
Minutes for the Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 
 

Monday 22nd October 2018 at 7.30pm 

Creighton Hall, Embleton 

 
Chairman: Terry Howells 
 

Present:         Vicki Fyffe, Andrew Chillingsworth, Richard Manners, Monica   
                       Cornall (In Part), Raymond Carss, Georgina Armstrong, Ray Imeson 
 

Attendees:  County Councillor Wendy Pattison (Northumberland County Council (NCC)), 
two members of the public  

 

Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 

Absent: None 
 
 
779. Declaration of Interests.  None 

 
780. Apologies: Councillor (Cllr) Cooper, Monica Cornall (after agenda point 781).   
 
781. Confirmation of Meeting Minutes.  Meeting Minutes of 24th September 2018 were 

amended as per the request of Cllr Cooper.  Minute point 767 changed to ‘Cllr Cooper 
agreed to organise the purchase of new Xmas lights and to liaise with the local resident             
who organised the tree and lights for Christon Bank last year and has offered to do so 
for 2018’.  The minutes were then agreed as a true record. 
 

782. Community Led Housing.  A Dean (Community Action North (CAN)) & A Lawson 
(NCC) attended the meeting to present the concept of Community Led Housing.  In 
summary, Community Led Housing aims to tackle the issue of high house prices v’s 
earnings differential by building low cost housing where local communities drive the 
project.  The houses can be affordable to rent, shared ownership or sale of self build.  
They are not for profit, meet long term housing needs and are generally small scale 
with less than 20 units per development.  The builds can involve Housing Co-
operatives, Community Land Trust or community self-build and funding streams are 
available for projects from organisations such as Community Housing Fund, Local 
Authorities and England Affordable Homes Programme.  A local example of a 
successful scheme is the Glendale Gateway Trust in Wooler that has built and 
manages 18 properties and has a net annual income of £52k, these funds are driven 
back into the community.  A Lawson assists communities in the setting up and delivery 
of housing projects and advised that it is not conventional for PC’s to run schemes and 
that these are usually run by a project sub-group where the PC are the initiators.  A 
Lawson is available to discuss Community Led Housing further and offered her contact 
details for the minutes.  Anne.Lawson@northumberland.gov.uk and 07917 266866.    

 

783. Councillor Vacancy - Election.   Three candidates applied to stand for election at the 
Parish Cllr Elections due to be held on Thursday 25th October.  

 
784. Matters arising from minutes of last meeting.   

• Christon Bank Defibrillator.  Cllr Imeson & BT engineers both attended the BT phone 
box in October and confirmed that the power source was 'pot ended' behind the lower 
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panel and can therefore be reconnected.  BT & Powertek were due to reconnect the 
power source on 8th October, the Clerk has chased this and is awaiting confirmation 
that this has been completed before progressing with the order and installation of the 
defibrillator with the Stephen Carey Trust.  

 

• Village Bonfire.  The PC have received donations totalling £500 towards the purchase 
of the Embleton village fireworks.  The PC agreed to donate £500 at the September 
meeting with additional funds being raised via a village collection.  Cllr Imeson has 
issued the PC with an invoice for the fireworks, Clerk to action.  The remaining balance 
to be used to help fund the Fireworks in 2019. 

 

• Village Xmas Trees.  £150 in each of the villages to be spent on Xmas lights. 
 

• Reinstating Christon Bank Well. County Cllr Pattinson informed the PC that the site 
on which the well is housed is not currently adopted according to the Land Registry.  
The Cllr’s all agreed that the PC should apply to adopt the Land and reinstate the well.  
Chairman to action. 
 

• Creighton Place Holiday Let.  A letter was written to the S106 Officer at NCC Heather 
Proudlock regarding a penalty for the owners of the Creighton Place property for the 
months that the property was commercially let.  The Clerk to chase up when Heather 
Proudlock is back from annual leave.    

 
785. County Councillor’s Report.  County Cllr Pattison provided a report that was 

circulated to Cllr’s alongside the meeting summons and agenda. The full report is 
available upon request.  In summary, the following issues were reported: 

 

• Consultation underway in Council Tax Support Scheme 

• Quitting Smoking 

• Ambitious Borderlands deals proposals submitted to the Government 
 

786. Christon Bank & Embleton 20mph Speed Restrictions.  Since the last PC meeting 
the rumble strips along the B1340, near to Pippin Park in Christon Bank have been 
removed.  In a note to the Chairman following the last PC meeting Neil Snowdon stated 
that the 40mph buffer zones were being looked at but were unlikely to have any 
significant impact on the 20mph speed limit, which is actually causing significant road 
safety concerns whereby motorists are overtaking within the 20mph when cars are 
travelling at that speed.  Neil Snowdon mentioned looking at suitable gateways as a 
physical measure to control speed and also arranging further speed surveys in the 
same locations they were previously done.  Neil Snowdon stated that he thought that 
it was important to give the residents of Christon Bank a say in this issue as there have 
been concerns that the 20mph speed limit is not working as previously predicted. By 
arranging a drop-in session in Christon Bank it was thought NCC can engage with the 
public and actually see what they'd like to see in the village. 
 

Further correspondence has taken place since Neil Snowdon’s note.  A resident from 
Christon Bank has had direct correspondence with County Cllr Pattison and Neil 
Snowdon regarding his concerns over public safety and the incidences of overtaking 
within the 20mph zone.  The resident submitted a statement to the PC that was read 
out by the Chairman.  The resident felt that as the PC were ‘unable, or unwilling, to 
objectively assess the evidence about the efficacy of the 20mph limit through Christon 
Bank’ he was forced to take his concerns to a County level.  The resident reported that 
last week Neil Snowdon suggested the immediate removal of the 20mph limit, once 
residents have been written to, explaining the decision and holding a drop-in session 
at a later date to discuss alternative plans.  The resident stated that he would expect 
the PC to respect Neil Snowdon’s advice and not obstruct his recommendations.     

 



In response to the resident statement Cllr Imeson questioned why the resident had 
bypassed the PC and felt that the resident should have approached the PC first.  Cllr 
Manners added that it was a one-year trial and the changes to the scheme were costly.  
The Cllr’s agreed to allow Neil Snowdon to continue with his plans to hold a drop-in 
session in Christon Bank in November / December with the PC being represented at 
the meeting.   

 
787. Village Graffiti.  Numerous cases of graffiti to roads around the Parish have been 

reported to the PC, Police and NCC since the last PC meeting.  The graffiti cases 
referred to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and the Chairman of the NP working party 
group and the PC.  The offences were also reported to the Northumberland Gazette 
by a local resident to which the Chairman’s issued a joint statement.     
 

788. Footpath Woodsteads to Greyfield.  A letter requesting the building of a pavement 
from Woodsteads to Greyfield was written to the the builder and landowner of 
Creighton Place.  A reply was received stating that the land was owned by the NCC 
and that width restrictions and an underground cable had previously restricted this 
build.  The landowner agreed to request this again, the issue should remain on the PC 
meeting agenda.   
 

789. Planning Application Procedure – Redraft.  At the nine PC Chairman’s meeting with 
County Cllr Pattinson, the Longhoughton Ward PC’s all presented their varied planning 
application procedures.  Crater Parish Council then circulated their checklist sheet to 
the other PC’s for review.  Chairman to re-consider EPC’s current planning application 
procedure and present for discussion at the November PC meeting.  

 
790. Policies for Annual Review 

• 005 EPC Standing Orders  

• 013 EPC Asset Register 2018-19 

• 022 EPC Risk Analysis 2018-19 
The revised policies were circulated to Cllr’s prior to the meeting for review.  The 
amendments in each of these policies were summarised at the meeting by the 
Chairman and Clerk.  The Standing Orders and Asset Register were agreed by all 
Cllr’s and Cllr Chillingsworth agreed to review and re-write the Risk Analysis in 
accordance with the Institute of Risk Management for the November PC meeting.  

 
791. Commemoration of WW1 Centenary.  No additional commemorations are planned 

for the Embleton Parish. The wreath laying at Spitalford Cemetery is organised as 
usual for Sunday 11th November.   

 
792. Neighbourhood Plan.  The Chairman provided an update.  The Neighbourhood Plan 

(NP) working group has now completed its Non-designated Heritage Assets proposals 
and also the Local Green Spaces designations.  The Assets of Community Value 
remains to be agreed and then the major body of the draft plan is complete.  Supporting 
documentation and collating everything remains but the Group is working towards 
providing the PC with a final draft for consideration at the November PC meeting. If the 
draft is accepted at this meeting then the Plan can set out on its acceptance trail 
starting at NCC and finishing with a Parish referendum in late summer 2019.  It was 
agreed that if the NP group require additional time to complete the draft then an 
Extraordinary PC meeting can be held in December.  Cllr’s will receive a copy of the 
plan to review prior to the meeting.  Cllr Chillingsworth to replace Cllr Armstrong in the 
working party group and D English (NCC) and J Ludman (NP Consultant) to be invited 
along to the PC meeting where the NP is discussed.       
 



793. Embleton Quarry Working Party.  The hawthorn hedge delineating the Whinstone 
View site from the quarry site was planted on 19th October. A pathway was left for 
residents of Whinstone View to use as a short cut to the village. Cutting back of plants, 
including brambles, continues and pathways have been cleared. Certain invasive 
species such as Montbretia have been removed and burnt. Signs have been 
commissioned for both quarry entrances and the top of the cliff.  A letter has been 
received from Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management asking that the PC, carry 
out the required maintenance of the pipe and inlet to the pipe.  The pipe connects to 
Northumbrian Water’s surface water sewer which subsequently discharges to the 
Embleton Burn at the bottom of Sea Lane opposite the Golf Club.  The Chairman has 
replied asking what maintenance is required, asking for NCC’s history of maintenance 
and explaining that EPC were unaware of their responsibility towards the pipe.  A 
meeting with David Feige, Chief Ecologist (NCC) is scheduled for 14th November to 
discuss his proposals for grazing the quarry and the disadvantages associated with 
this. 
     

794. Meeting Reports.    

• Annual Town and Parish Council Conference, Thursday 11th October, Council 
Chamber at County Hall.  The Chairman attended the meeting and met with various 
representatives from NCC.  

• County Councillor’s Nine Parishes Annual Meeting – Friday 12th October, Thrunton 
Trout Fisheries.  The Chairman attended and discussed the differences across the 
PC’s in their application procedures, the Clerks working more closely together and 
broad brand / I.T schemes across the County.     

• Joint NCC AND Town/Parish/Community Councils - Thursday 18th October - St James' 
Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick, NE66 1JW.  Not attended by the PC. 

 
795. Forthcoming Meetings.  None to report. 
 
796. Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC).  After the EJBC contacted eight builders 

they have at last received two quotations which are in a form that can be presented to 
NCC along with the grant application forms.  The Committee chose one of the 
quotations anonymously to go forward with subject to confirmation from NCC that it 
meets all their requirements for offering a grant. The Committee co-opted Bryn Owen, 
the ex. Chairman of the EJBC, to complete the work on the grant application.  The 
Committee considered the budget forecasts for the coming years and noted that in the 
worst-case scenario the funds of the EJBC would fall to approximately £200 at the end 
of 2019-20. This is due to the length of time Cemetery House has stood empty 
providing no rental income towards cemetery maintenance.  It was agreed to re-
introduce a precept requirement for one year only during 2019-20 to the value of 
£2,000 (post meeting confirmed EPC’s share of this would be 60% or £1200). Should 
the money not be required then it will be returned to the PC’s during 2020-21.  
 

797. E mails Received / Correspondence.  None to report. 
 

798. Financial Matters 

• 2018-19 6 Month Financial Review.  The clerk circulated the 6-month review figures to 
the Cllr’s prior to the meeting.  The Cllr’s agreed the statement.  Precept for 2019-20 
is to be prepared and agreed at the next meeting. 
 
 

• Account Balance      £59,098.30 30/09/2018 
Parish Council      (£34,008.29) 
Quarry      (£21,564.01) 
Neighbourhood Plan     (£3,526.00) 



 

• Spent & Received since 24/09/18 
o Clerk Wages & Expenses (July 2018)   -£346.84 BACS 
o Clerk Wages & Expenses (August 2018)   -£190.06 BACS 
o PKF Littlejohn LLP (Finance audit)   -£360.00 BACS 
o Creighton Hall PC 6th August Meeting   -£13.75 CHQ 
o Creighton Hall PC 23rd August Meeting   -£13.75 CHQ 
o Methodist Church PC Meeting 24th Sept   -£10.00 CHQ 
o Parish Rooms Meetings (NP) 18th July, 8th August -£30.00 CHQ 
o Parish Rooms Meetings (NP) 15th, 21st & 22nd August -£45.00 CHQ 

 

• Payments required 
o Clerk Wages & Expenses (September 2018)  -£315.06 BACS 
o Village Bonfire – EPC Contribution   -£500.00 CHQ 
o Christon Bank Village Fireworks    -£150.00 CHQ 
o Christon Bank Xmas Lights – D Cooper   -£150.00 CHQ 
o Creighton Hall Room Hire     -£13.75 BACS 
o Parish Room Hire (NP)     -£30.00 BACS 
o Mr S Doughty – Hawthorn Trees (Quarry)  -£231.60 CHQ 
o Zurich Playpark Insurance    -£1110.50 BACS 
o Fantasy Prints (Quarry)     -£90.05 BACS 

 
799. Planning Matters.  

• 18/03294/FUL, Proposed first floor bedroom extension and internal alterations, 
Pippins Walk B1340 B6347 Christon Bank Main Road, Christon Bank, NE66 3EU.  
Mr & Mrs John & Jane Atkin.   
Expiry Date for comment:  16th October 2018. 
No comment - EPC Approval 
 

• 18/03296/FUL, Borrow Pit for the extraction of sub soil material to be used in 
construction of housing development on adjacent land and then regrading of land to 
create permanent ecological wetland area with landscaping.  Land North of 
Woodsteads U3010 Station Road To Embleton Moor Junction, Alnwick, 
Northumberland. Mr David Brocklehurst. 
Expiry Date for comment:  29th October 2018   
No comment - EPC Approval 

 
800. Agenda Items for Next Meeting. 

• Planning Application Procedure  

• Risk Analysis 2018-19 

• Precept 2019-20 
 

801. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting  
Proposed that the meeting should be held on Monday 26th November 2018 at 7:30pm 
in Christon Bank Methodist Church.   
 

 

 


