Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 14.03.18 – The Church Room – 7.00pm
Present

Cllrs: I Elliott (Chairman)
P Brannan
P Ford
T Lowrie
V Pagan
D Pringle

Clerk G Turner

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllrs K Foreman, County Councillor G Sanderson, PC Teasdale,
W Gunn and Editorial Board of the Tree (A and S Etchells).

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st February, 2018 (which had been previously
circulated) were approved, and duly signed.

3.

Declaration of Interests – None.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be 11h
April (Parish Council Meeting), 16th May (Parish Council Annual Meeting) and 23rd May (Annual
Parish Meeting) 2018.

5.

County Matters
In Cllr Sanderson’s absence the Chairman read out an email he provided:
•
•

•

6.

All are very appreciative of the way that front line staff, contractors, farmers and
volunteers handled snow clearing during the recent period of bad weather.
The weather has left a problem of potholes and road damage. NCC will be asking the
government for additional funding to help cover the cost of purchasing additional salt
and increased working hours, not only to cover the snow clearance but also the problem
of flooding which followed.
He confirmed that the Herons Close flooding issue had been reported and was in the
system.

Update from PC Andrea Teasdale
In PC Teasdale’s absence the Chairman read out an email she provided:
•
•
•

Due to the period of bad weather the reports of poaching had subsided.
A battery had been stolen from the O2 mast at Fieldhead.
The police cadets were out on Friday evening asking residents to complete a
questionnaire about policing in rural areas.
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7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list for March 2018, totalling £839.58.
7.2 Income and Expenditure list to date – Members considered and noted the documents.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Review of Planning Applications:
The Case Officer for the Kirkup’s Corner application had confirmed that this application is still
pending and awaiting information from the applicants’ agent.
b) Planning Decisions: - None
c) Pre-application Notifications: - Communications installation (box/mast) – the Chairman had
spoken to the consultants regarding the positioning of the mast. The Clerk was asked to
contact NCC to find out how high the new lampposts were in the centre of the Village.
8.2 Moor Management Scheme
Cllr Pringle gave the following update:
i.
He and Cllr Ford had met with a representative from the Fire Rescue Service regarding
setting a date for a heather burn. However, the north side of the Moor is currently very
wet and boggy.
ii.
The meeting was informed that the signage at the entrance to the Moor had still not been
repaired – the Clerk was asked to contact the supplier.
8.3 The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood)
Cllr Ford gave the following update:
i.
The wooden sign is currently being made.
ii.
200 trees have been ordered and received in readiness for the tree planting event on
17th March. The associated stakes have been placed in the ground so that volunteers
know where to plant. Publicity about the event has been placed around the Village, on
the website and also in the Tree (breaking news).
iii.
The proposal for an area of community orchard is being looked into and a local cider
making group might be interested.
iv.
The Clerk informed the meeting that once the wooden sign was installed she would
complete the final claim for Wingates Funding.
8.4 Village Play Areas –
The Clerk had left several messages by voicemail and email with the officer from NCC
regarding the necessary repairs to wooden equipment in Adamson Park. No response has
been received.
8.5 Allotments – nothing to report.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – the planters had been ordered and delivery was expected in early April.
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8.7

Village Maintenance Issues
i.

ii.
iii.
iv.

v.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Members had considered the suggestion of extending the yellow lines/parking restrictions
at Drummonds Close junction. It was agreed that no action be taken at this time. The
Clerk was asked to contact the school in order to remind parents to take care when
parking up on West Road and Drummonds Close areas.
Cllr Lowrie is to contact the occupier of 4 Normandy Terrace to discuss repairs to the
Village Green.
Cllrs Brannan, Ford and Pringle are to meet at Archies Pond in order to assess what
refurbishment/repairs are required before a proposal is put forward for funding.
The Clerk was asked to contact NCC School Transport section to find out why school
children are being picked up opposite the Village shop. Members believed that in the
past the children were picked up on the West Road beside Stephenson’s garage, where
the buses turn around.
Members identified a site for the litter bin to be placed at Wilding Place – on the green
beside the lamppost.
Cllr Pringle raised the issue of some gulley’s being blocked – Mr Gunn be asked to rakeout debris.
The kerbing between the bins and the Village Hall needs to be painted to highlight the
kerbs to members of the public – Mr Gunn be asked to undertake this work.
The Clerk was asked to contact Northumbria Water to gain feedback on the recent
sewage problem on the East Road (11th March) near manhole number 8702.

8.8 New Website
Members considered various organisations requesting links to be placed on our website to
theirs. Members agreed that pages of links are not necessary and could be restrictive rather
than informative.
Cllr Brannan highlighted that he had received a spam email recently, saying that our account
had been updated, which he believed could be a possible virus/threat. Members were warned
about not opening suspicious emails and to be on their guard.
8.9 Longhorsley Tree – The Clerk to write articles about the tree planting event, Annual Parish
Meeting and new planters.
8.10 Donation Requests – none received.

9

Items Carried Forward

9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) Reivers Gate/Wilding Place – ongoing.
b) South Road Development –ongoing.
c) East Road Development – ongoing.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning
Cllr Brannan informed the meeting that confirmation had been received from the examiner that
all of the necessary documents had been received. The examiner had undertaken a site visit
to Longhorsley in order to familiarise himself with the environs.
A letter has been received asking for clarification on 2 issues re affordable housing policies.
The Clerk was asked to contact NCC for feedback regarding recent correspondence for the
identification of new sites, to find out if any new sites had been put forward for Longhorsley.
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9.3 Village Green Issues – ongoing.
9.4 Welcome Letters – No new letters issued this month.

10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 A1 roadworks – the Chairman reported receiving an apology from Highways England about
the lack of consultation. He was informed that temporary pedestrian crossings would be in
operation on the A697 and West Road during the diversion period.
10.2 The Chairman and Cllr Brannan, had met with an officer from NCC to discuss the entrance
and signage at the Old Church. The meeting was favourable with NCC agreeing that some
improvements could be made, for example erecting a sign, removing double white line
markings and extending the 30-mph limit further south. The Parish Council would be
responsible for organising T&CTS to clear vegetation in order to improve visibility, repositioning
of the wooden gate and to improve the “throat” of the junction including fencing improvements.

11.

Other Items for Information.

11.1 Members received the latest edition of the Northumberland & Newcastle Society February
newsletter.

12. Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)
Nothing reported.

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

Items for the next agenda to the Clerk by COB Sunday 1st April, 2018
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