
WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 2 August 2018 

1 

 
At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 2 August 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, M. Shepherd and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
6 members of the public were present 

  
 
64.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Gibson, Dr Hobrough, Lilley and Watson. 
 
65. Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Galilee advised that he would be asking about the Christmas light switch on as a business 
owner in the village.  
 
66. Public Questions 
Mr P. Atkinson advised the Parish Council that the Chair of the Mill Walk Footpath Group had written to 
the County Council asking that the footpath be cleared to the required 2m width as it was now very 
overgrown. 
 
Mrs A. Johnston raised a number of issues of concern about the current planning application for new 
holiday accommodation at Lingfield Close, Warkworth:- 
 

 A number of neighbouring premises had not received notification of the application. This was 
disputed by NCC Planning, which was of concern.  

 The applicant was reportedly claiming that the application was agreed already which was 
causing a lot of angst. 

 The application was small scale but would have a big impact on residents, and the policies 
relevant to this infill development needed to be referred to by NCC such as the guidance for 
small scale development.  

 She asked that the PC pass on these comments to NCC in their consideration of the 
application  

Members agreed that this would be done and that a Committee date be sought by the Clerk.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as indicated above Clerk 

 
Mr J. Heir commended the Parish Council on the sign which had just been erected at The Stanners 
requesting visitors to respect the village, which he felt was a good message. However, as the only 
permanent resident on The Stanners, he reported that there were regular problems with overnight 
camper vans that had no appreciation of how to respect the location. The other problem was that too 
many vehicles were parking on The Stanners making it dangerous for both pedestrians and vehicles. 
Recently, a van with a very long trailer full of kayaks, totally unsuitable for the location, had parked up 
amongst the trees. He felt there was a need to prevent vehicular access to the tree area by camper 
vans, though access would still be needed by grass cutters and refuse collectors. He suggested that 
some physical barriers such as memorial benches or trees, would limit the worst of the problems. 
Members noted that there were a number of different kayak groups which used the area, but that the 
purpose built ramp provided by the Parish Council was not being used. Members agreed that some 
action needed to be taken and that consideration be given to some design proposals at the next 
meeting.  
 

Agreed Action 
Item for next meeting Clerk 
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67. Application for Financial Support – Coquet Community Trust 
Dr Paul Creighton was in attendance and provided some background on how the previous grant had 
been spent. He detailed how the costs of the project, which was quite labour intensive, were made up,  
and the amount of public support there was for the work which had already been done. There was an 
increasing interest county-wide in the expansion of wildflowers on roadside verges, including from the 
AONB. Other sources of funding were also being sought, and two previous funders had encouraged the 
Trust to reapply for further funding.  
 
Members agreed that support of £1,250 be provided  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as indicated above Clerk 

 
 
68. Minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 
69. Matters Arising 
The Chair reported that the Brownlow seat had now been picked up for refurbishment and repair and 
should be relocated to its new position on the Mill Walk soon.  
 
It was noted that the road marking re-painting had not yet been done. The Clerk was to follow this up. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as indicated above Clerk 

 
 
70. Standing Items  
70.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Cllr Galilee reported that he had just received the construction phase plan from HPR. Work was due to 
start on 20 August and he had asked for a one-page phased plan which could be displayed on the 
noticeboard. Four parking spaces closest to the church wall would be lost during the construction/repair 
works.  
 
70.2 Car Parking 
A date of 20 September 2018 had been suggested for the public consultation event. Members felt that 
notification letters should be circulated widely throughout the village, and not jus t to those in the very 
centre, or those immediately affected. It was also suggested that notice of the event be included on the 
PC’s website and noticeboard, and that it be highlighted with The Pelican.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as indicated above Clerk 

 
As part of the general car parking issue, and further to the issue raised by Mr Heir earlier, the Chair 
reported a suggestion from Cllr Watson that consideration be given to the erection of a small fence on 
the river side of The Stanners to prevent cars being parked right up to the riverbank. Members agreed 
that the area was in danger of becoming a nothing more than a car park and that some measures might 
be appropriate. It was agreed that this be considered at the next meeting.   
 

Agreed Action 
Include as item for next agenda  Clerk 

 
 
71. Street Lighting Update  
The Chair reported that some details had finally been received from NCC on costs of the heritage 
lighting scheme in the village, together with a layout plan. Two designs had been quoted for – one for a 
smaller column of 5m in height which meant that more columns were needed to achieve acceptable 



WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 2 August 2018 

3 

lighting levels, the other for higher, but fewer, columns which matched the existing columns on Dial 
Place. The cost of the first option was £16,300. The cost of the second was £27,300.  
 
Members felt that the new lights should be consistent with those already in Dial Place and that the style 
of replacement lighting was an important decision for the long-term appearance of Castle Street.  
Further detail should be sought regarding the breakdown of costs from NCC. It was noted that Cllr 
Watson had made an approach to Northern Powergrid for funding and it was suggested that NCC be 
asked if the cost could be spread over two financial years, and whether there was any funding available 
from them for the project. Other potential sources should also be investigated. Agreed that Option 2 be 
supported, subject to sufficient funding being available from external sources, the local county councillor 
and the parish council. 
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to investigate potential sources of 
funding and obtain further details from NCC 
regarding costs. 

Clerk 

 
 
72. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk including tree planting, 
proposed letter to NWL and email from cottage owner 
The Chair set out the background to the re-siting of the tree, which had been the subject of an email 
complaint from a cottage owner at The Stanners. Following an objection from the cottage owner, the 
tree had been re-sited by Bentley’s to replace a knocked-down tree at The Stanners, but unfortunately 
this was with a group of memorial trees placed there by local residents, and this had caused great  
concern. The Chair had visited the residents and explained the situation, and it was now understood 
that this had been a genuine mistake. The residents had suggested that a small memorial plaque on 
their trees might be appropriate and were supportive of the idea of partial fencing.  
 
Members noted the email from the cottage owner and asked that the Clerk provide a response setting 
out the Parish Council’s position.  
 
Regarding the planting programme, the Chair advised that the shrubs had now been planted along 
Monks Walk but the quality was a little questionable, and the dry weather hadn’t helped. However, there 
was a twelve month guarantee on the planting.  
 
Members agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to NWL for their management of the project at 
The Stanners and Monks Walk. 
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to respond as above. Clerk 

 
 
73. Cussins Wildlife Corridor 
The Chair advised that she and Cllr Dr Hobrough had attended the North Northumberland Local Area 
Council on 19 July when the revised planting plan had been the subject of a long and detailed 
discussion. They had made their points within the allocated time of five minutes, which had been met 
with a lot of sympathy by Committee members, who had supported the Parish Council in bringing 
forward their valid concerns. Every member of the Committee who had supported the recommendation 
to approve had stated that they were doing so reluctantly. The variation had been approved by 4 votes 
to 2, with 2 abstentions.   
 
74. Local Transport Plan 2019-20 
The Parish Council were invited to determine their top three highways and transport priority issues for 
2019-20. These were agreed as:- 
 

(1) Traffic calming on upper Morwick Road 
(2) Pedestrian crossing and footway extension, Warkworth Primary School  
(3) Traffic study at Beal Bank junction to improve road safety  

 



WARKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – 2 August 2018 

4 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to advise NCC as above. Clerk 

 
 
75. Use of Shed at Beach Road Football Field 
The Chair reported a request to use a dilapidated shed for tractor storage. However, members were of 
the opinion that the shed was not on Parish Council land, and was in fact on land owned by 
Northumberland Estates, and agreed that they should be informed of this. 
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to respond as above. Clerk 

 
 
76. Travellers’ Encampment on The Braid  
Members noted that the recent encampment had been swiftly responded to, though despite the best 
efforts of NCC to minimise the mess, a lot had still been left. Members agreed that the GRT officer at 
NCC should be thanked for his efforts. 
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to respond as above. Clerk 

 
 
77. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 
Cllr Cashmore: Following the ROSPA annual inspection, he had looked at the issue which had been raised 
but, as nothing had changed, he was unsure what the issue was. However, he would pay another visit. He 
did highlight the fencing around the SUDs pond and the action planned by Cussins to wire the bottom 
section. It was agreed that this should be pursued with Cussins.   
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to respond as above. Clerk 

 
Cllr Shepherd: The Woodlands path looked much better but the adjacent fence, which the Parish Council 
had erected, was in need of repair. It was agreed that a quote for some maintenance work be sought. 
 . 
Cllr Galilee: The proposed height restriction barrier at the Beach Road car park could possibly also be 
needed at The Stanners. It was noted that the car park was being used more and that there had been a 
number of complaints from residents about overnight campers and the amount of mess they were leaving 
behind, including human waste hazardous to health. Advice was being sought from NCC about the suitability 
of the barrier design. 
 
Cllr Wilson: The disabled bays at The Stanners were being misused and the residents’ only signs were also 
too small. It was felt that these issues would be picked up by the traffic management plan.  
 
Cllr Black: A complaint had been received about the state of the grass in the cemetery and the accessibility 
of the paths. The south west corner of the cemetery, beyond the chapel, was a particular problem as this had 
been identified in the grass cutting contract as an area not in regular use. It was agreed that this be raised 
with NCC.  
 

Agreed Action 
Clerk to action the points as detailed above.  Clerk 

  
 
78. County Councillor Report 
In addition to those items already mentioned, the Chair advised that Cllr Watson had requested a sign 
at the bottom of Beal Bank, suggested wording “Give Way 100 yards”. 
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79. Planning:  
79.1  Planning applications to consider: 
18/02299/VARYCO Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) pursuant to planning permission 
14/00620/FULES to allow a minor material amendment to the approved layout/ Coquet View Caravan 
Park, Warkworth. 
It was noted that an objection had been made from a resident of Helsay Manor Farm. Members felt that 
the plans for the traffic would not work and that a proper footpath with a kerb was required. It was 
agreed that a response be made as follows:- 
 
“The change from "new footpath, together with associated drainage & street lighting" to "a footpath 
together with associated informal drainage" is not acceptable especially as the proposed construction 
method has not been specified. The footpath needs to be correctly constructed to the relevant 
applicable standards, complete with drainage & street lighting. The statement that the character of 
Beach Road will not be changed from rural to urban must also be challenged as the character of the 
rural field will be changed by all the caravans. If this condition is discharged by such a flimsy proposal 
the footpath will conceivably be a trail of tarmac through the grass”. 
 
18/02658/FELTPO Tree Preservation Order application to remove deadwood and crown thin various 
trees (oak, lime and sycamore) by approximately 20% and fell 2no yew trees/ Church Side, Station 
Road, Warkworth – No objections 
 
79.2 Responses already submitted 
18/02110/FUL Proposed new holiday accommodation/ Land south of Lingfield Close, Warkworth (see 
also Minute No. 66). 
Agreed that the objection already submitted be confirmed. This was available on the NCC planning 
portal.  
 
79.3 Outcomes of recent planning applications 
Noted.  
 
80. Finance: 
80.1  Current Balances £58,619.36 Treasurers Account, £87,578.48 Instant Access Account as at 1 

July 2018 
 
80.2 Payments for Approval: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
July 2018 

£267.53 

 HMRC PAYE £54.60 
 Zurich Municipal  Annual Insurance 

Premium 
£523.62 

 TP Jones Payroll April – June 
2018 

£57.60 

 Steve Thirlwell PC Seat maintenance £1926.000 
 Smiths Signs  Defibrillator signs £63.28 

 
8.3  Receipts: 

10.06.18 TSB Interest £3.72 
09.07.18 Warkworth PO and village store 

light collection box 
Christmas lights £40.00 

13.07.18 Inner Wheel of Amble and 
Warkworth 

Contribution towards 
Christmas lights 

£50.00 

 
Letters of thanks had been sent to Warkworth Village Store and to Inner Wheel.  
 

81.  Correspondence Received: 
  81.1: A1 Morpeth to Felton Consultation 

 The Clerk apologised that due to a mix up with deadlines, she had missed the date for 
submission of comments to the Highways Agency in support of Amble Town Council. Members 
had supported the comments of Amble Town Council, and Cllr Horn was present to explain the 
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reasoning behind Amble TC’s view. The main points were that the Fenrother junction should be 
relocated 2 miles north at Causey Bridge, or if this could not happen, then the new bridge over 
the A1 near Causey Bridge should be upgraded to a junction.  

 
 81.2: Northumberland Local Plan: Regulation 18 Draft Plan Consultation 

  81.3: Northumberland County Council Statement of Principles 2019-22 
81.4: Request to display poster on Parish Council noticeboard 
It was agreed that:- 
 
(a) the following principles apply in respect of requests to display posters on the Parish Council 

noticeboard:- 
 Posters will be restricted to events or activities within the Parish or bordering parishes. 
 A5 paper copies should be supplied. 
 Responsibility for removal of the poster after the event lies with the organiser.  

 A final decision lies with the Chair. 
 

(b) these principles be highlighted with The Pelican, and displayed on the Parish Council 
noticeboard and website. 

 
81.5: Letter of thanks from Warkworth CE Primary School  
81.6: Letter from Age Concern re financial support – Noted. 
81.7: The Chair reported back on a number of issues:- 

81.7.1: She had had a useful conversation with Mr Stuart Tilley of Warkworth Water 
Treatment Works following residents’ concerns regarding the number of tankers from the 
pumping station. The silver coloured Northumbrian Water tankers carry clean water to Wooler 
and some of the Border towns whose mini bore holes fail to meet demand; other tankers 
remove dirty water and sludge during upgrading of the sludge compressor which should be 
completed in about a month; and approximately 3 tankers per week bring in chemicals. An 
invitation to members to visit the plant had been made and a date would be set up for this.  

 
81.7.2: A complaint had been made by a resident about trees in the churchyard 

scratching his car. This was being dealt with by the Chair. 
81.7.3: After some discussion, members agreed that the Christmas light switch on would 

take place on Friday 23 November 2018. 
81.7.4: A constructive meeting had taken place between the Chair, Cllr Galilee and some 

Birling residents regarding the access road to the rear of their properties. Residents were not 
against a gate across the road in principle, on condition that they had keys and that a route for 
cyclists and pedestrians was maintained. The following actions had been agreed:- 

 
 Northumberland Estates: 
 Further talks would be held with Northumberland Estates (NE) about consultation with 

residents. 

 NE to be asked if they had given the caravan site owners a right of access along this road, 
as had been claimed by a driver bringing in a large caravan. 

 NE to be asked to explain to residents how gating the road would affect their rights of 
access. 

 NE to be asked to provide keys for residents if a gate was installed. 
 

Northumberland County Council:  
 The PC to find out from NCC if they are intending to improve  the cycle route along the road 

following survey work last year. 

 NCC to be asked to deal with the problem of the dumping of human waste in the car park. 
 NCC to  be asked to cut back overhanging trees on the Beach Road bank to allow access 

by larger vehicles.  
  
 Parish Council: 
 The PC to discuss appropriate signage at each end of the Birling road. Suggestions were for 

2 signs:   “Private road – Residents only” 
      “Unsuitable for Motor Vehicles”  
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This wording was thought appropriate but would need to be discussed with NE who would be 
responsible for erecting any signage.It was suggested that a meeting with NE next would be 
beneficial.  
With respect to the Parish Council’s car parks, members queried whether any disclaimers for 
liability were needed for anyone using the car parks and it was agreed that the Clerk would 
seek advice on this from NCC.   
 
Agreed Action 
Clerk to pursue as above. Clerk 

 
    

82.  Information Items: 
82.1: NALC ENews 3 July 2018 
82.2: NALC ENews 10 July 2018 
82.3: NALC ENews  17 July 2018 
82.4: NALC ENews 24 July 2018 
82.5 AONB Report dated 8 July 2018 
82.6: Joint NCC/Town and Parish Councils Meetings Oct 2018 

 
 

83. Items for next meeting 

 Vehicular access to The Stanners 
 Height restrictive barriers to Beach Road car park 

 
 

84. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Thursday, 6 September 2018 at 6.30 pm.  Apologies were submitted by Cllr Shepherd. It was 
agreed that an August meeting date would be included in the timetable for next year, and could 
be dispensed with if not needed.   
 

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


