Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 05.04.17 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
K Foreman
T Lowrie
V Pagan
D Pringle
Clerk G Turner
Cllr

G Sanderson

Three members of the Public.
1.

Apologies for Absence – PC Teasdale.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th March 2017 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and signed.

3.

Declaration of Interest – None.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be Annual
Parish Meeting 10th May, LPC Annual Meeting of Council 17th May and LPC Council Meeting
14th June 2017..

5.

County Matters – Cllr Sanderson gave the following update:
i.
Following the dissolution of the NSRI Partnership (Speed Monitoring), Cllr Sanderson
requested that the budget be used wisely.
ii.
He had put forward 2 questions at the NCC Council Meeting:
a. Why had NCC not taken out the appropriate tree felling licence before felling the trees
on the County Hall site? The Forestry Commission has instructed NCC to replant
300 trees with the possibility of a financial penalty too.
b. He requested information about the 10 year projected figures for school places in
Morpeth schools. Due to the number of new housing developments in the Morpeth
area this is now an urgent issue and policies must be formulated and shared with
residents in the area. He had been informed that there are changes being proposed
to the catchment area i.e. children must have lived within the catchment area for 2
years before being given a place. This poses the question as to which school children
from the new housing developments will attend. He had been assured that a written
answer to his question will be given.
iii. Locally, the Smallburn, Muckley Road and East Road schemes had been marked out
ready for patching and work should be completed later this month.
iv. The Clerk agreed to remind Cllr Sanderson of the problem encountered on the Smallburn
Road, 300 yards south of the village, near the natural ford, where it is thought the drains
running under the highways are blocked.
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As the local elections would take place prior to the next meeting, he thanked councillors
for their help and assistance over the last 4 years. Members also thanked him for his
continued support of the Village and wished him success for the future.
Cllr Sanderson left the meeting at this point 7.19 pm

6.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
In PC Teasdale’s absence, the Chairman read out an email received:
i.
Break-ins to sheds and outhouses across the area continue to be reported. The sawmill
at Wallington Hall was broken into and completely emptied of gardening tools and
equipment. She reminded everyone to lock-up sheds/outhouses and not to leave items
lying around.
ii.
There have been diesel thefts from vehicles in the Hadston area where offenders
attended premises on numerous occasions.
iii. Poaching continues to be an issue but again she advises not to confront them or chase
vehicles, but to get registration numbers and report them to the police.

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list to 31st March (2) 2017, totalling £1,184.11.
7.2 Budget Monitoring Statements to March – The Clerk highlighted that the grant funding for
the Moor had still not come through – she has been informed that problems with the new
computerised system at Natural England meant that payments had been delayed and that a
dual use error message had been flagged-up. The Clerk met with agents from Strutt & Parker
in order to formulate an agreement between the Council and J Thompson to alleviate the “dual
use” situation.
Members considered and approved the financial statements to March 2017.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications – none received during this period.
b) Planning Decisions: -17/00593/TREECA Crown reduction to Holly Tree – NCC GRANTED
permission.
c) Pre-application Notifications: - none received during this period.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
i.
Cllr Pringle informed members that the next meeting of the Moor Committee would take
place on 18th April.
ii.
Spraying of the piri-piri would take place at the end of April.
iii. The proposed “heather burn” scheduled for the 31st March by the Fire Rescue Service
was cancelled due to bad weather.
iv. The birch seedings have been chopped-back.
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v.

8.3

The timber collection announcement will be in the next edition of the Tree ready for
collection in June.

The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood)
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Two quotes to mow between the rows of trees have been received – the Clerk was
asked to obtain another quote from a local contractor.
Two events have been organised to take place on 18th / 19th April between 10 -12 am.
Volunteers were needed to inspect/remove tree guards.
Cllr Ford had identified funding (up to £250) through Love Northumberland which could
be used for wood signage.
The Clerk informed the meeting that the necessary claim forms had been finally sent
to the Forestry Commission in readiness for the 2017 grant funding.

No issues were raised during the public participation time-slot.

8.4

Village Play Areas – Mr Nisbet reported that he had asked the local school to survey the
children as to what they liked/disliked about the village play areas.
i.
In Church View - there were no swings and the fencing was poor.
ii.
In Adamson Park – there were no swings, they would like a new climbing frame and a
sandpit.
Mr Nisbet had obtained one quote for swings and was asked to obtain 2 others, The Clerk
was asked to contact the Wingates Windfarm Grants Officer to see if any funding could be
made available,

8.5 Allotments – A request to install a polytunnel on plot no. 4 was approved by members.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – The Clerk had ordered the 3 planters as per the previous meeting and
delivery had been arranged.
8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.

T&CTS had met with the Chairman in order to assess what was required to carry out a
survey on the condition of trees in the area. Members approved the sum of £250 to carry
out the survey and to formulate any recommendations and actions necessary.
ii. It was agreed that those members available together with the Clerk meet at 6.15pm on
17th May to inspect the trees in the village.
iii. It was also agreed that the Clerk formulate a draft Tree Policy in order to set out
maintenance issues coming out of the survey and also to have a policy on where
members of the public could plant trees on public land.
8.8

Longhorsley Tree – Cllr Pringle to write an article about the collection of timber on the Moor,
the Clerk to write an article about the Annual Parish Meeting.

8.9

Donation Requests – It was agreed to donate £50 to HospiceCare North Northumberland
(S137 monies).
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9 Items Carried Forward
9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate – The Chairman had met with the developer to discuss where a play area
could be installed on the site. Cllr Foreman raised the issue of some of the verges around
the site are still in need of attention/making good. The meeting was informed that this would
be included in the last phase of works on the site.
b) South Road Development – negotiations are on-going.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan gave a verbal update on the progress made to date:
i.
ii.
iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

The NP Steering Group met on 17th March to discuss the feedback received from the
February consultation event. The results of which will be publicised later this month.
The split of actions had now been finalised with P Biggers doing the policies and Cllr
Brannan doing the word document.
Cllr Brannan had met with the officer responsible for affordable housing, after feedback
from some residents suggested that there is a need for starter homes for young people
and homes for those older people downsizing.
Cllr Brannan had also met with D Cooper from Two Castles Housing who said that there
had been a problem letting the 6 affordable bungalows on the new Reivers Gate site. She
believed that the main problem was in the way the advertising/marketing of the properties
had been handled.
Cllr Brannan had also met with J Sanderson (NCC) re the Local Plan/Core Strategy in
connection with the proposed boundaries. NCC confirmed that there were no changes
being made.
The Draft Plan is progressing and should be ready for the 3 rd week in April – volunteers
to review the draft are required.

Members thanked Cllr Brannan for all of his hard work and commitment in getting the NP to
this stage.
9.3 Village Signage including entrance sign into village (coming from the north), speeding
signs, bus stop signs, cemetery signage – nothing to report.
9.4 Village Green Issues – The Clerk confirmed that she had received an email from NCC stating
that the issue of a Scheme of Management was progressing and delegated powers had been
requested by their lead officer.
9.5 Local Council Elections May 2017 – The Clerk had informed members by email earlier in the
day that the Parish of Longhorsley was an uncontested election and all 7 nominations had
been successful.
9.6 Welcome Letters – The Clerk informed the meeting that no letters had been sent to properties
during this period.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members considered a request to plant a tree in the green at Whitegates. This issue will be
taken into account when the policy in item 8.7 (iii) above is formulated.

4|Page

10.2 Members discussed the issue of social/affordable housing in the village. The Clerk will place
application packs into the Village Hall for residents’ information and a feature will be included
within the Tree.
10.3 Members were informed that after investigation, the reintroduction of a field path from Paxton
Dene Road is not possible.
10.4 Members discussed the format of the Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for 9 th May. Along
with the usual content of the Chairman’s address and the Clerks final accounts, a presentation
regarding the purchase of the Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood) will be given.

11.

Other Items for Information – there was nothing to report.

12.

Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)

12.1

Members discussed an email received from a resident complaining about speeding on the
East Road. The Chairman will inform the resident about the 3 new recently installed SID
signs, which have significantly aided speed reduction in the Village. The Clerk was also
asked to request that the voluntary speed monitoring group be deployed in that area.

.

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 7th May 2017
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