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Chairman’s Report and Review of the Year 2016/17 

At the local elections held on 4th May 2017, all 7 councillors were returned unopposed.  Our 

thanks go to ex-councillor Marti Holland who left the council during the summer of 2016. Marti 

undertook many duties within the village, particularly anything associated with Health and 

Safety issues, such as the play areas.  In order to carry out those functions, the council 

appointed a Village Maintenance person, and Mark Nisbet was duly appointed. 

Paul Brannan was co-opted onto the council when Marti Holland stood down, and has been 

elected in his own right at the recent election.  Cllr Brannan has taken over the role as Chair of 

the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and his report will be discussed later. 

The council continues to manage and maintain Archies Pond, Adamson Park, Church View 

play area, the MUGA, allotments, planters and flowers. Our thanks also go to Kevin Woods for 

his consistent had work and dedication to the village in particular his work at the allotments 

and flower arrangements. 

Our main spending this year was on the purchase of Barbara’s Wood, now known as The Old 

Church Wood. Cllr Ford will tell us more about the work carried out later in the meeting.  The 

council believed that the purchase of the woodland would be an excellent asset for the village, 

whilst at the same time, protecting the land and the village from further development. 

The council is also pursuing with Northumberland County Council, a Scheme of Management 

for the Village Green.  This will enable the council to have greater freedoms in determining 

what can or cannot be done with areas of the Village Green. 

The Council continues to provide assistance to voluntary organisations/charities in the form of 

grants and donations. During the year, we made donations to the Great North Ambulance 

Service, Village Day, Community Action Northumberland, Northumberland Touring Theatre 

and Morpeth Gathering – all of which make a significant contribution to the wellbeing of the 

parish. 

In December 2016, the Parish Award was presented to Mary Stephenson in recognition of her 

important and valued contribution to the life of the village. Mary’s commitment to the village, 

for example her dedication and ongoing work with the Church and also her work supporting 

the elderly and indeed anyone else who needs help and assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Our thanks go to Glen Sanderson, our County Councillor, for his continued efforts at County 

Council level to ensure issues from the Parish Council get the best possible attention.  We also 

benefit greatly from the funding he is able to provide for projects around the village each year, 

which we would be unable to undertake from our own resources.  During 2016/17 Glen funded 

the installation of the 3 new speeding signs, which have proved to be very successful. 

Longhorsley benefits enormously from having such a comprehensive newsletter and 

breaking news facility.  Our thanks go to Alan and Sue Etchells and their support team for all 

of their hard work in maintaining such high standards. 
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Moor Report by Cllr David Pringle 

 

Last year’s report concluded by saying we had 

applied to join a higher level of stewardship 

which was eventually granted.  With it came a 

new man from Natural England, Steve Pullan.  

Members of the working group met him, 

accompanied by two of his trainees, on the 

SSSI part of the Moor.  This meeting proved to 

be beneficial to both parties, particularly 

Natural England who admired and 

photographed the bridges we now have on the 

designated trail. 

They emphasised using a camera to record 

before and after individual projects.  In previous years, we had fallen behind with regards to 

timber removal.  However, this has now been addressed and free timber is available to 

parishioners by appointment. 

Piri-piri weed has invaded the quarry and has now received an Autumn and Spring spray.  

Hopefully we were early enough to stop it spreading to other areas.  Bracken and birch saplings 

continue to need controlling. 

With the latter in mind, we and the Fire Brigade, once again were hopeful of having a heather 

burn.  On March 30th, we topped their list and were enthusiastically ready to go on March 31st.  

However, overnight the wind became too strong and we had to abandon yet again as April 1st 

is the cut-off date for lowland heath. 

The working group has plans to introduce approximately 20 scavenging Soay sheep who are 

easy-care, not requiring shearing, and will compliment the work of the ponies.  Good fencing 

will be of paramount importance.  John Thompson has access to a few hardy cattle to add 

when ground conditions allow. 

Finally, I would like to thank the working group for their enthusiasm this past year. 
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The Old Church Wood Report by Cllr Penny Ford 

 

The Parish Council acquired the field and new 

wood in December 2016. 

A small working group has been set up to look 

after the wood and members are Penny Ford, 

Tim Fish, Glyn Scott and Andrew Brunt. 

After seeking opinions from the Parish, the 

wood has been renamed Old Church Wood to 

better reflect its surroundings. 

There is a schedule of work to be completed 

throughout the year. 

On Sunday March 5th 16 volunteers planted 200 new saplings in 2 hours, many thanks to all 

who came to help. 

We have obtained quotes for a contractor to mow between the rows of trees and to mow an 

undulating path around the field to give people a more varied route to walk and see the trees. 

The trees also need spot weeding and the guards checking and there have been 2 tree 

tending events so far with 9 volunteers at the first and 8 at the second, more will be organised 

throughout the year. 

Andrew Brunt is doing a survey of the birds in the field and surrounds. 

The field and wood should be a big asset to the village. 
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Neighbourhood Plan Report by Cllr Paul Brannan 

Thanks to the continued 

participation of the people of the 

parish and some sustained effort 

from councillors and those guiding 

and supporting them, the Plan has 

made good progress over the 

year. 

Councillor Brannan took over the 

chairmanship of the steering group in the autumn. He has a keen interest in development 

planning and is able to commit the significant amount of time that the plan needs at this stage 

of its life. 

The steering group felt that it was important to validate some of the key elements of the plan 

with parishioners before producing the version which would go out to consultation. To that end, 

a briefing paper was produced and distributed, in February, to all of those living in the parish 

as well as a few interested parties from outside of it. Feedback was collected on line, via paper 

forms and through a couple of drop in sessions in St Helen’s church. 

All of the feedback was analysed and some 75 distinct points were found to have been made. 

A response to these points was published with the May edition of the Tree. Unfortunately, it 

was too large to publish to everyone in paper form and so was made available on line and via 

a limited number of paper copies at the Village Hall. The steering group is very grateful for all 

of the feedback and it is being used to put the final shape to the plan and the associated 

Community Action Proposals.  

The next step in the process of achieving the plan is to publish a version known as the Pre- 

Submission draft.  We are planning to make this available for comment in early June, via the 

Tree web site and through a limited number of paper copies in mid-June. The consultation 

process will last six weeks and, as well as parishioners, a number of external statutory bodies 

will be asked to review and comment upon it. Once again, we will be asking parishioners for 

their help in ensuring that the plan fully reflects their wishes. This feedback will not only help to 

sharpen up the plan before submission but also demonstrates to the examiners that the plan 

is representative of the views of the local people.  

With your help and support we hope to be able to submit the plan to Northumberland County 

Council for their inspection during July. 
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Finance Report by the Clerk 

Un-Audited Accounts 2016/17 
The accounts are currently being examined by the Internal Auditor, Gary Kennedy, before 

being presented to the Parish Council Annual Meeting for approval on 17th May. 

Income was slightly down year on year, mainly due to the problems DEFRA was having with 

the new computer system paying out grants re the moor. 

The main reason for the increase in payments was due to the purchase of Barbara’s Wood 

(£55,000). 

The council is now paying all invoices electronically via the BACS payment system.  This new 

procedure is working well, with suppliers being paid much more quickly and efficiently. 

 

 


