
Minutes for the Extraordinary Meeting of Embleton 
Parish Council 

 

Tuesday 11th December 2018 at 7.30pm 

Creighton Hall, Embleton 

 
Chairman: Terry Howells 
 

Present:          Vicki Fyffe, Andrew Chillingsworth, Monica Cornall, Raymond Carss,  
                         Ray Imeson, Chris German. 
 

Attendees:  County Councillor Wendy Pattison (Northumberland County Council (NCC)), 
David English (NCC), 5 members of the public  

 

Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 

Absent: Richard Manners 
 

 
802. Declarations of Interest:  None 

 
803. Apologies for Absence:  David Cooper, Georgina Armstrong 
 
804. Neighbourhood Plan – Pre-Consultation Draft Approval 
 

• Councillors (Cllr’s) all received a copy of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) pre-consultation 
draft and associated documents for review prior to meeting.  David English (NCC) was 
present at the meeting to answer any Cllr questions on the pre-consultation draft NP.   
 

• The Chairman reminded Cllr’s of the NP process.  If the PC approve the NP pre-
consultation draft, a public consultation to last 6 weeks will then follow with a proposed 
start date of 7th January 2019 (tbc.).  This consultation will last for six weeks and electronic 
copies of the plan will be available on the PC website plus hard copies will be placed in 
both Embleton and Christon Bank. The public consultation will be publicised on the Parish 
noticeboards and in the Whinstone Time.  A drop-in session will also be planned.   

 

• One member of the public (a local landowner) requested to raise four points before the 
beginning of the meeting.    

1) 2.22.  Reference to design opportunity.  With regards to the entrance to Embleton on 
the northern boundary.  This has already been approved by NCC and is therefore not a 
case of it being allocated by this plan.   

2) 5.3.  A ‘Housing Needs Survey’ was carried out in June 2018.  By its nature this is 
restrictive and has not taken into account of those living a mile away at Brunton.  The 
local landowner is aware of a resident there in need.  The local housing need is therefore 
greater than the Neighbourhood area highlighted.   

3) 5.19.  Settlement boundaries (maps available at the meeting).  Christon Bank map has 
been changed behind the Methodist Church where 7 build to rent houses for local people 
had received favourable feedback at a pre-application consultation.  This area would be 
under the authority of Fallodon Estate rather than NCC.   

4) Importance of mobile, broadband and fibre connectivity in rural areas.  Would like to see 
the plan having an objective for positive encouragement of 4G and 5G in the next few 
years. 



 

• The following points were raised by the Cllr’s:  
 

• Date concern.  The start date of the plan states ‘2016’ but it will be 2019 before the public get 
to review the draft plan.  2016 was the start date of the process.  D English advised that a NP 
is required to state the date that the plan will run until.  There is no requirement to keep this 
start date it can be changed when the plan passes the referendum.  A paragraph at the 
beginning may be added to explain the start date.  
(Cllr German) 
 

• Contents page.  A request for a table of contents with the page numbers listed.   
(Cllr Chillingsworth)   
 

• Page 6, ‘appendix C is awaited’.  This is an error it should read appendix B (see page 38).   
(Cllr Chillingsworth) 
 

• 1.5, page 8.  Spring 2020 the Northumberland Local Plan comes into force.  Questioned why 
this takes so long?  D English advised that the Local Plan is going through formal Council’s 
approval process hence the 2020 timeframe.   
(Cllr Chillingsworth) 
 

• 1.8, page 9.  Definition of ‘sustainable’.  Definition unclear regarding ‘net gain’, poorly worded.  
Cllr Cornall to provide the NP working party group with a concise definition. 
(Cllr Cornall) 
 

• 1.11, page 9.  A request for a screening opinion to determine whether the Plan requires a 
further environmental assessment has been submitted to NCC. It was questioned when this 
will occur.  D English advised that the Ecologist is due to complete this screening before 
Christmas and that this action would not need to stop or delay the public consultation on the 
NP.  Request to change the wording to say that the outcome will be included in the final 
submission.  
(Cllr Chillingsworth) 
 

• 2.5, Page 10.  Emerging Northumberland Local Plan.  Re-wording required to include that 
NCC have informed the PC of the need for 65 houses to meet housing needs between 2016-
2036 
(Cllr Chillingsworth). 
 

• 2.14, page 11.  Policies map.  Hard copy available at the meeting.  The A4 copy in the draft 
plan is hard to read therefore a larger map has been produced.  Zoomable PDF’s will be 
produced and displayed on the PC website for easy viewing during the public consultation 
period.  The settlement boundaries are displayed on this map. 
(Cllr Chillingsworth) 
 

• 2.27, page 12.  ‘Christon Bank has significantly less public transport’.  Comment that this was 
not a reflection of the lack of service, there one bus service once a week. 
(Cllr Chillingsworth) 
 

• 5.2, page 17.  Affordable Housing definition unclear.  D English advised that this is a National 
Policy Framework definition and that the NP working party group are unable to prescribe a 
definition for affordable housing without significant evidence.  D English also explained the 
concept of rural exception sites to the Cllr’s. 
(Cllr Chillingsworth). 
 

• 5.17, page 21.  Sustainable building.  Comment on the wording ‘Schemes which incorporate’ 
request to re-word to ‘Schemes that don’t incorporate’.  The Chairman explained that the 
chosen wording had been used to reflect a more positive approach. 
(Cllr Cornall)  
 
 



• 5.24, page 23.  Settlement boundary for Christon Bank.  Planning permission for the new 
Horsley Place development has now been granted.  Amendment required. 
(Cllr Chillingsworth) 
 

• Settlement boundary in Christon Bank, on land to the rear of houses along the B1340.  
Questioned why this was outside of the settlement boundaries.  The Chairman and Cllr Fyffe 
explained that the same principles had been adopted for the placement of the settlement 
boundaries throughout the Parish.    
(Cllr Imeson) 
 

• Settlement boundaries included the Glebe land in Embleton.  A questioned why this was 
included.  The Chairman advised that it had been requested that this be left in as green open 
land. 
(Cllr German) 
 

• 5.49, page 31.  Request to include ‘principle residence to a permanent let’. 
(Cllr German) 
 

• Section 106.  Concerns expressed given recent experiences of Section 106 housing and the 
use as a holiday let in Embleton.  The Chairman advised that Heather Proudlock (Section 106 
Officer NCC) provided the PC with an update and assurances that NCC have tightened up 
their management of Section 106 housing to prevent re-occurrence.  
(Cllr Imeson)   
 

• Settlement boundary.  Concerns over the tight boundaries on the NP.  A question regarding 
further building requirements after 2020.  D English reiterated the concept of rural exception 
sites.  The Chairman also highlighted the ability to review the NP in the future if required.   
(Cllr German) 
   

• The Chairman allowed a member of public to speak regarding concerns over the settlement 
boundary in Christon Bank behind the Methodist Chapel (see bullet point 3 above - regarding 
7 local rented houses).  The Chairman advised that this could be raised during the public 
consultation period.  Cllr Fyffe explained the methodology used when devising the plan 
settlement boundaries.   
 

• Vote to allow the pre-consultation draft to go to public consultation.  Unanimous agreement 
amongst Cllr’s to allow the public consultation. 
Proposer: Cllr Fyffe 
Seconder: Cllr Cornall 
 

• D English advised that the draft plan needs a consultation date then not less than 6 weeks of 
public consultation and it is possible to start on Jan 7th as planned.  The plan can be consulted 
on whilst waiting for screening opinion to be completed, in some cases where an 
environmental assessment is required it may take up to a year to complete. 
    

• Non-NP matter raised.  Due to the short timeframe, a PC decision was required to purchase 
two additional strings of lights for Christon Bank Christmas tree to the cost of £80.  Cllr’s 
agreed to this expenditure.  
 

805. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting  
The next ordinary meeting of the PC will be held on Monday 28th January 2019 at 7:30pm in 
Creighton Memorial Hall, Embleton. 
 

 


