                Subject to ratification by the Parish Council


OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 14th May 2018 at 7.10
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Bailey, and Gilfillan, County Councillor Quinn (in part), 2 residents and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1762: To elect the Chairman of Council:  Cllr Gilfillan proposed, and Cllr Bailey seconded Cllr Pescod who was duly elected Chair.
1763:  Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Smith and Pigg both offered their apologies.
1764:  To elect the Vice-chair of Council: Cllr Gilfillan proposed, and Cllr Pescod seconded, Cllr Bailey who was duly elected vice-chair of Council. 
1765: County Councillors report: County Cllr Quinn reported on a number of issues including free school transport for over 16’s which will continue; proposed closure of schools is at a minimum county-wide and did not involve Bywell ward; potholes were gradually being attended to and NCC now had a new machine specifically for potholes. She also asked if the village sign in Ovington (which had been reported at the last meeting) had been repaired as she had not been able to locate it. This was at the entrance to Ovington on the West Road - Cllr Gilfillan was unsure but will report back.

Cllr Pescod thanked County Cllr Quinn who left the meeting at 7.15pm
1766:  Declarations of Acceptance of Office: The Clerk advised these were not required.

1767: To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th March 2018: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.
1768: Matters Arising.  
i) Traffic issues: The Clerk had received notice from County Council that two areas of “surface dressing” was scheduled – one for the road to Bywell and the other on the C254 road to the A69 junction. A date had not yet been agreed for either but the Clerk was asked to contact NCC specifically about the latter, that when carrying out the works, to also look at the verges particularly on the west side of the road which has raised some concerns.
ii) Siting of two dog bins: Cllr Bailey had ordered two new bins which were to be sited in the village. It was agreed that one should be next to the gate in the south-east corner of the field by the club. Another bin will be placed by the village green. Cllr Gilfillan suggested the existing bins be reviewed as some may not be in the best positions. Cllr Bailey also suggested putting dog poo bags by the bins. The Clerk confirmed NCC will empty the bins but she needed to know their exact locations to she can advise the relevant department.
iii) Defibrillator: This was now in place and Cllr Smith and a resident, Barbara Goodfellow, were the named contacts who would also complete a weekly audit. The Clerk confirmed training had been organised for Saturday 19th May – she had received about 15 responses. Cllr Gilfillan said a further notice was being prepared to remind residents about the session.

iv) General Data Protection Regulations: New regulations were coming into force from 25th May but as a small Parish Council, Ovington, held very little personal data. Advice received from NALC was that an amendment to the bill had been proposed which would remove the need for parish councils to have a data protection officer. One of the main areas for consideration for Ovington was to ensure emails were deleted once the query had been dealt with and this was for the Cllrs as well as the Clerk. Cllr Pescod stated that following guidance received from NALC, it was noted that it was unlikely that a data protection officer was required and suggested that the Parish Council await further notification. Until then, he was satisfied the issue was not going to be a concern.
1769: To nominate Council’s representatives on other bodies:

(a) Ovingham Joint Burial Committee – Cllrs Pescod and Bailey
(b) Ovington Community Group – Cllr Gilfillan
(c) East Tynedale Parish & Town Council Forum – Cllrs Smith & Pescod
1770: Planning Applications: 18/00474/Ful – 19 Springfield– to construct porch to front of property, removal of garage door, new window, shower room etc: Granted
18/00698/COU – Eastcot –change of use of land from commercial to domestic with boundary fence – Granted

17/04476/OUT – outline planning permission for 1 dwelling at Overdene Access Road - granted
18/00732/Ful – Wellburn Care Home – amended application for siting of bio mass boiler. The new proposed siting was further away from the residential houses and Cllr Smith has agreed to look at the plans on his return.
1771: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 14 May



£12.00
          Ovington Social Club (room hire for defibrillator training)

£12.00

          M Davenport (Sal & exp Jan – March 2018)


£307.08

          P Bailey (2 dog bins)





£135.00

          Best Electrical (fitting defibrillator)



£216.00

          Cardioproof (defibrillator & cabinet)



£1100.00

          F Swindale – hedge work @ joiners bank)



£145.00
          N’land & Newcastle Society (annual subs)



£30.00

1772: Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2017/2018:
(i) To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal 

       Auditor: - No concerns raised

(ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement:- Agreed and approved

(iii)  To approve the draft annual accounts for 2017/2018:- Agreed and approved

(iv)  To approve the accounting statement and explanation of variances:- Agreed and approved

(v) To confirm and approve the Certificate of exemption: Confirmed and approved

The Clerk briefly explained that as both income and expenditure was below the £25,000 threshold, a certificate of exemption was required. As far as Ovington was concerned, the figures were £6053 and £6930 respectively. The end of year balance had reduced by about £900 which was primarily due to the purchase of the defibrillator. Details of the accounts will be made available on the website and are available to electors on request.
1773: To consider renewal for Insurance: This had been received and circulated by the Clerk. The premium was £546.61 which included cover for the ride on mower and automatically included cover for the defibrillator. All other aspects of the schedule were the same as previous years including public liability insurance etc. The renewal was unanimously agreed.
1774: To consider any matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting: Following the query raised by a resident, the Cllrs felt that now the village green was a secure and safe area, that should be the main area for children to play. However, the grassed area on Springfield/The Green was a difficult area to monitor in that the Cllrs could only advise although Cllr Gilfillan pointed out that the area in question must not have originally been designated as a play area. Cllr Pescod suggested that the area will continue to be reviewed when the Cllrs do their regular site visits and could be raised in the next newsletter.

1775: Village Environment: Cllr Gilfillan reported that he had received complaints about grass cuttings being dumped on the land behind Springfield. Cllr Bailey will have a quiet word with residents.  Cllr Gilfillan had also been approached with concerns about speeding vehicles on Coal Lane and wondered if “slow down” notices could be put in place. It was agreed that the lane was quite dangerous and that notice should be displayed at both ends – the Clerk will contact Highways. Cllr Gilfillan also advised that a large tree had fallen a few weeks ago which had been removed by himself, Cllr Pigg & a resident. It raised the question of whether Parish Councils could be found liable if trees fell causing damage or injury. Cllr Pescod advised that the Parish Council was only responsible for any trees within land owned by the Parish Council but agreed that the Cllrs had a duty to act accordingly with any concerns and raise them with the relevant landowners. He suggested that Cllr Pigg and Cllr Gilfillan take on the role of monitoring trees and they should also be checked during the Cllrs regular village site visits. 
1776: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan reported the Community Group had further events organised including Joiners Bank picnic, the fete and a calendar launch. The AGM was 27th July and there were plans to hold a Halloween Party for adults in addition to the one for children.

Cllr Bailey reported that the Burial Committee were considering the maintenance agreement with the contractor and issues with the Superintendent.

Cllr Pescod advised that there had not been a recent meeting of the Forum.
1777: Correspondence: 
a)   NCC – “Gathering views on road hierarchy”. Cllrs could complete a survey which covered various classifications of roads throughout Northumberland.
1778: Distribution: This was still being circulated but it was noted it included information about the interactive speeding unit together with a “key” for altering the trigger for speeding. The Cllrs thought Cllr Pigg may be best situated to keep the information pack.
1760: Next Meeting:  The date of the meeting in July had to be agreed but that of September was confirmed as the 3rd.
1761: Any other business: Cllr Gilfillan reported grass cutting by Karbon was being carried out regularly but not that by NCC. He also noted that a traffic survey had recently been carried out by the Department of Transport on the West Road.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.15pm
14/05/2018

