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At a Meeting of the Council held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth at 6.30pm on Thursday 1 February 2018 
 
Present:  Cllrs S. Black (Vice Chair in the Chair), R. Cashmore, S. Elliott, R. Galilee, Dr J. Hobrough, J. 
Lilley, M. Shepherd and H. Wilson 
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
3 members of the public were present 

       

 
144.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Watson. 
 

145. Declarations of Interest 
With reference to agenda item (16.4.4), Councillor Galilee advised that he had a pre-existing quote for 
work to be done in his own garden from David Orange.  
 
146. Warkworth Traffic Management Plan  
Dan Fraser, Programme Officer (Highway Safety), Northumberland County Council attended for this 
item. Draft plans were presented for discussion as follows:-  
 
Village Centre Parking - It was agreed that Dan progress to the next stage with all aspects of the plan 
titled "DIAL PLACE PARKING AND THE STANNERS" including:-  
 
- Resident Permit Holders and Time Limited Parking 9am - 5pm, 4 hours, No return within 5 hours  

on both the west and east side of Dial Place as well as the bays in the centre of the street.  
- 20 min No Return within 1 hour 
- One motorcycle bay 
- Removal of seasonal parking restriction on the double yellow lines within the village. 

 
Discussions took place regarding which residents should be offered residents permits to allow them to 
park on Dial Place. It was agreed that the properties circled on the plan at the meeting should be 
eligible for Resident Permits.  
 
The were no issues with the 20 minute bays and the removal of the seasonal restriction, but a query 
was raised about the layout of the motorcycle bay as it could affect the positioning of the Christmas 
tree. Dan advised that the line on the plan at the rear of the bay represented equipment which allowed 
motorcycles to be locked up.  
 
Parking Related Signage - There were no objections to the positioning of the car park directional 
signs, but it was commented that the sign on the east side of the road was on a bend and may not be 
seen in enough time. 
 
The expansion of the car park boundary was also discussed. Dan advised members that if the signs 
were to be introduced to the picnic area, it would be hard to enforce if anyone decided to stay overnight 
in a camper van. However, it was thought that if the signs were introduced, they may serve as a 
deterrent to stop camper vans staying overnight.  
 
Disabled Blue Badge Holder Parking Places - There were no concerns with introducing Traffic 
Regulation Orders to the advisory Disabled Blue Badge Holders Parking Place.  
 
Pedestrians on Carriageway - No Issues. These signs would be ordered and erected as soon as 
possible. 
 
Introduction of the 20mph Speed Restriction - Evidence from the speed survey carried out in 2016 
suggested that there was no issue with speeding in the area. However members requested that a new 
survey be carried out and traffic speeds looked at during specific times of the day. It was also requested 
that any 20mph speed restriction should start in the north of the village, where the existing 30mph 
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started, and extend along to the west end of Morwick Road. Members asked that the number of signs 
be reduced to limit street clutter. 
 
Castle Street Pavement Parking – Both options were discussed in detail. Members supported the 
retention of the parking area on the west side of the road by retaining the steps, with the only change 
being that the flag stones should be removed and replaced with a tarmac strip, marked up with bay 
markings as shown on option 1. It was felt that removing the steps would dramatically alter the 
appearance of Castle Street, and whilst it would increase the carriageway width, it could also increase 
traffic speeds. On the east side of the street the construction of designated bays, as shown in option 2, 
was the preferred option and should improve parking. It was also agreed that the hatched area following 
the bend at the top of Castle Street, which directed traffic away from parked cars, should be introduced.  
 
The draft plans circulated would be amended to reflect these initial comments by the Parish Council. 
The proposals would be taken to the next officer parking meeting for discussion and feedback reported 
to members.  A request for funding would have to be submitted and members asked if they could be 
advised of cost implications in due course. At an appropriate time, the plans would be presented for 
consultation with Warkworth residents. 
 
147. Public Questions   
Nell McGrath attended the meeting with a colleague to raise awareness of a Litterbug Group she had 
established involving local schoolchildren with the aim of establishing a regular litter pick. She was 
seeking parish council support for equipment and knowledge about areas which needed attention. It 
was noted that the Parish Council also did an annual litter pick and consideration was given to the 
possibility of combining efforts. It was agreed that the PC litter pick take place on Saturday 17 March 
2018 at 10.00 am.  
 

Agreed Action 
Advertise Parish Council litter pick  Clerk 

 
Members were minded to support the Group and suggested that an application be submitted to the 
Clerk.  
 
Martin Horn referred to the issue he had raised at the last meeting regarding planning application 
17/04072/OUT at Gloster Hill, Amble. This had been raised with the Head of Planning Services and the 
notices had now been moved.  
 
148. Minutes of the Meeting held 4 January 2018  
It was agreed that the minutes be approved and confirmed, and signed by the Chair subject to the 
correction of minor typos in Minute No’s 131 and 135.  
 
149.  Matters Arising 
Minute 139.1 - No response had yet been received from the Head of Planning Services.  
 

Agreed Action 
Pursue with NCC  Clerk 

 
150. Standing Items  
Councillor Black advised that she and Councillor Shepherd had recently carried out the Clerk’s review, 
as instructed by the Parish Council. There had been no issues of concern and some positive actions 
had been identified. One of these was a revised format for the agenda, which hopefully members would 
find useful. 
 
150.1 St Lawrence’s Churchyard Walls Project 
Cllr Galilee explained the current position, having previously circulated a list of potential bidders. There 
were two parts to the project – the tender for the clearly specified scope of works, and the schedule of 
rates for the areas of repair, which were to be done in conjunction with Patrick Parsons and the 
Conservation Officer.  
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In response to a question from Councillor Dr Hobrough regarding the removal of the trees, Councillor 
Galilee advised that the documentation specified that all trees were subject to TPOs and could not be 
removed without the permission of the Council. Members thanked Councillor Galilee for his work on this 
issue.  
 
It was agreed to:- 
 
(a) seek tenders in accordance with the tender documentation considered by members; and 
 
(b) endorse the list of potential bidders identified by Councillor Galilee.   

 
Agreed Action 
Tenders be sought by advertisement in 
accordance with the Council’s standing 
orders.  

Clerk 

 
150.2 Speeding Restriction on Beal Bank 
Councillor Black referred to the email from Neil Snowdon at NCC which had provided details of the 
scheme to allow enforcement of the 30mph speed limit to take place on Beal Bank. The scheme 
included amended road markings as necessary, and an extension of the 30mph speed limit at a couple 
of locations to improve road safety in the village. 

 
Following discussions with the Police and the road safety design team, it had been felt that the 
proposed reduced speed limit between Amble and Warkworth could create a road safety issue, and this 
element had therefore been abandoned. It was felt that motorists travelling in both directions had 
sufficient warning to slow down to appropriate speeds entering both Warkworth and Amble.  
Members welcomed the scheme but felt that there was a proliferation of signs and queried whether they 
could be reduced.  

  
Agreed Action 
Determine whether the number of signs 
could be reduced and confirm who is paying 
for the scheme.   

Clerk 

  
151. Northumbrian Water Project on The Stanners and Monks Walk 
Councillor Black advised that she had spoken to Ian Davison at NWL regarding parking availability 
during the works. Any specific issues should be raised with Ian, who was very aware of potential 
difficulties such as Easter holidays and funerals, and she believed he would do his best to resolve them. 
Regarding the dedicated tree, the family had confirmed they were happy to choose a replacement tree.  
 
152. Grass Cutting Tender 
Councillor Galilee had circulated the tender documents and members considered each area in detail to 
agree the specific requirements for each. It was noted that there was some information still to be 
submitted by NCC regarding small areas which were being cut, and possibly needed to be captured 
within the contract. This needed to be clarified before tenders were invited.  
It was agreed that the tender documents be updated to reflect the discussion at the meeting and the 
receipt of the outstanding information from NCC (if necessary), and that tenders then be invited.   

 
Agreed Action 
Tenders be sought by advertisement in 
accordance with the Council’s standing 
orders.  

Clerk 

 
153.  Preparation for Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
Councillor Black provided feedback on a meeting which she had attended recently with Councillor Lilley 
at Amble Town Council. A half day session supported by NCC planning staff involving Amble TC, 
Togston, Hauxley, Acklington and Warkworth PCs was being set up and the Parish Counci l needed to 
consider what its priorities were for a NP, and topics for discussion at this session. Members identified 
the following:- 
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 New homes    Access to services 
 Second homes   Retention of village character 
 Housing    Protection of the environment 
 Parking    Infrastructure 
 Facilities for young people  Tourism 

 Village hall/community facilities Transport 
 Parking    School/education 

 
154. Arrangements for Annual Litter Pick 
Dealt with under Minute No.147. 
 
155. Request for Access to Beach – Northside Surf Club 
The Clerk reported that a request for access had been received. However, members noted that the gate 
and access were not the responsibility of the Parish Council responsibility and they were therefore not 
in a position to respond to the request.  
 

Agreed Action 
Advise requester  Clerk 

.    
156.  Councillor Area Reports 
Councillor Black – referred to the recent complaint from a resident of West Close regarding the 
actions of Cussins in removing hedgerows and shrubbery. It was understood that these should have 
been retained to form a wildlife corridor, though Cussins were claiming there was no protection order in 
place. Councillor Black had raised this with the planning officer at NCC for investigation.  
Councillor Black also updated members regarding the sale of a strip of land at Morwick Gardens by 
Northumberland Estates. It had become apparent that planning permission was needed for change of 
use from agricultural to residential garden land. She was to raise this further with the planning officer. 
 

Agreed Action 
Pursue with planning officer  Cllr Black 

 
Councillor Cashmore –. Referred to a builder’s skip on the corner of The Butts and Bridge Street. Its 
location was causing a nuisance. 
 
Councillor Lilley - this had been circulated by email and included:- 
 

 The seat had been cleared but it was not known why the work was done originally or by whom. 
 The remains of the trees were still down the ramp area. 
 The large drain pipe was still there. 
 He would clear the soil from the ramp soon. 

 The dog/rubbish box at the bottom of the ramp has been removed by NCC.  
 
157. County Councillor Report 
Councillor Black reported on behalf of Councillor Watson:- 

 He had taken the decision as the local County Councillor to have the dog waste bin at Duke’s 
Landing on Mill Walk removed as it was very difficult to service. 

 He had received a communication from the Church Warden regarding the location of the 
facsimile of the Magna Carta within the church porch, which had apparently been supported by 
the Diocese. Members were concerned about the poor lighting in this location and the potential 
for deterioration of this valuable asset, and felt that it should be kept in a more appropriate 
environment. It was noted that this had been given to the village, and that the Parish Council 
were its custodians. It was agreed that the Parish Council write to the Church Warden to seek 
the return of the Magna Carta, and that its future location be considered at the next meeting of 
the Parish Council.    
 

Agreed Action 
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Write to Church Warden  Clerk 
 
As the meeting had reached the 2.5 hour point, members agreed to suspend standing orders and 
continue with the meeting.   
 
 
158.  Planning 
158.1  Planning Applications 
 
18/00251/FUL proposed single storey extension and patio – 18 Morwick Road, Warkworth – No 
objections 
 
18/00280/VARYCO Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) of approved planning application 
15/04033/FUL to substitute house types on plots M1-M24 
 
Members agreed that their previously submitted objections remained valid and appropriate and agreed 
that a response be made to that effect.  
 

 Agreed Action 
 A response be made reiterating the 
previously expressed objections 

Clerk 

 
159. Finance: 
159.1. Current Balance: £29,254.66 Treasurers Account, £87,556.88 Instant Access Account as at 29 
December 2017 
 
159.2. Payments for Approval: 
 

450 HMRC PAYE £43.00 
451 Clerk Salary and expenses 

Jan 2018 
£222.60 

452 Clerk Refund of payment to 
Smiths Signs  

£77.70 

453 Warkworth Cricket Club Grant (agreed by PC 
040118) 

£750.00 

454 Bailiffgate Museum Gallery  Donation (agreed by 
PC 040118) 

£50.00 

455 Cllr R. Cashmore Refund for purchase 
of new lock for play 
area (agreed at 
meeting) 

£20.18 

 
159.3 Receipts 

11.12.17 TSB Interest £3.84 
08.12.17 Grays of Warkworth Christmas lights 

donation 
£50.00 

05.01.18 Christmas lights donation box at 
the Post Office 

 £40.00 

 
159.4 Other 
159.4.1 Grant application, Warkworth Cricket Club 
Agreed £750.00 
 
159.4.2 Appointment of Internal Auditor  
Agreed appoint Alan Clark of Greaves Grindle 
 
159.4.3 Request for Financial Assistance – Alnwick Playhouse and Arts Centre 
 Agreed £50.00 
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159.4.4 Quote for Churchyard Tree Pruning Work 
Agreed accept quotation from David Orange   
 
160. Correspondence Received 
160.1: VCS Consultation 
160.2: Planning Training Event  
160.3: North Northumberland Local Area Council Thursday 25 January 2018 
 
161. Information Items 
The following information items were noted:  
 
161.1: NALC ENews 9 January 2018 
161.2: NALC ENews 16 January 2018 
161.3: NALC ENews 23 January 2018 
161.4: Northumberland Coast AONB Coastal News Dec 2017 
 
162. Items for next meeting 

 Broadband Update – John Cooper from NCC 
 Magna Carta Location 

 
163. Date and Time of Next Meeting – Thursday, 1 March 2018.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


