
Brinkburn and Hesleyhurst Parish Council
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on: 		12th December 2017
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		8.00 p.m.
Present:	Vincent Milburn (VM), David Owen (DO), Vicky Knox (VK), Jackie Scarpa (JS)
In attendance:		County Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk: Garth Rhodes

DO opened the meeting at 8.05 p.m., wished all Happy New Year and welcomed Cllr Thorne.

1. Apologies for Absence. Andy Ayre (AA) - work commitments, Carol Ashworth (CA) – work/family commitments, Mark Fenwick (MF) – recovering after being in hospital

2. County Councillors Report – Cllr Trevor Thorne informed the meeting of the current developments within the County Council. Since the surprise win at the election, the Conservative leadership:
a. had pledged to keep the existing County Hall in Morpeth, massively reducing the cost of a new build proposed for Ashington (circa £80m) to a much smaller amount for the refurbishment of the existing building. Roof works were to start in May and tree replanting was underway;
b. were looking at alternative ways the land in Ashington, designated for the new County Hall, could be used to improve public services possibly including a new cinema and bus station;
c. had withdrawn the proposed Core Strategy, as it included the development of too many new houses (26,500). They are in the process of re-defining this with a focus on
i.  affordable housing, capping the number of new homes to 17,000/18,000. Whilst pressure for increased housing is a national government initiative, Northumberland is set to maintain rather than grow its population. Locally, TT is concerned about the rate of development. Longframlington has had 200 new houses approved in the last two years, and this is too many. He wants to keep this as a community, not a commuter area;
ii. is giving a greater emphasis on the economy and jobsl;
d. were attempting to get the roads in better condition. Cllr Thorne was very amenable to the idea of an application to the Pothole Fund for the road between Brinkburn and Embleton Terrace. He is to meet with the PC in February/March to put together an application;
e. whilst first school provision in the County was doing well, secondary education was in the bottom quartile of schools in the Northern Region. Northumberland was set (possibly within the new North of Tyne Authority) to be supported by a project like the London Challenge, which had been very successful in improving schools across the city.

Devolution, North of the Tyne (incorporating Northumberland, Newcastle and North Tyneside was set to bring real benefits and additional funding for resources in education, employment and skills.
[bookmark: _Hlk503282662]Cllr Thorne was informed of the problems with winter gritting of the roads  in the parish, particularly the school bus route between Longhorsley and Low Hesleyhurst, which was not being gritted before the morning school run. TT agreed to speak to Highways about this. The Clerk to send TT a reminder		Action Clerk

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held 12th September 2017 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such.

4. Matters arising out of Minutes. 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk503283113]20170912. 7 Burial Sub-Committee. The Rothbury and Hesleyhurst Joint Burial Committee are putting an application for funding from the Wingates Windfarm Fund. It was agreed that DO would take Chair’s Action when signatures are required for this.					Action DO/VM

5. Correspondence – The following were received and noted:
a. Consultation on a Proposal around a New Partnership for Bus Information between Northumberland Parish and Town Councils 
b. Pharmacy Needs Assessment (PNA) Consultation
c. Street Lighting Modernisation Project
d. CPRE Newsletter

6. Planning – To note and discuss any planning issues since previous meeting
	Reference
	Detail
	B&H Comment
	Status

	17/02572/FUL 
	Weldon Vale – stable block
	No comment submitted
	Granted

	16/00762/VARYCo
	Atheys Moor Airfield – Application to make temporary permission permanent
	Insufficient comments submitted in time of close of submission
	Application
Pending

	17/04277/FUL
	13 Embleton Tce -extension
	Action It was agreed that Clerk would forward link to details. Cllrs to respond and DO/Clerk to submit PC’s comments
	Application
Observations by 25/12/2017



 
7. Finance
a. Notification of receipts, payments and balances since last meeting - Approved

	
	Balance

	Opening Balance at 01.09.2017
	7908.96

	Receipts
	Payments
	

	01/09/2017
	Receipts to date
	1595.95
	Payments to date
	691.40
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk500765017]12/09/2017
	
	
	
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses (Jun-Sep)
	296.01
	7612.95

	12/09/2017
	
	
	
	HMRC
	PAYE
	72.40
	7540.55

	13/09/2017
	NCC
	Precept
	1300.00
	Northumberland estates
	Rent Playground
	50.00
	8790.55

	21/11/2017
	
	
	
	Julie Ayre
	Grasscutting
	140.00
	8650.55

	21/11/2017
	
	
	
	Deborah Snaith
	Grasscutting
	140.00
	8510.55

	12/12/2017
	
	
	
	HMRC
	PAYE
	54.20
	8456.35

	12/12/2017
	
	
	
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses (Oct-Dec)
	217.42
	8238.93

	
	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance at 12.12.2017
	8238.93

	Total Receipts  2017/18  =
	2895.95
	Total Payments 2017/18 =   1661.43
	



b. Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE, and NI - Approved
	
	Total Pay (3 months x 10hrs)  
	271.62

	Income Tax
	54.20

	Expenses
	0.00

	Total
	217.42



c. Report on setting up of on-line banking facility. No further action taken to date
d. Requests for Funding – Northumberland Theatre Company. It was agreed to hold this request in abeyance until the next meeting
e. To agree Budget and Precept 2018-19 – The budget for 2018-19 and the Parish Precept of £2850 were agreed.   
												      Action Clerk
f. Appointment of External Auditor 2017-18 (5-year appointment). Small Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA) have been appointed as our external auditor for the next 5 years. The Annual Return will now be known as the ‘Annual Governance and Accountability Return’. 

8. [bookmark: _Hlk498948236][bookmark: _Hlk498949915]Standing Orders and Procedures –It was agreed that the Clerk collate and amend all relevant documents to be presented at the next meeting for discussion and approval. 					      Action Clerk




9. Highways
a. Update on the B & H Priorities for the Local Transport Plan 2018-19. Previous year’s priorities had not been included in the 2017-18 Plan. Consequently, DO and Clerk resubmitted the following revised version of our priorities:
	1.	Request for Speed Restrictions on B6344 Longframlington – long track road which requires slowing down to get over small kerb on very fast road.
	2.	Request for signage narrow bridge at Pauperhaugh and permanent Weight Restriction signage between Pauperhaugh Bridge NE65 8AR and Embleton Terrace, The Lee, Longframlington NE65 8JJ
	3.	Request for traffic calming measures on bend C189 Todstead Junction to Villa Lane NE65 8AU
b. Update on road signage. Road markings have been repainted. ‘Children Playing signs’ not yet re-instated. Clerk has again written to Highways to ask them to do this.
c. Clerk has also alerted Highways to the poor condition of the road from Pauperhaugh to Embleton Tce (particularly over the burn) and asked them to attend to this.
d. JS recommended that the PC adopt a similar highways and footpath reporting procedure to Whitton and Tosson, as a mechanism for keeping records on conditions and reporting to Highways. It was agreed that JS trial this and provide regular reports to the PC.							           Action JS

10. Wingates Wind Farm Community Fund
a. FTP broadband project and microwave mast at Wards Hill Cottage.  This project was set up and carried out by local people to enable 30 more remote properties who were not included in the general introduction of Broadband into the area, to get Broadband. Implementation is imminent.  A grant of £5505 from the Wingates Windfarm Fund was obtained to fund this project. NCC who are administrating the funds have invoiced the PC for this amount and it was agreed that this now be paid. This grant covers 75% of the cost. The remainder of the funding which is held by Community Action Northumberland will be released on completion.    Action Clerk
b. Coquetdale Cluster Meeting: Cllr Bridgett did not (again) attend the September meeting. Two representatives from Highways attended who reported on the work priorities for the area and the procedures to ensure work was reported and carried out. 

11. Parish Website – Two cllr details have been uploaded onto the site. The Clerk is awaiting others to supply their details. The Chairman asked Cllrs to submit their information as soon as possible. The internal procedural documents will be uploaded when approved.				            Action AA/DO/VM/JS/MF

12. Any Other Business 
There was to be a Christmas Party for local children to be held at the Gate Pub on 17th December. A traditional nativity scene was being displayed in a small outside shed. This was intended to be a free and inclusive event Cllrs were encouraged to let local families know about this. 					          Action All

13. Items for Next Meeting Tuesday 3rd March 2018         
National Park Authority - Chairman, Cllr Glen Sanderson, and Chief Executive, Tony Gates have asked to attend this meeting. Parish Councillors were asked to consider any issues they may have with regards to the National Park and National Park Authority.								          Action All

14. Date of Next Meeting. The dates for the next two meetings are:

· [bookmark: _Hlk499549591][bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday 13thMarch 2018         at 8.00.p.m. in Longframlington Memorial Hall
· Tuesday 8th May 2018             at 8.00.p.m. in Longframlington Memorial Hall
		

Garth Rhodes
Clerk
5 Wardle Terrace
Longframlington
NE65 8AB 
Tel: 01665 570347
Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net
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