Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 08.02.17 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie
V Pagan
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
County Councillor G Sanderson (left the meeting at 7.10pm)
PC A Teasdale (left the meeting at 7.20pm)
Five members of the Public.

1.

Apologies for Absence – All present

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2017 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – None

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 8th
March and 5th April 2017, reflecting the Easter holidays.

5.

County Matters – Cllr Sanderson gave the following updates:
i.
Cllr Sanderson informed the meeting that his email account had been hacked and a new
address had been issued.
ii.
NCC Budget – he was continuing to lobby to ensure that there were no proposed cuts to
highways maintenance budgets.
iii. He was continuing to investigate Morpeth school places and changes to catchment areas
due to the increased housing developments in Morpeth and the surrounding environs.
He was meeting with the Head of King Edward VI school to assess the situation.
iv. The deployment of the camera speed van was still being scrutinised and the current
Partnership arrangements were under review including recommendations to pull out of
the service. Everyone agreed that there should be a more concentrated effort on those
busy and dangerous roads, such as the A697, and not on those areas which were
considered to be a mere income generating exercise.
v.
There had been lots of bad feeling demonstrated about the cutting down of trees
surrounding County Hall as no-one had been informed of this work being carried out.
Work has now stopped in order for the Forestry Commission to review the situation.
vi. The recent planning application for the extension to the golf course at Linden Hall has
been modified and will probably be recommended for approval.
vii. Cllr Sanderson was thanked by a member of the public for sorting out the recent noise
problems re the burglar alarm at the Shoulder of Mutton.
Cllr Sanderson left the meeting at this point 7.10pm.
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6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
PC Teasdale gave the following update:
i.
There had been several thefts reported in the Morpeth area, with burglary of dwellings
increasing:
a. In Stannington there had been thefts from vehicles, sheds broken into and a
quad bike stolen.
b. A horsebox had also been stolen in the Longwitton area.
c. The nursery at Stannington had also been broken into.
d. Some garages in the Hepscott were broken into.
The public were reminded to ensure that all property is securely locked, and alarms and
wheel locks installed.
ii.
Reports had been received about people driving on fields, not necessarily poaching but
more of a rallying nature.
iii. Members were informed that dash-cam recorders are a useful tool to provide evidence.
PC Teasdale left the meeting at this point 7.20pm.

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for February 2017, totalling £4,354.68.
7.2 Budget Monitoring Statements to January – Members considered and approved the
financial statements to January 2017, noting that the overspend was with regard to the
purchase of Barbara’s Wood and associated legal costs. The Clerk highlighted that the grant
funding for the Moor had still not come through – she has been informed that problems with
the new computerised system at Natural England meant that payments had been delayed.
7.3 Internal Audit 2016/17 – members received and endorsed both a) Review of Internal Audit
and b) Internal Audit Checklist documents.
7.4 Annual Risk Assessment - members received and approved the Risk Assessment document
for 2016/17.
7.5 Asset Register – members considered the updated register, noting the increase in assets due
to the purchase of land at Barbara’s Wood and the purchase of the computer equipment which
had been funded by the Transparency Fund Grant.
7.6 Pensions Auto-Enrolment – The Clerk confirmed that she had received the relevant
paperwork, signed by the Chairman, with regards to auto-enrolment. She confirmed that she
does not wish to join a workplace pension scheme.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
• 16/0462/FUL 4 Whitegates – proposed rear and first floor extension – the council had no
objections to this application.
b) Planning Decisions: - none received.
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c) Pre-application Notifications: - none received.
d) Members received the correspondence from the Planning Inspectorate re Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and modifications made by NCC to the definitive map (No 13) re:
Restricted Byways No. 33.
e) Members received the correspondence from NCC regarding Pre-Application Advice
Protocols.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Pringle informed members that the scheduled Moor Committee had to be cancelled due to
illness – this committee meeting has now been rescheduled. He hopes that a Felling of Trees
Policy will be adopted at the next committee meeting.
Some damage has been reported at the kissing gate – prior to full repair being made, he agreed
to tie up the gate temporarily in order to make safe the area.
Members questioned the idea of a footpath/access being installed from the village to the Moor
– this issue to be investigated.
8.3

Barbara’s Wood
The Chairman and Clerk are in contact with the Forestry Commission and the Rural Payments
Agency in order to secure the succession of grant funding.
An email had been received congratulating the council on the purchase of the woodland, thus
securing the site in perpetuity.
Comments had been made about the recent plan/map of the area, which appeared in the
Tree, showing a footpath that does not exist – it was agreed to amend the plan/map. Mr
Etchells agreed to respond on behalf of the “Tree”.
Members raised the proposal of reinstating the footpath next to the woodland and Cllr Ford
agreed to find the necessary paperwork and review the process.
Cllr Ford informed the meeting that a sub-committee had been established and the first
meeting will take place on Friday 10th February. A representative from the Woodland Trust
will be visiting the area on 16th February.
The sub-committee will be reviewing the agreed schedule of works including tree planting. It
had been suggested that the PROW, the Causeway could be restored and conserved and the
entrance gate near the bus stop be replaced.

At this point, being 8.00 pm, the meeting was adjourned to allow public participation.
A member of the public raised the question as to why no children’s swings were provided in
either of the play areas. Members were minded to investigate the cost of provision of a junior
set of swings and associated resurfacing costs, together with a plan as to where they could be
safely accommodated.
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A member of the public thanked the Chairman for sorting out the recent problems with the
electricity supply.
The meeting resumed at 8.05 pm and continued in open session.

8.4

Village Play Areas – Mr Nisbet reported that he had repaired a hole in the surfacing at Church
View play area.

8.5 Allotments – The Clerk informed the meeting that Mr Woods had attended the meeting earlier
and had collected all of the rental income due for 2016/17. All of the allotments were now
occupied and there was no-one left on the waiting list.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – it was agreed to purchase 3 new planters each year, made from recycled
plastic, on a rolling programme for the next 3 years.
8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

vi.
vii.

8.8

The Chairman had asked J Patterson to remove the leaves from the footpath at
Whitegates.
The Clerk was asked to contact NCC about modifications to the footpath at the end of
Church View/Whitegates (behind no. 76 Church View). The area was susceptible to
flooding and a drain was needed
Mr Nisbet was asked to crown-lift the trees next to the football field.
Mr Nisbet was also asked to sort-out the ivy problem on the trees next to the A697.
The Chairman had been approached by the occupier of the Old-School House about
cutting back an overgrown holly tree. As this property is located within the conservation
area, the occupier will be informed that he needs to contact the NCC Conservation
Officer.
Mr Nisbet had inspected the grit bins around the village and had made some repairs. All
of the bins had been topped-up with grit by NCC.
An email had been received giving compliments about the resurfacing at the Haining. It
was agreed to send T Fish a copy of the email.

Longhorsley Tree – An article to inform residents about who to contact to be put onto the
waiting list for an allotment.

8.9 Donation Requests – None received.

9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate – The Chairman is to remind the developer about the introduction of a tree
belt and play area.
c) South Road Development – the Chairman and Vice-Chair are to provide a written response
regarding recent negotiations.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan gave a verbal update on the progress made to date:
i.

The “Shaping” document and stakeholder’s letters have been delivered.
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ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

Cllr Brannan has obtained printed maps, showing the parish boundary and green belt, to
be used at the drop-in sessions.
He has obtained vouchers from the Shoulder of Mutton, the village shop and hairdressers
to be used for the prize draw.
He has contacted the Shoulder of Mutton with regard to the Asset Registration protocols
and is still investigating the ownership of the Village Hall.
The next meeting of the Steering Group will take place on 15th February, the week prior
to the consultation events.
Members considered and approved the revised Terms of Reference for the Steering
Group.

9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage – nothing to report.
9.4 Village Green Issues – NCC is still progressing the issue of the Scheme of Management.
9.5 Local Council Elections May 2017 – The Clerk agreed to chase up application packs at NCC.
9.6 Welcome Letters – The Clerk informed the meeting that letters had been sent to properties at
numbers 2 - 7 and 9 – 11 Wilding Place. Mr Etchells to inform the Clerk of any new occupants.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members received a copy of the Terms and Conditions as to the use of the NALC website
portal, and agreed acceptance.
10.2 Trimming of tree on land south of the Old-School House – please see item 8.7 (v) above.
10.3 An email was received from a resident congratulating the council on the resurfacing of the
Haining footpath. The resident asked for other additional areas to be covered. Members
agreed to look into this issue.
10.4 Members acknowledged the current problems of electricity supply failures in the village. It was
reported that everything may now be resolved and under control and that the power company
are being responsive to calls about problems.

11.

Other Items for Information

11.1 The Clerk has received responses from Groundwork and Tesco about recent grant funding
applications for Barbara’s Wood and the replacement of the MUGA surfacing – both
applications have been turned down.

12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

The meeting closed at 8.53 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 26th February 2017
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