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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 5 April 2018. 
 
Present:  Cllrs J. Watson (in the Chair), S. Black, R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. 
Hobrough, J. Lilley, M. Shepherd and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
Approximately 6 members of the public were present 

       

 
184.  Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded about the invite from NCC to update their DOIs and to notify the Clerk of any 
changes if they had not already done so.    
 
185. Broadband Update  
Nathan Fuller, Support Officer - ICT, from NCC was in attendance.   
 
Nathan reported that the main issue in the area was that cabinet 8 (located on Morwick Road with the 
Castle in the background) was full due to a high take up of services, so no further connections could be 
made. However, additional capacity should be sorted by the end of April. Low Buston was now live (and 
able to order Fibre to the Premise (FTTP)). Eastfield was expected to be live later this year (by 
December at the latest). Areas which were live had really good take up. Morwick was the main problem 
area and members/public were urged to get in touch with Nathan to discuss solutions. This area had 
not come back into the Council’s deployment plan. There could be options for funding help, but the 
community needed to identify it as a need. 
 
There was also a slight issue with slow speeds in the Watershaugh Road area which was being 
investigated. 
  
Cllr Elliott raised the Brotherswick/Sturton Grange area. Nathan agreed to take details from Cllr Elliott, 
investigate further and update him on the situation. 
  
The Chair thanked Nathan for attending. 
 
186. Public Questions   
 
Mr R. Farrall reported that following the discussion at the last meeting regarding Mill Walk footpath, a 
group was in the process of being formed and discussions had been held with Tony Derbyshire at NCC 
about working with the Council to clear the obstruction. He appreciated the Parish Council’s support 
which had been expressed at the last meeting, but noted that public notice had now been given of a 
temporary closure of the footpath until October. The Chair reported that the recent, unsanctioned 
clearance work had exposed the full extent of the damage, and he had been advised by footpath 
officers that the footpath would be temporarily closed on safety grounds as the path was not safe in its 
current condition, and he hoped that this closure would be respected as there had been some reports of 
trespass. He advised that consideration was being given to the relocation of the Parish Council’s seat, 
in view of the likelihood of an extended period of closure. There was some concern from the public that 
the closure was unnecessary, however, the Chair reiterated that this had not been the Parish Council’s 
decision, nor had they been consulted on the closure as it was not required.  
 
187. Minutes of the Meeting held 15 March 2018  
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair.   
 
188.  Matters Arising 
No matters were raised.  
 
189. Standing Items  
189.1 St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
It was noted that three tenders had been received by the deadline.  
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189.2 Speeding Restriction on Beal Bank 
Members were advised that the signs were due to be put in place imminently, weather permitting. 
 
190. Tender for the Grass Cutting Contract  
Further to the decision at the last meeting, the Chair reported that the detail of the contract had been 
considered further, and the tenderer had submitted a revised and lower tender which was much closer 
to the Parish Council’s budget whilst still meeting its specification.  In light of this, members agreed that 
the tender from Northumberland County Council, should be accepted and the contract awarded 
accordingly.  
 
In response to a query about weed spraying on Castle Street, it was agreed that this be raised with 
NCC.  
 

Agreed Action 

Three year contract for grass cutting 2018-
20 be awarded to Northumberland County 
Council. 
Query regarding weed spraying on Castle 
Street be raised with NCC. 

Clerk 

 
191. Birling Access Road  
 
The Chair advised that he had had further discussion with Northumberland Estates.  This followed the 
concerns expressed some months ago by Birling residents regarding the condition and use of the road 
from the A1068 through to the Beach Road, their rights and through traffic.  The Chair and Vice Chair 
had explored these issues with Northumberland Estates and had been told that action would be taken 
to prevent non-residents' vehicles using this private road from the A1068, but allowing access from the 
Beach Road into the Parish Council's car park.  This would involve the installation of a gate to the north 
of the car park and Northumberland Estates now wished to have confirmation of support for such action 
by the Parish Council. It was agreed to support this action. 
 

Agreed Action 

 Letter to Northumberland Estates  Clerk/Chair 

 
Further to the discussion at the last meeting regarding the resurfacing of the Beach Road car park, a 
quotation would be submitted by NCC in writing for consideration.  
 
192. Northumberland Local Plan Interactive Spatial Survey – Consultation 
Any views on preferred locations for housing and employment development and key planning issues to 
be submitted to the Clerk.  
 
193. Update on Traffic Management Plan  
 

Agreed Action 

 Pursue with Dan Fraser at NCC Clerk 

 
194. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk including tree planting 
The Chair referred to the most recent correspondence from Northumbrian Water Ltd (NWL) which 
advised that the revetment work was not needed as the risk to the pumping station had now been found 
to be lower than originally  envisaged, and therefore was no longer of concern to NWL. The view of 
Northumberland Estates remained that NWL should buy the land in question or indemnify them against 
all future erosion liability. 
 
Members were concerned about this change in approach and felt that NWL should be requested to 
provide detail of the study work carried out at the time, and the risk assessment of that study, as had 
been requested originally.  
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Agreed Action 

Request to NWL as detailed above Clerk 

 
Councillor Black updated members on the replacement planting plan, which amounted to 14 trees and 
some shrubs. She was to see Ian Davison shortly to discuss the proposals on location.   
 
195. Cussins Development  
Members discussed the most recent developments, including the correspondence with Anne-Marie 
Trevelyan and the County Council, and the continued destruction of wildlife corridor. Members were 
very concerned about the lack of enforcement by the County Council and the fact that no consultation 
had yet taken place with the Parish Council on a revised plan as promised. Despite some birds already 
nesting, some of the hedgerow had been dug up and replanted about a metre away from the boundary. 
What remained of the original planting, which had been done by Mr David Lillie (present at the 
meeting), was considered to be unsuitable to sustain or support any wildlife or nesting birds. A letter 
from the Chief Executive at NCC to Anne Marie Trevelyan, which had been shared with Mrs Lowther, 
advised that the original plan had not been correct in identifying the location and extent of the existing 
hedgerows and it was felt that NCC needed to take some responsibility for this. Members were deeply 
concerned that no enforcement action had been taken against Cussins, who had admitted that they 
were in the wrong, and urged that this should occur as early as possible.    
 

Agreed Action 

Clerk to draft response to NCC on behalf of 
the Chair setting out the Parish Council’s 
concerns as detailed above and including 
photographic evidence.  

Clerk 

 
196. Preparation for Neighbourhood Plan   
Councillor Black reported back on a recent meeting at Amble TC, and detailed the responses to some 
questions which members had raised. Bill Batey, Alnwick Town Clerk, had reported on the experience 
of the recent Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan, which had cost around £50,000. Members had 
been informed of an ongoing planning appeal, which if successful, would mean that neighbourhood 
plans had no teeth. 
 
Cllr Lilley felt there was a lack of clarity about the relationship between neighbourhood and local plans, 
and which would take precedence in the event of conflict.   
 
Members felt that, at this stage, there was insufficient information to make a firm decision and that the 
result of the planning appeal should be awaited. It was also noted that Amble TC was still undecided. 
 
197. Councillor Area Reports  
 
Councillor Black – the recent litterpick had been very successful. An area remained down to the 
Guildens which Cllr Gibson said he would do. Also, the tarmacking of Morwick Gardens was now 
complete.  
 
Councillor Dr Hobrough – The Stanners was in a mess following the NWL works. Cllr Galilee advised 
that he was speaking to NWL about getting that done as part of the reinstatement.   
 
Councillor Shepherd – reported on the poor state of the pavement from the top of Beal Bank to the 
Sun Hotel which she felt was dangerous particularly for those with mobility problems and needed 
addressing as a priority. The Chair advised that pavement repairs would not be done until the light 
replacement programme was completed, which for Warkworth was June/July. 
 
198. County Councillor Report 
Councillor Watson reported:- 

 There was a proposal for 200 houses on the Guilden’s Road where it met the Acklington Road, 
which the Parish Council may get consulted on. He was not in support of it.  
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 Arrangements were being made with Rob Collin for the removal of the Magna Carta for storage 
until a more permanent location was identified. It was noted that the History Society planned to 
purchase a facsimile of the Magna Carta for display in the church in the same place.  

 
199.  Planning 
199.1  Planning Applications 
 
18/00946/FUL Proposed infill addition to form attic accommodation to rear of Coquet Lodge, Warkworth 
- No objections 
 
18/00983/FUL Proposal to demolish existing rear kitchen and conservatory; construction of rear 
extension to include kitchen/dining area and utility room/ 19 The Butts, Warkworth - No objections 
 

Agreed Action 

Submit responses to the applications as 
detailed above. 

Clerk 

 
200. Finance: 
200.1. Current Balance: £25,892.01 Treasurers Account, £87,567.44 Instant Access Account as at 29 
March 2018 
 
200.2. The following payments were approved:  
 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
Mar 2018 

£279.34 

 HMRC PAYE £59.40 

 TP Jones Payroll Services Jan 
to Mar 2018 

£57.60 

 
200.3 Receipts: 
 

21.03.18 HMRC VAT repayment £3,610.45 

09.03.18 TSB Interest £3.36 

 
200.4 Annual Audit 
Members were advised that the submission deadline date was 11 June 2018. The exercise of public 
rights began on 2 July 2018 until 13 July 2018. It was agreed that a meeting of the Finance Sub 
Committee take place before the accounts were presented to the next Parish Council meeting for 
approval and sign off.  
 
201. Correspondence Received 
201.1  NCC Civic Head Concert Tickets 27 April 2018 
201.2  Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter Jan-Feb 2018 
201.3  Letters of thanks from Warkworth PCC, Alnwick Playhouse and Arts Centre and The Pelican for 
PC contributions 
201.4 A request had been received from from Amble Town Council for permission to use an area of 
the Braid as part of an event to mark the end of the First World War. This would be for a public 
fireworks display after the lighting of the beacon. This was agreed.  
 
202. Information Items 
The following information items were noted: 
 
202.1: NALC ENews 13 March 2018 
202.2: NALC ENews 20 March 2018 
202.3: NALC ENews 27 March 2018 
202.4: CAN News March 2018 
 
203. Items for next meeting 

 Car parking 
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204. Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 3 May 2018 (annual meeting).  
 
205. Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
RESOLVED that under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following matter as it involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act 
(information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
Authority)). 
 
Tender for St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
 
Three tenders had been received and were opened and registered. They would be evaluated in 
accordance with the Parish Council’s previous decision.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.25 pm. 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


