i.
ii.

Cllr Ford is to chase up the work scheduled for the 2 trees at Whitegates.
It was agreed that the Clerk formulate a “welcome letter” from the Parish Council to be
issued to new residents in the village.

8.7 Longhorsley Tree – there is not an edition scheduled in January.
8.8 Donation Requests – It was agreed to give a £100 donation to the Great North Air Ambulance,
from S137 allocation in April 2017.

9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) East Road – Members approved the payment of legal fees amounting to £3,000 plus VAT
for the sale of the land. It was also agreed to remove this item from future agendas.
b) Reivers Gate – nothing to report.
c) South Road Development – the Heads of Terms are currently being circulated between
members.
Cllr Lowrie arrived at this point of the meeting 8.20 pm.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan informed the meeting that he has taken over as Chair of the NP Steering Group.
Good progress had been made at the NP workshop on 11th December. Items covered included
the results from the consultation held in the summer, changes/tweaks to the issues and
objectives, key scoping points and detailed actions.
Cllr Brannan had contacted Kirsten Francis at NCC regarding community asset registrations.
There is a need to issue a flyer to residents giving them an update on current thinking and the
proposed shape of the plan. Drop-in sessions were also proposed to look at topic areas and
gauge support.
Cllr Brannan is to meet with the consultant in early January.
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9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage. All 3 SID signs have now been installed.
9.4 Village Green Issues – The Clerk had received a reply from H Lancaster at NCC. The next
stage is for Ms Lancaster to prepare a report to NCC members stating our intention to formulate
a Scheme of Management.
9.5 Barbara’s Wood – Members unanimously agreed to proceed with the purchase of the
woodland at a cost of £55,000. The purchase will be completed prior to the Christmas break.
9.6 Local Council Elections May 2017 – The Clerk restated NCC’s intention to charge actual
costs incurred during the election process in 2018/19. She will also be attending a training
course for Clerks at NCC on 16th December.
10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Councillor Duties – Members approved the revised list of duties and added the responsibility
for Barbara’s Wood to Cllr Ford. The Clerk was asked to incorporate members and officers
contact details onto the document.
10.2 Planning Training Sessions – The meeting received and noted the joint report from Cllr
Brannan and the Clerk.

11.

Other Items for Information

11.1 The Clerk had circulated notes of the latest Parish Cluster Meeting held at Felton on 29th
November 2016.
11.2 The Clerk had circulated an update on the X14 bus service.

12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1

Members received the NCC Pre-Application Protocol correspondence. Concerns were raised
re the fact that strategic developers can declare certain issues as “confidential”. It was agreed
that Cllr Brannan would respond on behalf of the Council.
Concern was raised regarding heavy wagons mounting the path outside of the village shop
on the A697. This practice was blocking the view of drivers at the junction which was
considered as dangerous. The Clerk was asked to inform PC Teasdale in order to get her
views.
A1 Options Consultation – members unanimously agreed that the Green option was the best
solution.
Cllr Ford informed the meeting that 105 saplings had been planted.
Cllr Lowrie informed the meeting that a consultation regarding Morpeth Leisure Centre was
currently open.

12.2

12.3
12.4
12.5

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Tuesday 3rd January 2017
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