Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 11.01.17 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
County Councillor G Sanderson (left the meeting at 7.17pm)
Two members of the Public.

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllr V Pagan and PC Teasdale

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th December 2016 (which had been
previously circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – None

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 8th
February and 8th March 2017.

5.

County Matters – Cllr Sanderson gave the following updates:
i.

ii.
iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

East Road Diversion – the scheme is making good progress although the extent of the
planned works is still negotiable and some of the work may have to be deferred to later
in the year.
He has received some good, positive feedback about the installation of the new SID
signage.
NCC Budget – various meetings are planned for this month to discuss the NCC budget
with the final budget being set in February. He is hoping that the repair of potholes will
be seen as small schemes rather than reactive patching. Various schemes are still
included within the Local Transport Plan but this has not yet been approved i.e. Reivers
Gate Pedestrian Crossing.
He had received numerous reports of dog fouling issues in the village. NCC local services
operatives had reacted quickly to clean up the areas of concern. However, the identity
of the dog owner has not been established. Members were asked to notify NCC if they
become aware of the person responsible.
Both Cllr Sanderson and LPC members had received compliments about the lady running
the post office service in the village. Cllr Ford was asked to write an article for the next
issue of the Tree.
Cllr Sanderson had attended the recent Neighbourhood Planning workshop and was
pleased with the excellent progress being made.
Cllr Sanderson left the meeting at this point 7.17pm,
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6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
In PC Teasdale’s absence, the Chairman read out an email which she had provided:
i.
Reports of poaching have ceased over the Christmas period.
ii.
A quad bike and some diesel had been stolen in Stannington. Other sheds and
outhouses had also been broken into in the area. Residents are reminded to ensure
that all property is securely locked at all times with an alarm or security light, fitted if
possible.
iii. She has passed on our comments, about wagons parking outside the village shop, to
the traffic department for attention.

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for January 2017, totalling £61,550.44. Members also received a complete list
of all payments and income paid or received during the year, together with the bank statements
to the end of December for reconciliation purposes.
7.2 Budget 2017/18 – Members approved the final draft of the 2017/18 Budget noting the removal
of election costs. Members also noted that the 2016/17 outturn figures had been increased
due to the purchase of Barbara’s Wood and associated legal costs.
It was unanimously agreed to set a budget of £31,860 and a precept of £18,520. This
represents a 2.9% increase in precept over the previous four years. However, due to the
increased tax-base for those new properties in the parish, residents will see only a 2% increase
in the parish council tax payable.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
 16/04109/FUL Linden Hall Golf Course Extension – LPC had no objections to this
application but raised a concern about the access to the site re the busy road junction.
b) Planning Decisions: - none received.
c) Pre-application Notifications: 16/00484/PREAPP – The Clerk to inform NCC that LPC
wished to be involved in the process.
d) The meeting was informed that NCC had issued a Tree Preservation Order (17 of 2016)
regarding Land at Whitegates.
e) Planning Application Validation Checklist consultation – members agreed that Cllr Brannan
would respond on behalf of LPC.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Pringle has sourced a timber trailer to be used to remove the felled wood and leave it in
piles along the roadside of the track. This would be used instead of the purchase of a quad
bike which would have been costly and also difficult to house.
The Clerk informed the meeting that she had contacted NCC local services about the removal
of the residue from the recent fly tipping incident. Local services had contacted the
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enforcement officer involved in the case who believes that the clean-up of the residue is the
responsibility of the offender. Members will check the area before the next meeting of council
to ensure that the area is now in a tidy state.
8.3

Village Play Areas – nothing to report at this time.

8.4 Allotments – nothing to report.
8.5 Plants & Flowers – nothing to report.
8.6

Village Maintenance Issues
i.

Cllr Ford informed the meeting that the workmen have strimmed the hedgerow and an
ash tree has been pollarded.
ii. Cllr Pringle informed the meeting that several boards were now missing/broken at Archies
Pond and that he would ask P Latimer to carry out the repairs
iii. Leaves on footpaths at Whitegates were also reported as causing a problem – it was
agreed to ask J Patterson to look at this issue.
8.7 Longhorsley Tree – An article to inform residents about the recent acquisition of Barbara’s
Wood was requested.
8.8 Donation Requests – It was agreed to give a £50 donation to the Northumberland Theatre
Company (S137 allocation) but members did not approve any donation to Northumberland
CVA.

9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate – the scheme is progressing slowly.
c) South Road Development – the Heads of Terms were circulated to members. A meeting
was arranged for 12th January to discuss LPC’s comments including the preferred design
code. Members approved that Cllrs Elliott and Lowrie be given delegated responsibility to
attend the meeting on behalf of the council and that the final document be brought back to
full Council for endorsement,
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan gave a verbal update on the progress made to date:
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

Following the NP meeting held on 9th January, all members had been given a revised
copy of the Shaping Document for consideration.
Cllr Brannan had met with officers at NCC to discuss Asset Registration and a briefing
note had been circulated. It was recommended that 2 assets be registered and Cllr
Brannan will speak to the parties involved to explain the process.
A meeting with D English (NCC) had taken place in order to confirm the Housing
Requirement numbers.
It is envisaged that a consultation document will be issued at the end of January with
drop-in sessions taking place in February, in order to gauge community support.
The Clerk has applied for an extension to the NP grant funding which initially ran out at
the end of December. An extension to the end of March has been requested.
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9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage – nothing to report.
9.4 Village Green Issues – The Clerk had received a reply from H Lancaster at NCC requesting
that the council agree to pay the associated costs with regard to the issue of statutory notices
involved in the process of entering into a Scheme of Management - £500. Members agreed
to this request.
9.5 Barbara’s Wood – Members were informed that LPC took over the ownership of the wood on
23rd December. All title documents have now been received. It was agreed to ask the
community for suggestions as to the name of the area.
9.6 Local Council Elections May 2017 – The Clerk had circulated documents received from
NALC in regard to the timetable and procedures to be adopted for the election process,
including recommendations as to how to treat the Purdah period.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members received a copy of the draft welcome letter as prepared by the Clerk, which was
unanimously approved.
10.2 Members also received NALCs suggested revisions to the Model Code of Conduct.
10.3 Dog fouling issues had been discussed under item 5 (iv).
10.4 Members acknowledged the current problems of electricity supply failures in the village. It was
reported that everything now seems to be resolved and under control.

11.

Other Items for Information

11.1 The Clerk had received a copy of NCC’s Archaeology in Northumberland publication, which
was duly circulated.

12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1

Correspondence from NALC had been received requesting nominations to attend the Royal
Garden Party.
Letters of thanks are to be issued to those members of the public helping with the Christmas
Tree lights and beacon event.
Several potholes had appeared at the South-East corner of the village green.
The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Nisbet requesting him to look at the grit bins situated in
the village as several of them needed some minor repairs to enable lids to close correctly.

12.2
12.3
12.4

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 29th January 2017
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