Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 08.03.17 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
PC A Teasdale (7.28 pm to 7.45pm)
Three members of the Public.

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Pagan and County Cllr Sanderson.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th February 2017 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – None.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 5th April,
Annual Parish Meeting 10th May and the LPC Annual Meeting of Council 17th May 2017.

5.

County Matters – The Chairman read out an update provided by Cllr Sanderson:
i.
NCC’s Core Strategy is progressing to the next stage.
ii.
NCC Budget had been agreed at their February meeting.
iii. Locally, the strengthening, drainage and patching on the East Road is complete and the
surface dressing will be done in May.
iv. Some pothole filling on the Smallburn Road has been carried out with the Muckley road
due to be done later this week.
v.
A larger scheme to reinstate verges and carry out drainage and patching is due to be
done on the Beaconhill to Stanton road.
vi. Members raised the issue of flooding on the A697. The Clerk was asked to inform NCC
Highways that flooding is occurring on the A697, going south out of the village, between
the bus stop and the bridge. Flooding appears to be the result of blocked drains
vii. Cllr Pringle highlighted that the camera van had once again been deployed in the Fullbeck
area of Morpeth.

6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
PC Teasdale gave the following update:
i.
ii.

Things have been a little quieter in our area of late.
A knife had been found in a hedge on East Road – this could have been left by poachers
as several butchered deer have been found. Joint police operations are taking place over
night.
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iii.
iv.

Several reports have been made re door to door salesmen being out and about in the
area and they can sometimes be aggressive.
Horse boxes and trailers continue to be at high risk of being stolen with one recently being
stolen from the Acklington Mart. The public are once again reminded to use crime
prevention tools to secure equipment.

PC Teasdale left the meeting at this point 7.45pm.
7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for March (1) 2017, totalling £2,339.93. The Clerk informed the meeting that
another listing for March will be prepared later in the month so as to include all payments
relating to the financial year end.
7.2 Budget Monitoring Statements to January – The Clerk highlighted that the grant funding
for the Moor had still not come through – she has been informed that problems with the new
computerised system at Natural England meant that payments had been delayed and that a
dual use error message had been flagged-up. The Clerk together with Cllr Pringle are working
with Natural England to progress this issue.
Members considered and approved the financial statements to February 2017, noting that the
overspend was with regard to the purchase of Barbara’s Wood and associated legal costs, and
that the budget had been managed in a fiscally prudent manner throughout the financial year.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
• 17/00593/TREECA – Land South West of the Old School House – crown reduction of one
holly tree – members had no objections to this application.
• 16/04109/FUL – Linden Hall Golf Course Extension – members had no objections to this
revised application.
b) Planning Decisions: -16/04621/FUL 4 Whitegates – proposed rear and first floor extension
– NCC Granted permission.
c) Pre-application Notifications: - the Chairman had spoken to the case officer regarding the
proposal that had been notified.

8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Pringle informed members that a meeting of the Moor Committee had taken place on 23rd
February, and the following issues had been discussed:
i. Sheep grazing – sheep are currently being sourced and will be kept in the small field
before being transferred onto the moor. A new gate and fencing will be required to keep
the animals safe – the quotation received for £582 was agreed.
ii. Better access to water for livestock, in the vicinity of the old mine workings is required.
iii. Piri-piri will need respraying at the beginning of April.
iv. Several trees have been felled and the wood will be offered to parishioners.
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v. Heather burning can take place up until 15th April and LPC are top of the list for a Fire
Brigade training exercise.
vi. The birch saplings will be cut back.
vii.Cllr Ford agreed to send the Clerk a copy of the minutes taken at the committee which
will be included within the Council minutes.
8.3

Barbara’s Wood
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

A meeting of the committee had reviewed the agreed schedule of works as required.
Several surveys will be undertaken including services, birds and bats.
An advisor from the Woodland Trust had visited the wood and thought that it was a
lovely area and had been quite impressed.
Tim Fish had spoken to a member of Groundwork to find out if they had the manpower
and equipment to mow the area.
Tree planting had taken place on Sunday 6th March with 14 volunteers together with
Tim and Penny planting 200 trees within 2 hours.
An Easter event is planned to enable trees to be checked and guards removed –
volunteers are required.

Members considered the name of the wood and those suggestions received.
unanimously agreed to rename the area “The Old Church Wood”.

It was

It was also agreed that Cllr Ford take forward the issue of enabling/restoring a circular walk as
a permissive path.

No issues were raised during the public participation time-slot.

8.4

Village Play Areas – Mr Nisbet reported that the signage in the play parks required updating
as the previous Clerk’s details were still being used. He had obtained a quote for wooden
posts to repair fencing of £150 and members agreed for Mr Nisbet to carry out this work.

8.5 Allotments – nothing to report.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – The Clerk had ordered the 3 planters as per the previous meeting, but
required a delivery address. Cllr Lowrie suggested that delivery could be made to his business
premises and this was agreed by members.
8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.

ii.

8.8

Members considered the issue of Tree Maintenance as highlighted in recent NALC
articles. It was agreed that a condition survey of those trees in high risk areas, i.e. those
which could fall onto a main road, be undertaken. The Chairman agreed to contact Town
& Country Tree Surgeons to seek advice.
The Clerk was asked to contact JP Garden Services in order to get the path between
Church View and Whitegates cleared.

Longhorsley Tree – Cllr Ford to write an article about the Old Church Wood and the Clerk to
write an article about the Annual Parish Meeting.

8.9 Donation Requests – It was agreed to donate £50 to the Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering
Committee (S137 monies).
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9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate – The Chairman is to pursue outstanding issues with the developer.
c) South Road Development – the Vice-Chair highlighted an issue of underground cabling
which is included on title deeds of the area.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan gave a verbal update on the progress made to date:
i.
ii.
iii.

iv.

25 people attended the 2 consultation sessions held on 22nd February and 30 completed
feedback forms had been returned.
Cllr Brannan is to meet with the Head of Strategic Policy at NCC later this month.
It is envisaged that the draft Neighbourhood Plan will be completed by the end of May. It
will be distributed during June with feedback being taken during June and July with a final
face to face consultation event taking place on Village Day on 15th July.
Village Hall – The Clerk was asked to review all documents and prepare a report for
Council.

9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage – nothing to report.
9.4 Village Green Issues – The Clerk was asked to chase-up NCC as to the progress of the
Scheme of Management. The question as to whether or not it was legal to transplant
snowdrops from one section of the VG to another was raised.
9.5 Local Council Elections May 2017 – The Clerk had provided members with application
packs.
9.6 Welcome Letters – The Clerk informed the meeting that letters had been sent to properties at
numbers 8 and 12-19 Wilding Place.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members considered a request to install additional signage in the layby near the village shop.
It was agreed not to put in any additional signage as members did not wish to spoil the vista of
the Village Green.

11.

Other Items for Information

11.1 The Clerk produced the latest edition of the City and County publication from the
Northumberland & Newcastle Society for members perusal
11.2 The Clerk informed members that she would be taking annual leave from Friday 17 th March
until Friday 24th March.
11.3 The Clerk had received copies of the Northumberland Residents Festival leaflets together with
Election posters for the noticeboards.
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12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1

Survey forms regarding play parks had been placed in the Village Hall. The Clerk informed
the meeting that NCC were currently conducting a survey of all play facilities within the county.
Change of Parish/Ward Boundaries – members had no comments to be made on this subject
as the proposed changes did not affect Longhorsley.
The Clerk was asked to organise the printing of an additional 100 copies of both the Moor
and Village Trail leaflets.

12.2
12.3

The meeting closed at 9.11 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 26th March 2017
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Longhorsley Parish Council – Barbara’s Wood Committee
Minutes of first meeting 10/2/17
Present:

Penny Ford
Tim Fish
Glyn Scott
Andrew Brunt

Parish Council
NCC countryside officer and resident
Local History Society and resident
Bird expert and resident

The meeting opened with a review of the paperwork involved (EWGS, schedule of work and
map).
The priority is the purchase and planting of 200 trees in the first quarter of this year.

(PF)

Community assistance will be sought for planting the trees, possibly half term week, beginning
20th February.
Contractors should be engaged for inter row mowing and for any large-scale planting.
It was agreed that as much information as possible be gained about the site over this year.
This will include:
Services plan (e.g. for site of sewer pipes)
(TF)
Condition of PROW across field
Map of field to show position of trees, scrub and ground conditions
(TF/GS)
Assessment of current trees for viability, need for guards
Suitable route for a mown path around the site
Bat survey
(TF)
Bird territory map and species using site
(AB)
Lichen survey
(GS)
Botanic survey
(P&A Fisher)
Records of any previous archaeological surveys
(GS)
Historical records and maps of site
(GS/WR)
Future actions could include : mown path (avoiding good wildlife habitat), improve and restore
PROW and replace kissing gate at northern end, improvement of path beside bus stop,
information boards, welcome sign and raise awareness of removing dog waste as this is a
community site, archaeological test pits and metal detector survey, information leaflet.
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Longhorsley Parish Council - Moor Management Committee Meeting
Minutes of 23rd February 2017
Present: David Pringle (chair), Penny Ford, John Thompson, Kevin Monaghan, Steve Comber
Apologies: Kevin Woods, Mike Oliver
Matters Arising:
1. Sheep grazing – SC, sheep available; licence required to move them on and off the moor,
could be licenced to JT. The sheep will need to be kept in the small field by High Barns
farm to become accustomed to the moor for approx. 3 weeks and moved off the moor at the
end of the summer. Some of the fencing will need replacing around the field and all the
fencing adjacent to the A697 will need checking.
SC suggested cattle grazing would be beneficial, but JT had had problems with poaching
recently.
JT and KM also suggested that a water source at the north end near the old mine workings
could be cleared and fenced to provide a safe water supply for any sheep and cattle.
It was agreed that the fencing work should be carried out, SC will arrange licence with JT
and then sheep to be procured.
2. Piri Piri present throughout the quarry and around the edge was sprayed at the end of
2016; it will need checking for regrowth this Spring and respraying as required.
3. Timber: trees to the north of the farm track were felled in December 2016 and stumps
treated with animal friendly product (very good job by Jimmy Foggon). It had been agreed
that the wood would be offered to parishioners and that, to ensure there is an orderly and
supervised system of collection, those interested should register with DP and be given a
time to go and collect the timber. John Patterson has a quad bike and low pressure loader
for moving the timber if required, but it was felt people should collect the timber from fell
sites where possible. Another area of timber to the south of the farm track will be marked
ready for felling in the autumn.
4. Heather: burning can be carried out from mid-November to 1st April and committee agreed
that the Fire Brigade should be contacted asap to arrange burning of prearranged areas.
5. Bracken spraying needs to be arranged for July August
6. Shooting on the edge of the moor; letter has been sent to person responsible to ensure it
does not happen again. (Long standing problem)
ACTIONS: DP to contact Fire Brigade, book bracken spraying and arrange fencing check
and repair.
PF to check for Piri Piri and liaise with DP for respraying
KM and others to visit moor to mark trees for felling
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