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At a meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 6 December 2018 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (in the Chair), R. Cashmore, R. Galilee, R. Gibson, Dr J. Hobrough, J. Lilley, 
J.G. Watson and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
6 members of the public were present 

  
144. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Elliott and Shepherd. 
 
145. Public Questions 
 
Mr M. Horn referred to the paperwork not being correct for the new speed limits around the village 
previously mentioned and queried whether any convictions in North Amble (within the Parish of 
Warkworth) could therefore be considered as invalid. The Chair thanked Mr Horn for flagging this up as 
an issue, but the Parish Council were of the opinion that all the recent correspondence referred to by 
Warkworth Parish Council was in connection with the new speed monitoring to be implemented in 
Warkworth village itself & was not referring to the speed restrictions in North Amble,(within the parish of 
Warkworth). 
 
Two residents from Montagu Avenue raised their concerns regarding the two current planning 
applications by Cussins for advertising signs. As these were listed on the agenda (item 15.1), it was 
agreed to deal with them at this point. 
 
The main concerns from residents were:- 
 

 The sign at the site off Morwick Road advertising the development at Guilden Place was 
completely unnecessary and had resulted in increased traffic as delivery drivers were confused 
by the signs at the site, mistakenly believing that they could access Guilden Place through it.  
There were concerns about safety as a result of this because large vehicles could not turn 
around safely and were having to mount the pavement and verges. A diesel tanker had recently 
come through the estate thinking he could access Guilden’s Road.   

 There were restrictive covenants on the properties to prevent any commercial use in a 
residential area. However, Cussins were clearly flouting this rule themselves by putting up 
these signs.  

 The signs had been erected without planning permission, which wasn’t the first time this had 
happened.  

 
The Parish Council accepted these concerns as valid and shared residents’ views. These were further 
retrospective applications by this particular applicant, and members took exception to the way in which 
Cussins displayed a total disregard for both the planning process and the village as a whole. It was also 
noted that the site plans were not of the scale required by NCC guidance and that the plans submitted 
did not show the dimensions of the banners.  
 
Members felt that the whole process of submitting retrospective planning applications was 
undemocratic, that the guidance from NCC that they would always invite retrospective planning 
applications in such situations was wrong, and that NCC should be advised of the Parish Council’s 
concerns about this. It was noted that there were a number of objections already registered and 
members agreed that objections be submitted to applications 18/04030/ADE (Advertisement Consent 
application for the erection of 1 no. totem sign advertising housing development at Guilden Road/ Land 
South Of Morwick Road Warkworth Northumberland) and 18/03992/ADE (Advertisement Consent 
application for the erection of 3 no. totem signs and 8 flags  advertising new housing development at 
Guilden Road/ Land South of West Close, Warkworth Northumberland) incorporating the comments 
detailed above. 
 

Agreed Action 
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Clerk to submit objections and raise the 
Parish Council’s concerns regarding 
retrospective applications with NCC 

Clerk 

 
 
146. Minutes of the meeting held on 1 November 2018 
Agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
 
147. Matters Arising 
Minute No. 128 (Street Lighting Update) – these issues had been raised with the lighting engineer.  
 
Minute 129 (Village Parking) – Cllr Watson reported that the “warning pedestrians” sign at Birling had 
been chased up and should be in place soon. Dial Place resurfacing should be co-ordinated with the 
new road markings early next year and he had asked for sets rather than lines. In response to a query 
from Cllr Wilson, he agreed to see whether the disabled bay markings could be done earlier than the 
rest, as these spaces were much needed. Cllr Galilee suggested that consideration be given to a 
channel in the road for the tree lights cable which might be a better solution than the rubber matting 
which was used to cover it.  
  

Agreed Action 
Action as above Cllr Watson 

 
Minute No. 130 (Christmas Lights Evening) – this had gone well with a very good turn out. Letters of 
thanks had been sent out to those who had contributed, both financially and with their shop displays, 
and to the school for their involvement. Appreciation was also expressed to Cllrs Cashmore and Lilley 
for their work in putting up the tree and lights.  
 
 
148. Standing Items  
148.1  St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Cllr Galilee advised that the conditions of the planning permission had now been officially discharged 
and he would be speaking to the contractor to develop a future repair/maintenance programme for 
consideration by the Parish Council in due course.  
 
 
149. Guilden Place Safety Issues 
The Chair reported on the content of the letter sent to Cussins after the last meeting which cited the 
areas of concern. There had been no response to this, but a single strand of wire had now been put 
round the fence which was completely inadequate. A number of comments were made:- 
 

 Cllr Watson reported that he had visited the site last week and had been told by the foreman 
that they were going to put a fence up and plant trees as a barrier. 

 The Chair reported that Mrs Lowther had received a letter from NCC enforcement asking her 
for information regarding what planting had been done at the wildlife corridor. 

 Cllr Dr Hobrough queried whether it was correct that SUDs basins could now be covered. We 
had originally been told by Cussins that they couldn’t. It was understood that this was now the 
position, and that the choice of whether it was appropriate or not depended on the specific site.  

 It was noted that a residents’ action group had been formed.  
 
Members agreed that a further letter be sent to Cussins noting that a wire had been put round the fence 
and asking when a proper fence would be erected, and a copy of the original letter sent to Cussins be 
sent to NCC Planning and Northumberland Estates to keep them informed.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 

 
Further to the last meeting, the Clerk advised that the issue of a pedestrian crossing had been raised 
again with NCC highways to try and get some progress and Cllr Watson reported that he had done the 
same. It was noted that a crossing could impact on existing parking issues in that area.  
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150. Speed Cameras in Village 
Information had been circulated from NCC about the speed limit changes and the signs which had been 
erected. It was noted that the sign was missing for the Beach Road car park and that this should be 
followed up with NCC. 
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 

 
 
151. Neighbourhood Plan (NP)  
Members discussed whether they wished to pursue the development of a neighbourhood plan in light of 
the Inspector’s decision on the Willowburn industrial estate in Alnwick, which had cited the Alnwick 
Neighbourhood Plan as a material consideration in determining this major planning application. It was 
noted that Amble TC no longer intended to go ahead with a NP.  
 
Members supported the idea of a small group of members discussing the implications in more detail in 
the new year and reporting back to the February meeting of the Parish Council with a plan to move the 
idea forward. Soundings would also be taken from the village in due course. On this being put to the 
vote, there voted FOR: 5; AGAINST:0; ABSTENTIONS:3.  
 
Cllrs Dr Hobrough, Galilee, Gibson and Lilley expressed an initial interest in being part of this Group, 
and it was suggested that Cllr Elliott may also be interested.  
 
 
152. Meeting with Northumberland Estates (NE) 
The Chair reported back on the meeting with representatives of NE which she and the Clerk had 
attended on 15 November. This had been arranged to discuss a consolidation of the Parish Council’s 
various leases with NE. The discussion had moved onto wider issues within the village including 
possible future changes of use, the development of a village hall, parking needs and issues with 
Cussins. NE had been interested and appreciative of the difficulties faced by the Parish Council and 
were open to further discussions. It had been agreed that the Parish Council would review its existing 
leases and then discuss with NE if any changes were needed.  
 
 
153. Meeting with English Heritage (EH) representative at Warkworth Castle 
The Chair had had a meeting with the custodian of the Castle recently and the main topic had been EH;s 
future plans for the Castle. These included the implementation of a new national parking policy by EH which 
meant that anyone could park in their car parks, and the development of a new shop/office/staff facil ity/coffee 
shop. The possible site for such a building was  where the castle toilets currently were, and public 
consultation would be carried out in due course. EH were keen to look, with the Parish Council, at the 
development of parking in the village.  
 
Members felt this could be an opportunity to look properly with EH and NE at the whole issue of parking in 
the village and it was agreed that an additional Parish Council meeting be arranged for Thursday 24 January 
2019 at 6.30 pm to examine the opportunities in more detail. 
 

Agreed Action 
Set up additional meeting as above Clerk 

 
 
154. Works around the Village 
A number of quotes had been received for identified items of work around the village. The following was 
agreed:- 
 
Area of Work     Decision 
 
Seats 
Rebuild of seat on the Braid   Investigate plastic seat for that location 
Rotstein seat clean    Leave until Spring 
Hudson seat repair and stain   Leave until Spring 
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The Braid 
Replacement of dog bin with dual use bin  Obtain quote for ordinary black bin 
 
Bus Shelter 
Repair stonework and new fascias  Accept quote received. 
 
The Stanners 
Extend eco grid parking (45sq metres)  Accept quote received. 
 
Birdsmouth Fencing Brewery Lane 
Repairs      Accept quote received. 
 
It was agreed that the dog bin at the top of Castle Street just inside the Castle walls which was 
damaged was not worth replacing as there was another litterbin very close by. Cllr Galilee reported that 
there was some spare birdsmouth fencing left over from the last repairs near the parking bays on 
Brewery Lane which could perhaps be used for the latest repairs.  
 

Agreed Action 
Action as above Clerk 

 
 
155. Councillor area reports incl: riverbank erosion and play area 
 
Cllr Dr Hobrough: There was nothing of concern to report on the riverbank though there had been some 
high tides lately. A successful defibrillator training event had taken place at the school attended by 15 people. 
The school had recently been OFSTED rated as a very good “Good” and this would be reported in the 
newspaper the following week. The school was in a process of expansion which was very pleasing.    
 
Cllr Lilley: He would sort the table previously mentioned in the new year. He still suspected that the 
waterhole previously mentioned was a leak from one of the pipes behind Morwick Road. He also felt that the 
overgrown path down the back of Morwick Road should be pursued again with the Countryside Team  
 

Agreed Action 
Raise with Countryside Team Clerk 

 

 
156. County Councillor Report 
Cllr Watson reported that he hoped to have Warkworth Ave and its footpath resurfaced in the LTP. He 
had asked for the road outside the school car park entrance to be redone. He felt he was making some 
progress with having Morwick Road added to the regular gritting route given the number of extra 
houses, the increasing size of the school and the fact that it was a bus route.  
 
 
157. Planning  
157.1 Planning Applications 

18/03941/FUL and 18/03942/LBC Replacement flat roof weathering and solar array to flat roof 
area and Listed Building Consent for same/ Butlesdon House Warkworth, NE65 0XY No 
comments 
 
18/03897/FUL Drainage, engineering works and building to produce hydro-electric power/Land 
north east of Keepers Cottage, Acklington No comments 
 
18/04166/FUL Development of a 4 bedroom dwelling house and two bedroom annexe/ Land 
east of Hillside , Gloster Hill, Amble No comments  
 
18/04119/VARYCO Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) pursuant to planning permission 
15/04033/FUL to allow re-siting of electrical sub station/ Buildings west of Gloster Hill 
Farmhouse, Gloster Hill, Amble No comments 
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18/04030/ADE (Advertisement Consent application for the erection of 1 no. totem sign 
advertising housing development at Guilden Road/ Land South of Morwick Road Warkworth 
Northumberland) Decision detailed at Minute No.145 above. 
 
18/03992/ADE (Advertisement Consent application for the erection of 3 no. totem signs and 8 
flags  advertising new housing development at Guilden Road/ Land South of West Close, 
Warkworth Northumberland). Decision detailed at Minute No.145 above.  
 
 Councillor Watson took no part in the debate on these applications.  

 
 
158. Finance: 

158.1  Current Balances £80,142.40 Treasurers Account, £87,602.48 Instant Access account 
as at 01 November 2018 
 
158.2. Payments Approved: 

 Clerk Salary and expenses 
October 2018 

£243.68 

 HMRC PAYE £49.60 
 CAN Donation agreed by 

PC 01.11.18 
£50.00 

 Great North Air Ambulance Donation agreed by 
PC 01.11.18 

£100.00 

 D. Orange Removal of sycamore 
in Churchyard 

£100.00 

 Society of Local Council Clerks Clerk’s annual 
subscription agreed by 
PC 01.11.18 

£77.00 

 Edelweiss Xmas Trees Xmas tree £492.00 
 Cllr J. Lilley  Refund of expenditure 

of xmas tree lights 
£552.72 

 
 158.3  Receipts: 

10.10.18 TSB Interest £10.80  
30.11.18 Xmas lights donation Grays of Warkworth £50.00 
30.11.18 Xmas tree donation  £410.00 

 
158.4 Precept 2019-20 
Cllr Dr Hobrough reported back on a meeting of the Finance Group which had looked in detail 
at the 2019-20 budget. The main points of this were:- 
 
Budget 2019-20 - General 

 Continue to increase contingency funds and maintain the reserve in the churchyard walls 
underspend for potential future projects.  

 Include separate provision within the budget for heritage street lighting project.  

 Continue to increase funds for potential future neighbourhood plan.  
 
Churchyard Walls 

 Funding of £7,000 should be included in the budget for a rolling programme of wall repairs and 
maintenance. Advice to be sought from the contractor to build up a scope of work. Rename 
budget line “Churchyard wall repairs and maintenance.” 
 
Christmas Lights 
 The current year’s budget would be used in full. This was due to the 2017 lights work and 

tree bills being paid for in the 2018-19 financial year. Earmarked funds were still healthy. 
 
General Budget 

 Maintain precept at same level of £69,700 
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 Allocate £17,000 in this year’s budget for heritage lighting project.  
 Increase allocation for grass cutting to £9,000 to meet increased contract costs and costs 

of extra cuts. 

 Reduce play area funding to £2,000 to reflect healthy earmarked funds. 
 Slight increase in clerk’s fees and administration costs. 
 Increase allocation for car parks to £5,000. Rename budget line to “Car Parks” from “Beach 

Road Car Park” to reflect wider scope. 

 Amalgamate “General Amenities”, “General Repairs” and Seat Repairs” to one budget line 
– “General Amenities”  

 Other budgets to remain at the same level. 
 
There was some discussion about whether a decision on the precept should be left until the 
January meeting. The Clerk advised that the figures on the Council Tax Base from NCC would 
not be any firmer when the Parish Council next met on 3 January. However, she did not 
anticipate that there would be much change from the indicative figures already provided. It was 
therefore agreed that the Parish Council’s precept be set at £69,700 for 2019-20.  
 
 

159. Correspondence Received 
 159.1: Invite to Mayor’s Christmas Reception from Amble Town Council – 7 December 2018  

159.2: North Northumberland LAC 22 November 2018 
 159.3: CAN News Nov 2018 
 159.4: Improvements and Investments in Car Parking Provision letter from NCC  
 159.5: Indicative Council Tax Base letter from NCC 
 159.6: Information letter from NCC re Beal Bank 

159.7: Consultation letter from NCC on recovery of costs for provision of traffic management 
and other services to event organisers. It was agreed that Cllr Galilee would put this on the PC 
noticeboard along with the proposed budget for 2019-20 and notes from the Finance Group.  

 
 
160. Information Items 
 160.1: NALC Enews 6 November 2018 
 160.2: NALC Enews 13 November 2018 
 160.3: NALC Enews 20 November 2018 
 160.4: NALC Enews 28 November 2018 
 160.5: NALC link to Town and Parish Council Conference notes 
 160.6: CAN News Village Hall Event Jan 2019 
 
 
161. Items for the Next Meeting 

 Pavement improvements 
 
 
162. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 Thursday 3 January 2019 at 6.30 pm.  

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council’s best wishes be conveyed to Cllr Shepherd, who had been 
unwell for some time.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm.  
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


